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Category 1: Preventing the emergence or release of pathogens with potential 
for international concern 

1.1 ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE (AMR) 

1.1.1 AMR surveillance, detection, and reporting 

1.1.1a 

Is there a national AMR plan for the surveillance, detection, and reporting of priority AMR pathogens? 

Yes, there is evidence of an AMR plan, and it covers surveillance, detection, and reporting = 2, Yes, there is evidence of an 

AMR plan, but there is insufficient evidence that it covers surveillance, detection, and reporting = 1, No evidence of an AMR 

plan = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a national AMR plan, but it is not publicly available and there is insufficient evidence that it covers surveillance, 

detection, and reporting. Following a World Health Organization (WHO) mission to assess antibiotic resistance in Belarus on 

4-8 June 2012, the Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology reported that a key 

recommendation of the mission was the establishment of a national action plan for the subsequent three to five years [1, 2].  

 

The WHO Regional Office for Europe's Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance Annual 

Report 2019 indicates that Belarus has developed an AMR action plan, but that dedicated funds have not been made 

available to implement the AMR action plan, active implementation of the AMR action plan is not ongoing and 

implementation of the AMR action plan is not monitored and evaluated [3].  

 

The Global Database for Antimicrobial Resistance Country Self-Assessment for 2018-19 indicates that Belarus has developed 

an AMR national action plan. [4]  

 

At the time of writing, the WHO Library of National Action Plans does not have an entry for Belarus [5]. No published plan or 

reports of the development of a plan have been identified in national resources. In particular, the Ministry of Healthcare, the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and the Institute of Microbiology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus make no 

mention of any national AMR plans on their respective websites [6, 7, 8]. 

 

[1] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Assessing antibiotic resistance in Belarus." 

[http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/antimicrobial-resistance/news/news/2012/06/assessing-

antibiotic-resistance-in-belarus]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[2] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. "Press release for European Antibiotic 

Awareness Day 18 November 2012" ("Пресс-релиз к Европейскому дню осведомленности о проблеме резистентности и 

потребления антибиотиков 18 ноября 2012 г.") [http://www.belriem.by/component/content/article/10-novosti-ru/262-

press-reliz-k-evropejskomu-dnyu-osvedomlennosti-o-probleme-rezistentnosti-i-potrebleniya-antibiotikov-18-noyabrya-2012-

g]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[3] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial 

Resistance Annual Report 2017". Table 3.2, p. 22. [https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/418863/53373-

WHO-CAESAR-annual-report-2019.pdf]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[4] Global Database for Antimicrobial Resistance Country Self Assessment. "2018-19 Survey Year". 

[https://amrcountryprogress.org/]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[5] World Health Organization. "Library of national action plans." [http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/national-
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action-plans/library/en/]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Healthcare of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 30 July 2020.  

[8] Institute of Microbiology of the National Academy of Sciences of Belarus. [http://mbio.bas-net.by/]. Accessed 30 July 

2020. 

 

1.1.1b 

Is there a national laboratory/laboratory system which tests for priority AMR pathogens? 

All 7 + 1 priority pathogens = 2 , Yes, but not all 7+1 pathogens = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

Organization's (WHO) priority AMR pathogens. The Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and 

Epidemiology is the designated national reference laboratory on the basis of Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Order No. 163 of 10 October 2003, "On the establishment of a reference center for monitoring the resistance of clinically 

significant microorganisms towards antibiotics, antiseptics and disinfectants" [1]. The same order sets forth the role of 

sentinel laboratories, of which 34 are specified [1].  

 

As of 2018, the AMR surveillance network comprised 118 laboratories, covering over 90% of hospitals and over 90% of the 

population, according to the WHO Regional Office for Europe's Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of 

Antimicrobial Resistance Annual Report 2019 [2]. The system is known to test all 7+1 of the priority AMR pathogens, namely 

E.coli, K. pneumonia, S. aureus, S. pneumoniae, Salmonella spp., N. gonorrhea, Mycobacterium tuberculosis and Shigella spp.  

 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Order No. 292 of 16 March 2012 “On approval of the instructions for the 

monitoring of clinically significant microorganisms towards antibacterial medicines in healthcare organizations”; designates 

E.coli, K. pneumonia, S. aureus and S. pneumoniae as priority AMR pathogens [3]. N. gonorrhea is tested, according to an 

academic paper titled "Antimicrobial susceptibility/resistance and NG-MAST characterization of Neisseria gonorrheae in 

Belarus, Eastern Europe, 2010-2013" of which Leonid Titov, head of the national reference laboratory, is an author [4].  

 

The WHO Regional Office for Europe's Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance Annual 

Report 2019 indicates that Salmonella spp. is tested in Belarus [2]. Diagnostic testing for Mycobacterium tuberculosis is 

carried out by the Republic Scientific and Practical Center of Pulmonology and Tuberculosis [5]. Diagnostic testing for Shigella 

is carried out by the Clinical Diagnosis Laboratory of the N.N. Alexandrov National Cancer Center of Belarus [6]. The Republic 

Scientific and Practical Center of Pulmonology and Tuberculosis and the Clinical Diagnosis Laboratory of the N.N. Alexandrov 

National Cancer Center of Belarus are specifically listed as sentinel sites for the national laboratory system in appendix 1 to 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Order No. 163 of 10 October 2003 'On the establishment of a reference Center 

for monitoring the resistance of clinically significant microorganisms towards antibiotics, antiseptics and disinfectants' [1]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 163 of 10 October 2003. "On the establishment of a reference 

Center for monitoring the resistance of clinically significant microorganisms towards antibiotics, antiseptics and disinfectants" 

("Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь № 163 от 10.10.2003 «О создании референс-центра 

мониторинга резистентности к антибиотикам, антисептикам и дезинфектантам клинически значимых 

микроорганизмов»"). p. 1. [http://www.belriem.by/images/docs/Pr_MZ_163_10.10.2003.pdf]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Central Asian and Eastern European Surveillance of Antimicrobial 

Resistance Annual Report 2019". p. 47. [https://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0003/418863/53373-WHO-

CAESAR-annual-report-2019.pdf]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 292 of 16 March 2012. "On approval of the instructions for the 
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monitoring of clinically significant microorganisms towards antibacterial medicines in Healthcare Organizations ("Приказ 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь № 292 от 16.03.2012 «Об утверждении инструкции о порядке 

проведения мониторинга резистентности клинически значимых микроорганизмов к антибактериальным 

лекарственным средствам в организациях здравоохранения»"). [http://gocb.by/assets/files/methodical/LS/292.pdf]. 

Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[4] Lebedzeu, F. et al. 2015. "Antimicrobial susceptibility/resistance and NG-MAST characterisation of Neisseria gonorrhoeae 

in Belarus, Eastern Europe, 2010-2013". BMC Infectious Diseases. 15:29. 

[https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4316755/]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[5] Republic Scientific and Practical Center of Pulmonology and Tuberculosis. "Tuberculosis Diagnostics and Treatment" 

("Оказание услуг по диагностике и лечению туберкулеза"). [http://www.rnpcpf.by/ru/novosti/131-2015-01-19-11-23-

07.html]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[6] N.N. Alexandrov National Cancer Center of Belarus. "Clinical Diagnosis Laboratory" ("Клинико-диагностическая 

лаборатория"). [https://omr.by/o-nas/otdeleniya/vse-otdelenya/kliniko-diagnosticheskaya-laboratoriya]. Accessed 25 

August 2020. 

 

1.1.1c 

Does the government conduct environmental detection or surveillance activities (e.g., in soil, waterways) for antimicrobial 

residues or AMR organisms? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is evidence to suggest that the government conducts detection or surveillance activities for pathogens in the 

environment, but not AMR organisms. Sanitary oversight activities are undertaken by public bodies under the remit of the 

Ministry of Health [1]. Available information indicates that bodies of water are tested for microbial contamination, 

particularly E.coli in bodies of water used for recreational purposes [2, 3]. There is no information indicating that the 

responsible public bodies test for antimicrobial resistance, however. The website of the Ministry of Ecology and Natural 

Resources does not mention any such activities [4]. Furthermore, there is no evidence on the Ministry of Health website or 

World Health Organization Library of National Action Plans indicating that the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources 

conducts such activities [5, 6]. 

 

[1] Borisova, T.S. and Bobok, N.V. 2016. "State Sanitary Oversight in Child and Adolescent Hygiene" ("Государственный 

санитарный надзор в гигиене детей и подростков"). Belarus State Medical University. 

[https://www.bsmu.by/downloads/kafedri/k_gig_det/metod/gos_soc_nadz.pdf]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 198 of 18 November 2005. "On the Approval of the Sanitary 

Rules and Standards 2.1.2.12-33-2005 "Hygiene Requirements for the Protection of Open Water from Contamination 

(Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 18 ноября 2005 г. № 198 Об утверждении 

Санитарных правил и норм 2.1.2.12-33-2005 «Гигиенические требования к охране поверхностных вод от 

загрязнения»)". 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwi93beD87brAhWSunEKHfQNAE0QFjA

AegQIARAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fminzdrav.gov.by%2Fupload%2Fdadvfiles%2F000351_49890_Gigiena_2152A_2005.doc&us

g=AOvVaw1jLKHOd3VXPHOEsvG-7S0L]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 122 of 5 December 2016. "On the Approval of the Sanitary 

Rules and Standards for the Conservation of Open Bodies of Water under Recreational Use, The Hygiene Regulations 

'Acceptable Safety Indicator Values for Open Bodies of Water under Recreational Use' and Recognition of the Expiry of 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 238 of 30 December 2008" ("Постановление Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 5 декабря 2016 г. № 122 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил 
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«Требования к содержанию поверхностных водных объектов при их рекреационном использовании», Гигиенического 

норматива «Допустимые значения показателей безопасности воды поверхностных водных объектов для 

рекреационного использования» и признании утратившим силу постановления Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 30 декабря 2008 г. № 238'"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiroKqW87brAhXqVBUIHa70D18QFjA

AegQIAhAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fminzdrav.gov.by%2Fupload%2Fdadvfiles%2F000351_234093_postan122.doc&usg=AOvVa

w002xv3QMUt5lCo3KHdXYX6]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus. [www.minpriroda.gov.by/ru/]. 

Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Healthcare of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[6] World Health Organization. "Library of national action plans". [http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/national-

action-plans/library/en/]. Accessed 31 July 2020. 

 

1.1.2 Antimicrobial control 

1.1.2a 

Is there national legislation or regulation in place requiring prescriptions for antibiotic use for humans? 

Yes = 2 , Yes, but there is evidence of gaps in enforcement = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no national legislation or regulation in place comprehensively requiring prescriptions for antibiotic use for humans. 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 27 of 10 April 2019 “On the Establishment of the List of 

Pharmaceuticals Approved for Sale without a Medical Prescription” sets forth the list of pharmaceuticals approved for sale 

without a prescription [1]. In accordance with this list, a number of antibiotics are approved for sale without a prescription, 

including doxycycline, amoxicillin, amoxicillin combined with clavulanic acid, ampicillin, nitrofurantoin and nitrofuran 

derivatives. Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Order No. 1301 of 29 November 2015 “On Actions to Reduce the 

Antimicrobial Resistance of Microorganisms”, ordered the Ministry of Health’s head of the pharmaceutical inspectorate and 

pharmaceutical provision organization, and head of the Ministry of Health’s Chief Directorate for Medical Assistance to 

submit proposals by 1 March 2016 for the gradual ban of prescription-free sales of antibacterial pharmaceuticals from 1 

January 2017 [2].  

 

The Ministry of Health’s justification for not banning the sale of the abovementioned antibiotics without a prescription is that 

their availability is to be maintained for the emergency prevention of Lyme disease and the treatment of widespread 

seasonal infections of the upper respiratory tract [3]. The Ministry of Health is responsible for pharmaceutical regulations,  

and no evidence of a legislative ban on the prescription-free sale of antibiotics has been found on the ministry’s website or in 

the World Health Organization's Library of National Action Plans [6, 7]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 27 of 10 April 2019. "On the Establishment of the List of 

Pharmaceuticals Approved for Sale without a Medical Prescription" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 10 апреля 2019 г. № 27 "Об установлении перечня лекарственных средств, реализуемых без 

рецепта врача"") [https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21934175&p1=1&p5=0]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 1301 of 29 November 2015. "On Actions to Reduce the 

Antimicrobial Resistance of Microorganisms" ("Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 29 

ноября 2015 г. № 1301 'О мерах по снижению антибактериальной резизтентности микроорганизмов'"). 

[http://www.belriem.by/images/Pr_MZ_1031_29.12.2015.pdf]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. "Dispensing of Medicines without Prescription" ("О безрецептурном 
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отпуске лексредств"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/novoe-na-sayte/o-bezretsepturnom-otpuske-leksredstv%202/]. Accessed 

31 July 2020.  

[6] World Health Organization. "Library of national action plans." [http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-resistance/national-

action-plans/library/en/]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Healthcare of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 31 July 2020. 

 

1.1.2b 

Is there national legislation or regulation in place requiring prescriptions for antibiotic use for animals? 

Yes = 2 , Yes, but there is evidence of gaps in enforcement = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no comprehensive legislation or regulation currently in place requiring prescriptions for antibiotic use for animals. 

Oversight of the use of veterinary pharmaceuticals in veterinary medicine and livestock farming falls under the remit of the 

Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food [1]. In accordance with 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food Resolution No. 16 of 17 March 2011, veterinary medicines named under "List A" are subject 

to issuance by prescription only [2]. "List A" is defined by the Ministry of Health in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 42 of 17 

April 2015. The only antibiotics included in the Ministry of Health's "List A" are cytotoxic antibiotics [3]. No evidence of 

comprehensive legislation or regulation requiring prescriptions for antibiotic use for animals has been identified on the 

websites of the Ministry of Health (responsible for pharmaceutical regulation) or Ministry of Agriculture and Food, or in the 

World Health Organization's Library of National Action Plans [4, 5, 6]. 

 

[1] Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food. "About the 

Department" ("О департаменте"). [http://www.dvpn.gov.by/o-departamente/]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 16 of 17 March 2011. "On the Approval of the 

Veterinary and Sanitary Rules Concerning the Use, Sale, Storage and Production of Veterinary Medicines in the Republic of 

Belarus and the Repeal of Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 48 of 29 July 2010" 

(«Постановление Министерства сельского хозяйства и продовольствия Республики Беларусь от 17 марта 2011г. №16 

«Об утверждении Ветеринарно-санитарных правил применения, реализации, хранения и производства ветеринарных 

препаратов в Республике Беларусь и признании утратившим силу постановления Министерства сельского хозяйства и 

продовольствия Республики Беларусь от 29 июля 2010 г. № 48»). [http://mshp.gov.by/documents/technical-

acts/e9bac05b8547bcf9.html]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 42 of 17 April 2016. "On the Establishment of the List of 

Medicines under 'List A' and the Order and Conditions of its Maintenance" ("Постановление Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 17 апреля 2015 г. № 42 «Об установлении перечня лекарственных средств, 

относящихся к списку «А», а также порядка и условий его ведения»"). [http://kodeksy-by.com/norm_akt/source-

%D0%9C%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%20%D0%A0%D0%91/type-

%D0%9F%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5/42-

17.04.2015.htm]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Healthcare of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[6] World Health Organization (WHO). "Library of national action plans." [http://www.who.int/antimicrobial-

resistance/national-action-plans/library/en/]. Accessed 31 July 2020. 
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1.2 ZOONOTIC DISEASE 

1.2.1 National planning for zoonotic diseases/pathogens 

1.2.1a 

Is there national legislation, plans, or equivalent strategy documents on zoonotic disease? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is no unified national law, plan or equivalent strategy document on zoonotic disease, but there are at least six national 

plans, guidelines and laws that lay out the strategy for 6 individual zoonotic diseases. The Ministry of Health has devised 

strategies for five zoonoses: leptospirosis (adopted 2013), plague (2005), hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (2013), 

tularemia (2013) and tick-borne infections (2012) [1, 2, 3, 4, 5].  

 

Taking the plague strategy as an illustrative example, the chief state sanitary doctor for each region of the country is 

responsible for implementing and monitoring compliance with the strategy's provisions. [2] It includes measures to prevent 

the disease entering the country or breaking out; the primary response mechanism to suspicions of plague among people; 

measures to eliminate the disease in infection locations; the order of hospitalization of people ill with plague; isolation 

measures for people who have had contact with infected or suspected-infected people; extermination measures for vermin. 

[2] In addition, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food has developed a plan for echinococcosis [6]. 

 

In the past, the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture and Food jointly planned for brucellosis, anthrax, rabies as well 

as yersiniosis, Q fever, listeriosis, psittacosis, salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis, but all of these documents have expired 

[7, 8, 9, 10]. Of the expired legislation, two pieces have been superseded (for anthrax and rabies), but these new documents 

are issued solely by the Ministry for Agriculture and Food and only treat them as animal diseases, not zoonoses. [11, 12] The 

Ministry for Agriculture and Food also previously planned for avian influenza [13]. There is no mention of a unified or 

overarching plan on the websites of the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of Agriculture and Food [14, 15]. The most recent 

available OIE PVS Evaluation Report for Belarus, produced in 2015, confirms that the legislative framework in 2015 described 

specific measures for relevant animal diseases and zoonoses, but a list of compulsory notifiable animal diseases in 

accordance with OIE recommendations was not properly addressed in national legislation. [16] 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 7 April 2014. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for the 

Organisation and Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and Spread 

of Leptospirosis" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 

лептоспироза»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_765257_PostMZ_N27_2014_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 

July 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 21 November 2005. "Health Rules 3.4./4.2. 19-30- 2005 2005 The 

Prevention of the Spread of Plague Among People. Laboratorial Diagnosis of Plague'" ("Санитарные правила 3.4./4.2. 19-30-

2005 2005 «Профилактика заболевания людей чумой. Лабораторная диагностика чумы»". 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_304250_Epidem_3312_2005.doc]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 26 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

Organisations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 

Spread of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и 

проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, 

возникновения и распространения геморрагической лихорадки с почечным синдромом»"). 
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[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_951204_PostMZ_N131_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 30 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

Organisations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 

Spread of Tularemia" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 

туляремии»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_976634_PostMZ_N134_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 
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1.2.1b 

Is there national legislation, plans or equivalent strategy document(s) which includes measures for risk identification and 

reduction for zoonotic disease spillover events from animals to humans? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is national legislation that includes measures for risk identification and reduction for zoonotic disease spillover events 

from animals to humans in Belarus.  

 

The Veterinary Hygiene Rules for the Inspection of Meat Animals, Meat and Meat Products, as introduced by Resolution of 

the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Production No. 44 of 18 April 2008 "On Approval of the Veterinary Hygiene Rules for the 

Inspection of Meat Animals, Meat and Meat Products and the Repeal of the Veterinary Guidelines", set out the guidelines for 

antemortem and postmortem inspection of meat animals to ensure the quality and safety of meat and meat products, 

including with regard to zoonoses. All meat animals must be subjected to veterinary inspection and meat and meat products 

must undergo veterinary hygiene inspection and veterinary certification. The zoonoses specifically named in the rules include 

plague, erysipeloid, leptospirosis, streptococcosis, chlamydia, tuberculosis, rabies, brucellosis, glanders and ringworm, among 

others [6].  

 

The Ministry of Health has devised strategies for five zoonoses: leptospirosis (adopted 2013), plague (2005), hemorrhagic 

fever with renal syndrome (2013), tularemia (2013) and tick-borne infections (2012) [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]. Taking the health rules 

pertaining to plague as an illustrative example of the nature of these strategies, the chief state sanitary doctor for each 
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region of the country is responsible for implementing and monitoring compliance with their provisions. [2] It includes 

measures to eliminate the disease in infection locations; the procedure for hospitalization of people ill with plague; isolation 

measures for people who have had contact with infected or suspected-infected people; extermination measures for vermin 

[2].  

 

The most recent available World Organization for Animal Health (OIE) PVS Evaluation Report for Belarus, produced in 2015, 

confirms that national legislation includes measures for risk identification and reduction for zoonotic disease spillover events 

from animals to humans [7]. It notes a good level of implementation among large agricultural enterprises, but poor 

implementation at small farms and inconsistent implementation at abattoirs. More recent information on implementation of 

the Veterinary Hygiene Rules for the Inspection of Meat Animals, Meat and Meat Products has not been identified. 
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противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 
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Prevention of Tick-Borne Diseases' and the Repeal of Chief State Doctor Resolution No. 103 of 16 December 2002 and 
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г. No. 192 « Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий,направленных на профилактику заболеваний, передаваемых иксодовыми 

клещами» и признании утратившими силу постановления Главного государственного санитарного врача Республики 

Беларусь от 16 декабря 2002 г. No 103 и постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 

марта 2011 г. No 21"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/post_mzrb-07122012-1921.pdf]. Accessed 31 

July 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Agriculture and Food Production. Resolution of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food Production No. 44 of 18 

April 2008. "On Approval of the Veterinary Hygiene Rules for the Inspection of Meat Animals, Meat and Meat Products and 

the Repeal of the Veterinary Guidelines" ("Об утверждении ветеринарно-санитарных правил осмотра убойных животных 

и ветеринарно-санитарной экспертизы мяса и мясных продуктов и признании утратившими силу ветеринарных 
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методических указаний"). [https://mshp.gov.by/documents/technical-acts/fcef1f669cfdb0c5.html]. Accessed 3 August 

2020.  

[7] World Organization for Animal Health. November 2015. "PVS Evaluation Report Republic of Belarus". 

[https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Support_to_OIE_Members/docs/pdf/20150516_PVS_Report_of_Belarus.pdf]. 

Accessed 3 August 2020. 

 

1.2.1c 

Is there national legislation, plans, or guidelines that account for the surveillance and control of multiple zoonotic pathogens 

of public health concern? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There are national plans, guidelines and laws that individually account for the surveillance and control of at least 6 zoonotic 

diseases. Tularemia, leptospirosis, plague, hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome and tick-borne infections and 

echinococcosis are the 6 zoonotic diseases for which laws and guidelines for surveillance and control exist. As an illustrative 

example of the nature of the surveillance and control activities stipulated under these strategic national plans, Ministry of  

Health of the Republic of Belarus Health Standards and Rules “Requirements for the organization and Undertaking of Anti-

epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of Hemorrhagic Fever with Renal 

Syndrome” of 26 December 2013 requires that specialists of the regional branches of the Minsk City Center for Hygiene and 

Epidemiology (including a zoologist and an epidemiologist) must identify and catalogue the natural sources of hemorrhagic 

fever with renal syndrome, identify testing locations and systematically monitor the population of rodent carriers, among 

other things. Local authorities must take action to keep areas under their control clean and remove any build-up of rubbish, 

among other things [3]. The Ministry of Agriculture and Food monitors and controls echinococcosis [6]. In the past, the 

Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture and Food jointly monitored and controlled brucellosis, anthrax, rabies as well  

as yersiniosis, Q fever, listeriosis, psittacosis, salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis, but all of these documents have now 

expired [7, 8, 9, 10]. Of the expired legislation, only two pieces have been superseded (for anthrax and rabies), but these new 

documents are issued solely by the Ministry for Agriculture and Food and only treat them as animal diseases, not zoonoses 

[11, 12]. The Ministry for Agriculture and Food also previously monitored and controlled for avian influenza [13]. 
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[13] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "On the Approval of the Veterinary Health Rules for 

Counteracting Avian Influenza" ("Об утверждении Ветеринарно-санитарных правил по борьбе с гриппом птиц"). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3961&p0=W206p0024]. Accessed 3 August 2020. 

 

1.2.1d 

Is there a department, agency, or similar unit dedicated to zoonotic disease that functions across ministries? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of a zoonotic disease unit that functions across ministries, beyond incidental cooperation, in 

Belarus. The websites of the Ministry of Health, the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food and the Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight make no mention of any 

such body. [1, 2, 3, 4] In the past, many but not all of the national plans, guidelines and laws that account for the surveillance 

and control of individual zoonoses were the result of inter-ministry cooperation. For example, the Health and Veterinary 

Rules in relation to zoonotic disease psittacosis (adopted in 2002) were jointly developed by the Ministry of Health, the 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, the Scientific Research 

Institute for Epidemiology and Microbiology, the S.N. Vyshelessky Institute of Experimental Veterinary Science at the 

Byelorussian National Academy of Sciences, Mazyr State Pedagogical University, Vitebsk State Academy of Veterinary 

Medicine, and Vitebsk State Medical University. [5] All such regulations have expired, there is no evidence of a unified body 

having coordinated such efforts in the past, and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food has opted to regulate on certain 

infections independently and purely as animal diseases, whereas previously they were jointly monitored as zoonoses. Aside 

from psittacosis, in the past, the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food jointly monitored and controlled 

brucellosis, anthrax, rabies, yersiniosis, Q fever, listeriosis, salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis. [6, 7, 8, 9] The Republican 

Headquarters for Emergency Measures to Eliminate African Swine Fever and Other Dangerous Animal Diseases was 

established in 2013 to coordinate the government’s response to an outbreak of the non-zoonotic African swine fever and 

unspecified ‘other dangerous animal diseases’. [10] No information on the work of this body is available in the public domain 

and its foundational regulations do not specifically mention zoonotic disease. [10] As such, it is impossible to confirm 

whether this public body could function as a zoonotic disease unit. The PVS Evaluation Report Republic of Belarus 2015 

makes no mention of a zoonotic disease unit that functions across multiple ministries. [11] 

 

[1] Ministry of Healthcare of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[4] Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight. [http://www.dvpn.gov.by/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus and Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. 31 

December 2002. "Health and Veterinary Rules 'Health of the Population in Relation to the Effect of Microbiological Aspect of 

the Human Habitat. Psittacosis" ("Санитарных и Ветеринарных правил «Состояние здоровья населения в связи с 
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влиянием микробиологического фактора среды обитания человека. Орнитоз»"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_256727_Epidem_338_2002.doc]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[6] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "On the Approval of the Health and Veterinary Rules 

'Health of the Population in Relation to the Effect of Microbiological Aspect of the Human Habitat. Brucellosis'" ("Об 

утверждении Санитарных и Ветеринарно-санитарных правил "Состояние здоровья населения в связи с влиянием 

микробиологического фактора среды обитания человека. Бруцеллез"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3961&p0=W210p0067]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[7] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "On the Approval of the Health and Veterinary Rules 

on The Prevention and Counteraction of Anthrax" ("Об утверждении Ветеринарных и Санитарных правил по 

профилактике и борьбе с сибирской язвой"). [http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3961&p0=W203p0227]. Accessed 3 

August 2020.  

[8] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus and 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 54/54 of 15 June 2018. "On the Repeal of Ministry 

of Health of the Republic of Belarus and Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 28/10 of 

30 May 2000" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь и Министерства сельского 

хозяйства и продовольствия Республики Беларусь от 15 июня 2018 г. No. 54/54 «О признании утратившим силу 

постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь и Министерства сельского хозяйства и 

продовольствия Республики Беларусь от 30 мая 2000 г. No. 28/10»") 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21833254p&p1=1]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[9] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus and 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 19/19 of 21 February 2018. "On the Repeal of 

Certain Resolutions of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus and Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic 

of Belarus" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь и Министерства сельского 

хозяйства и продовольствия Республики Беларусь от 21 февраля 2018 г. No. 19/19 «О признании утратившими силу 

некоторых постановлений Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь и Министерства сельского хозяйства 

и продовольствия Республики Беларусь"). 

[http://pravo.by/document/index.php?guid=12551&p0=W21832874p&p1=&p5=0]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[10] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 758 of 29 August 2013."On Additional Measures to Eliminate and Prevent the Spread of African Swine Fever and 

Other Dangerous Animal Diseases" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 29 августа 2013 г. № 758 

«О дополнительных мерах по ликвидации и недопущению распространения африканской чумы свиней и других 

опасных болезней животных»"). [https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/13bl0758/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[11] World Organization for Animal Health. November 2015. "PVS Evaluation Report Republic of Belarus". 

[https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Support_to_OIE_Members/docs/pdf/20150516_PVS_Report_of_Belarus.pdf]. 

Accessed 03 August 2020. 

 

1.2.2 Surveillance systems for zoonotic diseases/pathogens 

1.2.2a 

Does the country have a national mechanism (either voluntary or mandatory) for owners of livestock to conduct and report 

on disease surveillance to a central government agency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

The country has a compulsory national mechanism for owners of livestock to conduct disease surveillance and report findings 

to the state veterinary service branch local to the site of the infection. This is a requirement introduced under Law of the 
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Republic of Belarus No. 438-Z of 24 October 2016 “On the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to the Law of the 

Republic of Belarus ‘On Veterinary Activities’”, which requires companies and individuals that are party to veterinary activities 

to inform without delay the local state veterinary service upon the emergence of grounds for suspicion of animal disease 

(refusal of feed, elevated temperature, uncharacteristic behavior) and upon the death of animals. [1] State Veterinary 

Oversight is responsible for monitoring compliance with veterinary health regulations by companies and individuals engaged 

in the production, preparation, storage, processing, transport and sale of animal products. No specific information on 

precisely how diseases are to be reported to this body is provided, however, the organization’s website lists 26 branches 

located in cities around Belarus with their telephone numbers and addresses. [2] 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 438-Z of 24 

October 2016. "On the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to the Law of the Republic of Belarus 'On Veterinary 

Activities'" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 24 октября 2016 г. No. 438-Z «О внесении изменений и дополнений в Закон 

Республики Беларусь «О ветеринарной деятельности»") 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H11600438&p1=1]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[2] Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight. "State Entity Veterinary Oversight" ("ГУ "Ветеринарный 

надзор""). [http://www.dvpn.gov.by/struktura/vetnadzor/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

 

1.2.2b 

Is there legislation and/or regulations that safeguard the confidentiality of information generated through surveillance 

activities for animals (for owners)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There are laws or guidelines that safeguard the confidentiality of information generated through surveillance activities for 

animals (for owners). Law No. 455-Z of 10 November 2008 “On Information, Information Technology and Data Protection” 

provides general protections for personal data (defined as information allowing an individual to be identified), requiring 

written permission for the collection, processing, storage and transfer of personal data until it is destroyed or 

depersonalized, unless otherwise dictated by law. [1] The same law stipulates that information about the condition of 

healthcare and agriculture is considered public data and cannot be subject to limitations on access, dissemination or 

disclosure, though it is not clear that information generated through animal surveillance activities would constitute 

information about the condition of healthcare and agriculture for the purposes of this law. [1] In any case, data protections 

exist under the state information system for the identification, registration, traceability of agricultural animals (herds) and 

the identification and traceability of animal products under Law No. 287-Z of 15 July 2015 “On the Identification, 

Registration, Traceability of Agricultural Animals (Herds) and the Identification and Traceability of Animal Products”, which  

includes information on the epizootic situation at agricultural facilities. [2] Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1102 of 29 

December 2015 “On Measures for the Implementation of the Law of the Republic of Belarus On the Identification, 

Registration, Traceability of Agricultural Animals (Herds) and the Identification and Traceability of Animal Products and the 

Amendment of Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 156 of 17 February 2012” requires data 

protection measures be undertaken by those subject to the Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 287-Z of 15 July 2015, i.e. 

agricultural animal owners, producers of animal product foodstuffs and those that produce animal identification materials 

(e.g. brands, tattoos, microchips) in accordance with the relevant legislation (i.e. Law No. 455-Z of 10 November 2008 “On 

Information, Information Technology and Data Protection”). [3] The UNCTAD data protection and privacy legislation database 

contains no further information. [4] No specific data protection provisions exist under the legislation that requires the 

reporting of instances of animal disease, namely Law No. 438-Z of 24 October 2016 “On the Introduction of Amendments 

and Additions to the Law of the Republic of Belarus ‘On Veterinary Activities.’” [5] The Department of Veterinary and Food 

Production Oversight, Ministry of Agriculture and Food and Ministry of Health websites make no mention of confidentiality 
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for information generated through surveillance activities for animals' owners. [6, 7, 8] 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 455-Z of 10 

November 2008. "On Information, Information Technology and Data Protection" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 10 

ноября 2008 г. № 455-З «Об информации, информатизации и защите информации»"). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=H10800455]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[2] House of Representatives of the Republic of Belarus. Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 207-Z of 15 July 2015. "On the 

Identification, Registration, Traceability of Agricultural Animals (Herds) and the Identification and Traceability of Animal 

Products" ("Закон Республики Беларусь 15 июля 2015 г. n 287-з "об идентификации, регистрации, прослеживаемости 

сельскохозяйственных животных (стад), идентификации и прослеживаемости продуктов животного происхождения"). 

[http://airc.by/doc2/%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD.pdf]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[3] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 1102 of 29 December 2015. "On Measures for the 

Implementation of the Law of the Republic of Belarus On the Identification, Registration, Traceability of Agricultural Animals 

(Herds) and the Identification and Traceability of Animal Products and the Amendment of Resolution of the Council of 

Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 156 of 17 February 2012" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики 

Беларусь 29 декабря 2015 г. n 1102 О мерах по реализации закона республики беларусь "об идентификации, 

регистрации, прослеживаемости сельскохозяйственных животных (стад), идентификации и прослеживаемости 

продуктов животного происхождения" и внесении дополнений в постановление совета министров республики 

беларусь от 17 февраля 2012 г. n 156"). [http://airc.by/doc2/1102.pdf]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[4] United Nations Conference of Trade and Development (UNCTAD). Data protection and privacy legislation database. 

"Cyberlaw Tracker: The case of Belarus, Data Protection & Privacy Laws". 

[https://unctad.org/en/Pages/DTL/STI_and_ICTs/ICT4D-Legislation/CountryDetail.aspx?country=by]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 438-Z of 24 

October 2016. "On the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to the Law of the Republic of Belarus 'On Veterinary 

Activities'" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 24 октября 2016 г. No. 438-З «О внесении изменений и дополнений в Закон 

Республики Беларусь «О ветеринарной деятельности»") 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H11600438&p1=1]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[6] Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight. [http://www.dvpn.gov.by/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 3 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 3 August 2020. 

 

1.2.2c 

Does the country conduct surveillance of zoonotic disease in wildlife (e.g., wild animals, insects, other disease vectors)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is publicly available evidence that Belarus conducts surveillance of zoonotic disease in wild animals.  

 

Under the national laws concerning individual zoonoses, the surveillance of individual zoonoses in animal populations is 

mandatory. For example, the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Health Standards and Rules “Requirements for the 

organization and Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of 

Tularemia” of 30 December 2013 call for, among other things, active infection sites to be investigated twice a year and for 

rodents to be tested for the disease at the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health and the relevant 

regional center. [1] 

 

The State Report on the Sanitary-Epidemiological Situation in the Republic of Belarus in 2012 indicates that surveillance of 
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zoonotic disease in wild animals has been carried out in Belarus, for example, it reports that the incidence of yersinia in 

rodents was 3.6% and the incidence of tick-borne encephalitis virus in ticks was 8.5%. [2] In 2016, the State Sanitary Service 

published the State Report on the Sanitary-Epidemiological Situation in the Republic of Belarus in 2015. [3] However, the link 

to download the report is broken, and there is no public information about whether the report included information about 

zoonoses in wild animals. [3] 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 30 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

organizations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 

Spread of Tularaemia" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 

туляремии»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_976634_PostMZ_N134_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 4 

December 2020.  

[2] Biblioteka besplatnykh materialov. "State Report on the Sanitary-Epidemiological Situation in the Republic of Belarus in 

2012" ("Государственный доклад «О санитарно-эпидемиологической обстановке в Республике Беларусь в 2012 

году»"). [http://new.z-pdf.ru/33raznoe/242528-1-respubliki-belarus-gosudarstvenniy-doklad-o-sanitarno-

epidemiologicheskoy-obstanovke-respublike-belarus-2012-godu.php]. Accessed 2 April 2021.  

[3] Vitebsk Regional Center for Hygiene and Epidemiology. 20 June 2016. "State Report 'Health and Epidemiological Situation 

in the Republic of Belarus in 2015'" ("Государственный доклад "О санитарно-эпидемиологической обстановке в 

Республике Беларусь в 2015 году"). [http://vzcge.by/new/gosudarstvennyy-doklad-o-sanitarno-epidemiologicheskoy-0]. 

Accessed 4 December 2020. 

 

1.2.3 International reporting of animal disease outbreaks 

1.2.3a 

Has the country submitted a report to OIE on the incidence of human cases of zoonotic disease for the last calendar year? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2019 

 

OIE WAHIS database 

 

1.2.4 Animal health workforce 

1.2.4a 

Number of veterinarians per 100,000 people 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: - 

 

No data available 

 

OIE WAHIS database 

 



 

 
20 

1.2.4b 

Number of veterinary para-professionals per 100,000 people 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: - 

 

No data available 

 

OIE WAHIS database 

 

1.2.5 Private sector and zoonotic 

1.2.5a 

Does the national plan on zoonotic disease or other legislation, regulations, or plans include mechanisms for working with 

the private sector in controlling or responding to zoonoses? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of specific mechanisms for working together or for involving the private sector in disease control or 

response in the legislation, regulations and plans addressing individual zoonotic diseases. The five individual strategies for 

dealing with leptospirosis (adopted 2013), plague (2005), hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (2013), tularemia (2013) 

and tick-borne infections (2012) respectively include provisions requiring private sector actors to protect their premises from 

vector organisms such as rodents and ticks, but do not contain mechanisms for working together or for involving the private 

sector in disease control or response. [1, 2, 3, 4, 5] No evidence of specific joint-action plans or mechanisms has been 

identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture and Food, Republican Scientific and Practical 

Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology or Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [6, 7, 8, 9] The 

PVS Evaluation Report Republic of Belarus 2015 does not refer to specific mechanisms for working together or for involving 

the private sector in disease control or response. [10] 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 7 April 2014. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for the 

organization and Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of 

Leptospirosis" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращениезаноса, возникновения и распространения 

лептоспироза»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_765257_PostMZ_N27_2014_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 

July 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 21 November 2005. "Health Rules 3.4./4.2. 19-30- 2005 2005 The 

Prevention of the Spread of Plague Among People. Laboratorial Diagnosis of Plague" ("Санитарные правила 3.4./4.2. 19-30-

2005 2005 «Профилактика заболевания людей чумой. Лабораторная диагностика чумы»". 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_304250_Epidem_3312_2005.doc]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 26 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

Organizations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 

Spread of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и 

проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, 

возникновения и распространения геморрагической лихорадки с почечным синдромом»"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_951204_PostMZ_N131_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 July 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 30 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

Organizations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 
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Spread of Tularemia" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 

туляремии»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_976634_PostMZ_N134_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 31 

July 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 192 of 7 December 2012. "On the Approval of the Health 

Standards and Rules: Requirements for Organizations and the Undertaking of Anti-Epidemic Measures Aimed at the 

Prevention of Tick-Borne Diseases' and the Repeal of Chief State Doctor Resolution No. 103 of 16 December 2002 and 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 21 of 16 December 2002" ("Постановление от 7 декабря 2012 

г. No. 192 « Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий,направленных на профилактику заболеваний, передаваемых иксодовыми 

клещами» и признании утратившими силу постановления Главного государственного санитарного врача Республики 

Беларусь от 16 декабря 2002 г. No 103 и постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 

марта 2011 г. No 21"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/post_mzrb-07122012-1921.pdf]. Accessed 31 

July 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[8] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 4 

August 2020.  

[9] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[10] World Organization for Animal Health. November 2015. "PVS Evaluation Report Republic of Belarus". 

[https://www.oie.int/fileadmin/Home/eng/Support_to_OIE_Members/docs/pdf/20150516_PVS_Report_of_Belarus.pdf]. 

Accessed 4 August 2020. 

 

1.3 BIOSECURITY 

1.3.1 Whole-of- government biosecurity systems 

1.3.1a 

Does the country have in place a record, updated within the past five years, of the facilities in which especially dangerous 

pathogens and toxins are stored or processed, including details on inventories and inventory management systems of those 

facilities? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that the country has in place a record, updated within the past 2 years of the facilities in which 

especially dangerous pathogens and toxins are stored or processed, including details on inventories and inventory 

management systems of those facilities. The Ministry of Health issues licenses permitting work with dangerous pathogens. 

[1] The list of dangerous pathogens is set out in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 118 of 21 November 2016. [2] Pathogens in 

the third and fourth risk categories may only be handled by state laboratories. [3] The legislation specifies that the Ministry of 

Health retains a copy of each license, but no provisions are made under the law for a consolidated and frequently updated 

record of the relevant facilities. No evidence of any such records exists on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of 

Defense, Ministry of Agriculture, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or the Republican Scientific 

and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [4, 5, 6, 7, 8] Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building 

Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention, access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear 

whether they contain information on this subject. [9] No relevant legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, 
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Training and Information Center's Biological Weapons Convention legislation database. [10] 

 

[1] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 1074 of 26 December 2016. "On the Order and Conditions 

of Obtaining Permission to Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents" 

("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 26.12.2016 No. 1074 «Положение о порядке и условиях 

получения разрешений на осуществление работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и патогенными 

биологическими агентами"). [http://www.government.by/upload/docs/file6f6183e1c7d41342.PDF]. Accessed 4 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 118 of 21 November 2016. "On the Establishment of the List of Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and 

Pathogenic Biological Agents" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 21 ноября 2016 

г. № 118 'Об установлении перечня условно-патогенных микроорганизмов и патогенных биологических агентов'"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731624&p1=1]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). 11 January 2017. "List of potentially pathogenic 

microorganisms and pathogenic biological agents approved in Belarus" ("В Беларуси утвержден перечень условно-

патогенных микроорганизмов и патогенных биологических агентов"). [http://pravo.by/novosti/novosti-pravo-

by/2017/january/22574/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Defense Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mil.by/en/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[8] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 4 

August 2020.  

[9] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[10] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 

[https://www.vertic.org/programmes/biological-weapons-and-materials/bwc-legislation-database/b/]. Accessed 6 August 

2020. 

 

1.3.1b 

Does the country have in place legislation and/or regulations related to biosecurity which address requirements such as 

physical containment, operation practices, failure reporting systems, and/or cybersecurity of facilities in which especially 

dangerous pathogens and toxins are stored or processed? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

The country has in place legislation and regulations related to biosecurity that address requirements such as physical 

containment and operational practices at facilities in which especially dangerous pathogens and toxins are stored or 

processed. The regulations for those working with potentially pathogenic microorganisms and pathogenic biological agents 

and for the organization and implementation of accounting for, storing, transferring and transporting them are laid out in 

Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. [1] The regulations for physical containment and operational practices 

are laid out in detail, but there are no provisions concerning failure reporting systems or cybersecurity at such facilities.  

While this piece of legislation mainly concerns biosafety, biosecurity is addressed under point 24, section 2, which stipulates 

that laboratories must be planned, constructed and equipped in such a manner as to prevent intruders from gaining access 

to the premises. Some details about the security arrangements at the Republican Research and Practical Center for 

Epidemiology and Microbiology are provided in a media article published by Tut.by on 28 September 2018, following a tour 
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of the laboratory for journalists as part of the Ministry of Health’s international conference Molecular Diagnosis – 2018. In 

particular, all employees are under constant video surveillance and access is by electronic pass only, with restricted access to 

glove box areas. [2] Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological 

Weapons Convention, access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on this subject. [3] No 

further relevant legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center Biological 

Weapons Convention legislation database. [4] 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules "Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 6 января 2017 г. № 2 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и 

правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 

патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 

транспортировки»"). [http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731726p&p1=1]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[2] tut.br. 28 September 2018. "Swine Flu and Ebola. How the Most Dangerous Infections are Researched and Stored in 

Belarus" ("Свиной грипп и лихорадка Эбола. Как в Беларуси исследуют и хранят вирусы самых опасных инфекций") 

[https://news.tut.by/society/609624.html]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[3] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[4] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 

[https://www.vertic.org/programmes/biological-weapons-and-materials/bwc-legislation-database/b/]. Accessed 6 August 

2020. 

 

1.3.1c 

Is there an established agency (or agencies) responsible for the enforcement of biosecurity legislation and regulations? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no established, dedicated agency responsible for the enforcement of biosecurity legislation and regulations. 

Belarus's main item of biosecurity legislation, Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017, does not specify an 

agency responsible for enforcement [1]. Law No. 340-Z of January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the 

Population” states that the Ministry of Health and its subsidiary bodies are responsible for organizing state health monitoring 

and implementing government policy in the relevant areas, but does not mention responsibility for enforcing biosecurity 

regulations [2]. However, the Ministry of Health issues licenses for those working with potentially pathogenic microorganisms 

and pathogenic biological agents and for the organization and implementation of accounting for, storing, transferring and 

transporting them, and can withdraw licenses upon violations of the legislative requirements [3]. The legislation requires that 

at each organization working with potentially pathogenic microorganisms and pathogenic biological agents, a commission for 

oversight of compliance with the biological safety requirements be established to oversee biological safety compliance; 

undertake actions to prevent emergency situations and resolve them; oversee the preparedness of colleagues for work with 

pathogens; analyze any identified biological safety violations, conditions leading to them and reasons for emergency 

situations; and to develop an action plan to improve the effectiveness of the biological safety system and compliance with 

the health and epidemiological requirements for those working with pathogens [1]. The responsibilities of the commission 

center on biosafety and do not explicitly include oversight of biosecurity measures. Furthermore, the composition of the 

commission at each organization is determined by the head of the relevant organization, so the commissions are not capable 

of providing independent oversight [1]. The armed forces have a specialist unit of radiation, chemical and biological defense 
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troops, but their responsibilities do not extend to enforcement of biosecurity legislation [4]. Although Belarus has submitted 

Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention, access to the reports is 

restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [5]. No mention of an agency responsible for the 

enforcement of biosecurity legislation and regulations is made on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, 

Ministry of Food and Agriculture, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican Scientific and 

Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology [6, 7, 8, 9, 10]. No relevant legislation has been identified in the 

Verification Research, Training and Information Center Biological Weapons Convention legislation database [11]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 
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("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 26.12.2016 No. 1074 «Положение о порядке и условиях 

получения разрешений на осуществление работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и патогенными 

биологическими агентами"). [http://www.government.by/upload/docs/file6f6183e1c7d41342.PDF]. Accessed 4 August 

2020.  

[4] Ministry of Defense Republic of Belarus. "Directorate of radiation, chemical and biological Defense and ecology of the 

Armed Forces Headquarters" ("Управление радиационной, химической, биологической защиты и экологии 

Генерального штаба Вооруженных Сил"). [http://www.mil.by/ru/forces/special/rhbz/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[5] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Defense Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mil.by/en/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[9] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[10] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 4 

August 2020.  
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1.3.1d 

Is there public evidence that shows that the country has taken action to consolidate its inventories of especially dangerous 

pathogens and toxins into a minimum number of facilities? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that the country has taken action to consolidate its inventories of especially dangerous pathogens 

and toxins into a minimum number of facilities.  

 

The Ministry of Health controls work with dangerous pathogens through licensing [1]. The list of dangerous pathogens is set 

out in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 118 of 21 November 2016 [2]. Pathogens in the third and fourth risk categories may 

only be handled by state laboratories [3]. "The Safety Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic 

Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the Organization and Implementation of Accounting for, 

Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them" (adopted by the Ministry of Health in 2017) set out the regulations for working 

with especially dangerous pathogens, pathogens with pandemic potential [4]. These requirements stipulate that 

organizations with a license to conduct activities with category 1 pathogens (low level of risk for the lives and health of the 

population, rarely causing infections) must transfer any pathogens of risk categories 2&4 that are identified in their 

laboratories to central laboratories. In particular, category 2 pathogens are to be transferred to regional centers for hygiene, 

epidemiology and public health, Minsk City Center for Hygiene and Epidemiology or the Republican Center for Hygiene, 

Epidemiology and Public Health, while category 4 pathogens (very high risk for the lives and health of the population with no 

known preventions or cures) are to be transferred to the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and 

Microbiology. The Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology's collection of pathogenic 

bacteria and viruses was included in the State Register of Scientific Assets Forming Part of Belarus's National Legacy in 

accordance with Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1152 of 14 December 2012 On the Declaration of Collections of Genetic 

Resources and Strains of Fungi, Viruses and Bacteria as Scientific Assets that Form Part of the National Legacy, suggesting 

that this entity's collection is unique [5]. The websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense and Ministry of 

Agriculture make no mention of any such efforts [6, 7, 8]. No further relevant legislation has been identified in the 

Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) legislation database 

[9]. 

 

[1] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 1074 of 26 December 2016. "On the Order and Conditions 
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населения от 7 января 2012 г. № 340-З") [http://kodeksy-by.com/zakon_rb_o_sanitarno-
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[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules "Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 6 января 2017 г. № 2 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и 

правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 



 

 
26 

патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 

транспортировки»"). [http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731726p&p1=1]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1152 of 14 

December 2012. "On the Declaration of Collections of Genetic Resources and Strains of Fungi, Viruses and Bacteria as 

Scientific Assets that Form Part of the National Legacy" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 14 

декабря 2012 г. No. 1152 «Об объявлении коллекций генетических ресурсов растений, штаммов грибов, вирусов и 

бактерий научными объектами, которые составляют национальное достояние»") 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21201152&p1=1&p5=0]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Defense Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mil.by/en/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[9] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 

[https://www.vertic.org/programmes/biological-weapons-and-materials/bwc-legislation-database/b/]. Accessed 6 August 

2020. 

 

1.3.1e 

Is there public evidence of in-country capacity to conduct Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR)–based diagnostic testing for 

anthrax and/or Ebola, which would preclude culturing a live pathogen? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of in-country capacity to conduct polymerase chain reaction (PCR)-based diagnostic testing for Ebola or 

anthrax that precludes the use of live cultures. Academic journal articles indicate that PCR testing capabilities exist for Ebola, 

but neither of these studies precluded the use of live cultures. “Think for yourselves, decide among yourselves: A tropical 

paradise and its hidden infectious side” by Galina Mokhnach in Belaruskaya Dumka No. 9 of 2014, indicates that the 

Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology is capable of PCR-based testing for Ebola [4]. 

However, a further academic article indicates that this PCR capability for Ebola testing does not preclude the use of live 

cultures. The Belarusian State Medical University academic article of 22 June 2016, “Ebola Virus Reactivation After Prolonged  

Storage” by scientists from the Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology indicates that 

PCR was used by the laboratory to confirm the authenticity of a live Ebola culture restored after storage [5]. An academic 

article from 24 July 2019, “Roadmap for Anthrax in Animals in the Republic of Belarus” by V.V. Maximovich indicates that 

research into the effectiveness of anthrax diagnosis using PCR is ongoing [6]. The eight PCR-test kits for the “diagnosis of 

especially dangerous diseases” purchased in 2013-2014 in accordance with Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic 

of Belarus Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 758 of 29 August 2013 “On Additional 

Measures to Eliminate and Prevent the Spread of African Swine Fever and Other Dangerous Animal Diseases”, are not known 

to have Ebola or anthrax testing capabilities [1]. Anthrax and Ebola are not listed among the 20 diseases for which the 

Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology produces PCR-test systems [2, 3]. No public 

information about PCR capabilities for Ebola, precluding the use of live cultures has been identified, or for anthrax in general 

on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Agriculture and Food or Ministry of Emergency 

Situations [7, 8, 9, 10]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological 

Weapons Convention, access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [11]. No 

relevant legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) Biological 

Weapons Convention (BWC) legislation database [12]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 758 of 29 August 2013."On Additional Measures to Eliminate and Prevent the Spread of African Swine Fever and 



 

 
27 

Other Dangerous Animal Diseases" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 29 августа 2013 г. № 758 
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[10] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[11] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-
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2020. 

 

1.3.2 Biosecurity training and practices 

1.3.2a 

Does the country require biosecurity training, using a standardized, required approach, such as through a common 

curriculum or a trainthe-trainer program, for personnel working in facilities housing or working with especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public information confirming that the country requires biosecurity training, using a standardized, required 

approach, such as through a common curriculum or a train-the-trainer program, for personnel working in facilities housing or 

working with especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential. Council of Ministers of 

the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 1074 of 26 December 2016 “On the Order and Conditions of Obtaining Permission to 

Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents” stipulates that to receive a license to 

work with dangerous pathogens, a laboratory must employ people with professional qualifications suited to such activities 

[1]. However, the precise qualifications are not outlined in the legislation. Article 16-1 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus 

No. 340-Z of 7 January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population” and Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 “On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules ‘Safety 

Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and 
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towards the organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them’” govern 

activities with dangerous pathogens, and they do not establish or require a standardized, required approach, such as through 

a common curriculum or a train-the-trainer program [2, 3]. No mention of a standardized, required approach, such as a 

common curriculum or a train-the-trainer program, is made on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, 

Ministry of Agriculture and Food [4, 5, 6]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 

under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain 

information on this subject [7]. No relevant legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and 

Information Center (VERTIC) BWC legislation database [8]. 
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1.3.3 Personnel vetting: regulating access to sensitive locations 

1.3.3a 

Do regulations or licensing conditions specify that security and other personnel with access to especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential are subject to the following checks: drug testing, 

background checks, and psychological or mental fitness checks? 

Personnel are subject to all three of these checks = 3, Personnel are subject to two of these checks = 2, Personnel are subject 

to one of these checks = 1, Personnel are not subject to any of these checks = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

The regulations and licensing conditions do not specify that security and other personnel with access to especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential are subject to any of the following checks: drug testing, 

background checks, or psychological or mental fitness checks. The licensing conditions are set out in Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 “On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules “Safety 

Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and 

towards the organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them” [1]. Beyond 

requirements towards the education and professional qualifications of those working with potentially pathogenic 

microorganisms and pathogenic biological agents, the only requirements are that the individuals have no medical 

counterindications for vaccinations, medications or wearing protective equipment. No mention is made of drug testing, 

background tests or psychological or mental fitness checks. Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 

1074 of 26 December 2016 “On the Order and Conditions of Obtaining Permission to Work with Potentially Pathogenic 

Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents” makes no mention of drug testing, background checks, or psychological or 

mental fitness check requirements for the purposes of granting permission to work with dangerous pathogens, toxins, or 

biological materials with pandemic potential [2]. No mention is made of drug testing, background tests or psychological or 

mental fitness checks for other personnel with access to especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with 

pandemic potential on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Agriculture and Food [3, 4, 5]. 

Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention 

(BWC), access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [6]. No relevant 

legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) BWC legislation 

database [7]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules "Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them'" ("Постановление 
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("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 26.12.2016 No. 1074 «Положение о порядке и условиях 

получения разрешений на осуществление работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и патогенными 

биологическими агентами"). [http://www.government.by/upload/docs/file6f6183e1c7d41342.PDF]. Accessed 6 August 
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[6] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[7] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 

[https://www.vertic.org/programmes/biological-weapons-and-materials/bwc-legislation-database/b/]. Accessed 6 August 
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1.3.4 Transportation security 

1.3.4a 

Does the country have publicly available information on national regulations on the safe and secure transport of infectious 

substances (specifically including Categories A and B)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus has publicly available information on national regulations on the safe and secure transport of infectious substances. 

Belarus is party to the "European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road” (ADR), 

which covers infectious substances, is binding for all commercial transporters, and covers categories A and B, having acceded 

to the agreement by virtue of Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 721 of 30 November 1992 “On the Accession of the 

Republic of Belarus to the International Agreement Concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous Goods by Road” 

(amended 2005) [1, 2, 3]. Further regulations on the safe and secure transport of infectious substances (risk categories 1-2 

and 3-4) can be found in chapter 13 of the "Safety Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic 

Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the Organization and Implementation of Accounting for, 

Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them", which were adopted by the Ministry of Health in 2017 [4]. However, the 

regulations do not specifically mention category A and B substances; rather, the legislation uses the Soviet pathogenic risk 

categories as set out under article 16-1 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of 7 January 2012 “On the Health and 

Epidemiological Welfare of the Population” [5]. Category 1 pathogens are deemed to pose a low level of risk to the lives and 

health of the population, rarely causing infections, category 2 pathogens pose a medium risk to the lives and health of the 

population, category 3 pose a very high risk to the lives and health of the population, while category 4 pathogens pose a very 

high risk to the lives and health of the population, with no known prevention or cure [6]. Particular requirements depending 

on risk category address the equipping of people accompanying deliveries of such substances with protective gear and 

disinfectants, the bureaucratic procedures for such transport operations and the containers in which such substances are to 

be transported, among other things. In addition, although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 

2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain 

information on this subject [5]. No relevant legislation has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and 

Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [7]. 

 

[1] United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. "Country information (Competent Authorities, Notifications) – Belarus". 

[https://www.unece.org/trans/danger/publi/adr/country-info_e.html#Belarus]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[2] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 721 of 30 November 1992. "On 

the Accession of the Republic of Belarus to the International Agreement Concerning the International Carriage of Dangerous 

Goods by Road" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 30 ноября 1992 г. №721 "О 

присоединении Республики Беларусь к международным договорам, регламентирующим перевозку грузов в 

международном автомобильном сообщении""). [http://pravo.kulichki.com/zak2007/bz60/dcm60499.htm]. Accessed 24 

September 2020.  

[3] United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. "European Agreement concerning the International Carriage of 

Dangerous Goods by Road". [https://www.unece.org/fileadmin/DAM/trans/publications/ADR_2019_vol1_1818953_E.pdf]. 

Accessed 24 September 2020.  

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 'Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them'" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 6 января 2017 г. № 2 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и 

правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 
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патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 

транспортировки»"). [http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731726p&p1=1]. Accessed 24 September 2020.  

[5] kodeksy-by.com. Article 16-1 of Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of 7 January 2012. "On the Health and 

Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" ("Ст. 16-1 Закон РБ О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии 

населения от 7 января 2012 г. № 340-З") [http://kodeksy-by.com/zakon_rb_o_sanitarno-

epidemiologicheskom_blagopoluchii_naseleniya/16-1.htm]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[6] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[7] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 
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1.3.5 Cross-border transfer and end-user screening 

1.3.5a 

Is there legislation and/or regulations in place to oversee the cross-border transfer and end-user screening of especially 

dangerous pathogens, toxins, and pathogens with pandemic potential? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is national legislation in place to oversee the cross-border transfer and end-user screening of especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins and pathogens with pandemic potential. Law No. 363-Z of 11 May 2016 “On Export Control” sets out the 

aims, means and regulation of export control, particularly with regard to "specific goods (work, services)", which are defined 

as goods for military use or dual use and goods controlled in the interests of Belarus’s national security that are included in 

one of the lists of specific goods [1]. One of the lists of specific goods named in the law is the "List of sources of disease 

(pathogens) for humans, animals and plants, their genetically modified forms, fragments of genetic material and equipment 

that can be used to create bacteriological (biological) and toxic weaponry". The list is set out under Appendix 1 to State 

Military-Industrial Committee of the Republic of Belarus and State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus Resolution 

No. 15/137 of 28 December 2007 “On the Creation of the Lists of Specific Goods”, and includes dangerous pathogens such as 

Crimean-Congo hemorrhagic fever virus, Ebola virus and Lassa fever virus, among others [2]. The means of export control 

outlined under Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 363-Z of 11 May 2016 “On Export Control” include exchanging information 

with the relevant authorities in other jurisdictions and international organizations; specifying procedural import, export and 

transit rules; licensing exporters and middlemen; and monitoring use of goods to ensure compliance with the declared 

purpose, among other things [1]. Specific end-user screening procedures include checks on the proper use of the imported or 

exported especially dangerous pathogens, toxins and pathogens with pandemic potential after their delivery, requirements 

for persons undertaking associated import/export activities to undertake identification procedures and the requirement to 

obtain permission from the relevant agency in order to carry out said activities with said substances. Although Belarus has 

submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the 

reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [3]. No additional information has been 

identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 363-Z of 11 May 

2016. "On Export Control" ("Закон Республики Беларусь 11 мая 2016 г. No. 363-З "Об экспортном контроле"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H11600363&p1=1&p5=0]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[2] State Military-Industrial Committee of the Republic of Belarus and State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus. 

Resolution No. 15/137 of 28 December 2007. "On the Creation of the Lists of Specific Goods" ("Постановление 
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Государственного Военно-Промышленного Комитета Республики Беларусь И Государственного Таможенного 
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[3] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-
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[4]  

[7] Verification Research, Training and Information Center. "BWC Legislation Database". 
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1.4 BIOSAFETY 

1.4.1 Whole-of-government biosafety systems 

1.4.1a 

Does the country have in place national biosafety legislation and/or regulations? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus has in place biosafety legislation and regulations. The regulations for those working with potentially pathogenic 

microorganisms and pathogenic biological agents and for the organization and implementation of accounting for, storing, 

transferring and transporting them are laid out in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 [1]. The regulations 

for physical containment and operational practices in laboratories are laid out in detail, including, for instance, regulations on 

safety signage, requirements to have reserve (back-up) hot water and electricity supplies and safety requirements towards 

the air ventilation system, including filtration [1]. Each room in the infectious zone should be equipped with germicidal lamps, 

and in laboratories handling pathogens of the highest risk category, infectious zones may not be equipped with water supply 

unless physical means of prevention of leakage or return flow are in place [1]. The safety regulations regarding genetic 

engineering aim to protect both human and environmental health and are set out under Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 

96-Z of 9 January 2006 “On the Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities” and Ministry of Health Resolution No. 65 of 25 

August 2006 “On Certain Issues Concerning the Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities”, including measures to control and 

account for access to areas where such activities are carried out, technical requirements for the layout of such laboratories 

and the equipment installed in them and storage requirements for genetically engineered microorganisms [2, 3]. Although 

Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), 

access to the reports is restricted, so it is unclear whether they contain information on this subject [4]. No further 

information about biosafety legislation or regulations has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry 

of Agriculture, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, Republican Scientific and Practical Center for 

Microbiology and Epidemiology or the Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation 

Database [5, 6, 7, 8, 9]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 'Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them'" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 6 января 2017 г. № 2 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и 

правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 

патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 
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безопасности генно-инженерной деятельности"). [http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-9/2006-

9(032-091).pdf&oldDocPage=24]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution No. 65 of 25 August 2006. "On Certain Issues Concerning the Safety of Genetic 

Engineering Activities" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 фавгуста 2006 г. № 

65 «О некоторых вопросах безопасности генно-инженерной деятельности»"). 

[http://extwprlegs1.fao.org/docs/pdf/blr164964.pdf]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  
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1.4.1b 

Is there an established agency responsible for the enforcement of biosafety legislation and regulations? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is an established agency responsible for the enforcement of biosafety legislation and regulations in Belarus.  

 

The biosafety regulations are set out in the Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017, which stipulates that 

oversight and enforcement of the regulations is carried out in accordance with Belarusian law [1]. The agency responsible for 

organizing state sanitary oversight and enforcement is the Ministry of Health, in accordance with Law No. 340-Z of January 

2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population” [2]. The delegation and organizational structure of this 

Ministry of Health oversight is detailed in the Instructions on the Procedure for Cooperation between Head State Sanitary 

Doctors when Undertaking State Sanitary Oversight as approved under Resolution of the Ministry of Health No. 100 of 16 July 

2012, in accordance with which oversight is carried out at the republican level by the department of hygiene, epidemiology 

and disease prevention of the Ministry of Health, the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health and the 

Center for Hygiene and Epidemiology, at the regional level by regional centers for hygiene, epidemiology and public health 

and the Minsk Municipal Center for hygiene, epidemiology and public health and at the district level by municipal, district, 

and zonal centers for hygiene and epidemiology [3].  

 

Under Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 96-Z of 9 January 2006 “On the Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities”, the 

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection, Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Agriculture and Food are 

responsible for state monitoring of genetic engineering safety compliance, which includes measures to control and account 

for access to areas where such activities are carried out, technical requirements for the layout of such laboratories and the 

equipment installed in them and storage requirements for genetically engineered microorganisms as outlined in Ministry of 

Health Resolution No. 65 of 25 August 2006 “On Certain Issues Concerning the Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities” [4, 

5]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons 
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Convention, access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear whether they contain information on this subject [6]. 
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безопасности генно-инженерной деятельности"). [http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-9/2006-

9(032-091).pdf&oldDocPage=24]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  
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Engineering Activities" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 фавгуста 2006 г. № 

65 «О некоторых вопросах безопасности генно-инженерной деятельности»"). 
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1.4.2 Biosafety training and practices 

1.4.2a 

Does the country require biosafety training, using a standardized, required approach, such as through a common curriculum 

or a trainthe-trainer program, for personnel working in facilities housing or working with especially dangerous pathogens, 

toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

The country requires biosafety training for personnel working in facilities housing or working with especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential, but there is no evidence that this must be through a 

standardized, required approach, such as through a common curriculum or a train-the-trainer program. The biosafety 

regulations are set out in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017, which stipulates that work with especially 

dangerous pathogens, toxins, or biological materials with pandemic potential may only be undertaken following one month’s 
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training by a specialist with experience working with such organisms or substances in case of higher risk category work and 

two weeks’ training for lower risk category work [1]. The head of the laboratory must instruct laboratory workers in 

compliance with the safety sanitary and epidemiological regulations as well as in the use of safety equipment and this 

training is recorded in the instruction journal upon initial employment and thereafter no less than twice a year [1]. No 

mention is made of a standardized approach in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 [1]. For genetic 

engineering, under Ministry of Health Resolution No. 65 of 25 August 2006 “On Certain Issues Concerning the Safety of 

Genetic Engineering Activities”, those undertaking genetic engineering activities of higher risk categories must  have higher 

and/or middle medical, biological or veterinary education and must undergo instruction by the head of the laboratory on 

biosafety [2]. No mention is made of a standardized approach to biosafety training on the websites of the Ministry of Health 

or the Ministry of Agriculture [3, 4]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under 

the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain information on 

this subject [5]. No relevant information has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center 

(VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [6]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 'Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them'" ("Постановление 
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правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 

патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 

транспортировки»"). [http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731726p&p1=1]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution No. 65 of 25 August 2006. "On Certain Issues Concerning the Safety of Genetic 
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[4] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  

[5] United Nations Office at Geneva. BWC Confidence Building Measures. "Belarus". [https://bwc-

ecbm.unog.ch/state/belarus]. Accessed 6 August 2020.  
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1.5 DUAL-USE RESEARCH AND CULTURE OF RESPONSIBLE SCIENCE 

1.5.1 Oversight of research with especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, 
pathogens with pandemic potential and/or other dual-use research 

1.5.1a 

Is there publicly available evidence that the country has conducted an assessment to determine whether ongoing research is 

occurring on especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, pathogens with pandemic potential and/or other dual-use research? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 
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There is no publicly available evidence that Belarus has conducted an assessment to determine whether ongoing research is 

occurring on especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, pathogens with pandemic potential, and/or other dual-use research. 

Activities with such pathogens and toxins may only be conducted at state institutions and must be accounted for using a 

standardized approach. Activities involving pathogens in the third and fourth risk categories (pathogens posing the threat of  

an epidemic with known methods of prevention and treatment and without known methods of prevention and treatment 

respectively) may only be handled by state laboratories [1, 2]. In accordance with Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 ‘On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules “Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 

organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them”’, such pathogens must be 

accounted for in a standardized manner, including registration in standardized journals of registration, inventory, dispensing 

and movement [3]. However, there is no mention of a specific assessment of dual-use research on the websites of the 

Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense or Ministry of Agriculture [4, 5, 6]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence 

Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, so 

it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [7]. No further relevant information has been identified in the 

Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [8]. 
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1.5.1b 

Is there legislation and/or regulation requiring oversight of research with especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, pathogens 

with pandemic potential and/or other dual-use research? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence that oversight of dual-use research, such as research with especially dangerous pathogens, 

toxins, and/or pathogens with pandemic potential, is required by Belarus though such research can only take place at state 

institutions and is carried out subject to extensive bureaucratic requirements. Activities involving pathogens in the third and 

fourth risk categories (pathogens posing the threat of an epidemic with known methods of prevention and treatment and 

without known methods of prevention and treatment respectively) may only be handled by state laboratories, as per article 

16-1 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population No. 340-Z of 7 

January 2012 and Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 118 of 21 November 2016 ‘On the 

Establishment of the List of Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents’ [1, 2]. In accordance 

with Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 ‘On the Approval of the Health 

Standards and Rules “Safety Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and 

Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and 

Transporting Them”’, such pathogens must be accounted for in a standardized manner, including registration in standardized 

journals of registration, inventory, dispensing and movement [3]. There is no further information on oversight of dual-use 

research on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense or Ministry of Agriculture [4, 5, 6]. No further relevant 

information has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) Biological Weapons 

Convention (BWC) Legislation Database [7]. 
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1.5.1c 

Is there an agency responsible for oversight of research with especially dangerous pathogens, toxins, pathogens with 

pandemic potential and/or other dual-use research? 
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Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence that Belarus has an agency responsible for oversight of research with especially dangerous 

pathogens, toxins, pathogens with pandemic potential and/or other dual-use research as well as insufficient evidence of 

legislation mandating oversight of dual-use research. The relevant legislation confining activities involving pathogens in the 

third and fourth risk categories (pathogens posing the threat of an epidemic with known methods of prevention and 

treatment and without known methods of prevention and treatment respectively) to state laboratories, i.e. Law of the 

Republic of Belarus On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population No. 340-Z of 7 January 2012, stipulates that 

the Ministry of Health is responsible for sanitary oversight as well as regulating sanitary health and epidemiology [1]. Ministry 

of Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 ‘On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 

“Safety Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents 

and towards the organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them”’ 

stipulates that oversight and enforcement of the regulations is carried out in accordance with Belarusian law, i.e. is Law No. 

340-Z of January 2012 [1, 2]. No further information about oversight of dual-use research has been identified on the websites 

of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense or Ministry of Agriculture [3, 4, 5]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence 

Building Measures for 2020 and 2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, so 

it is unclear if they contain information on this subject [6]. No relevant information has been identified in the Verification 

Research, Training and Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [7]. 
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1.5.2 Screening guidance for providers of genetic material 

1.5.2a 

Is there legislation and/or regulation requiring the screening of synthesized DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) against lists of 

known pathogens and toxins before it is sold? 
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Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is national legislation requiring the screening of synthesized DNA before it is sold, but the legislation does not expl icitly 

require the DNA code to be read. In accordance with Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 96-Z of 9 January 2006 “On the 

Safety of Genetic Engineering Activities”, the use of genetically engineered pathogenic and potentially pathogenic 

microorganisms in economic activities is forbidden [1]. The use of non-pathogenic genetically engineered organisms including 

plants, animals and microorganisms is subject to state registration by the Ministry of Agriculture and Food. Registration is 

conditional on a positive conclusion following state safety screening and field tests. However, there is no reference to a 

requirement that code pass through a screener/code reader that looks for dangerous sequences before sale is authorized. 

‘Genetic characteristics’ are one of the eight pieces of information held in the state register of non-pathogenic genetically 

engineered organisms, but it is not clear or explicitly stated that this includes the genetic sequence [2]. The procedure for 

state registration is set out under Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 1195 of 12 September 

2006 “On the Approval of the Statue on the Order of Government Registration of Types of GMO Plants, Animals and Non-

Pathogenic GMO Microorganisms” [2]. The import, export and transit of genetically modified microorganisms and genetic 

material related to pathogens or coding for toxins is subject to state control in accordance with Law of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 363-Z of 11 May 2016 “On Export Control” and State Military-Industrial Committee of the Republic of Belarus and 

State Customs Committee of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 15/137 of 28 December 2007 “On the Creation of the 

Lists of Specific Goods” [3, 4]. Companies wishing to engage in such activities must receive state permission, though state 

military bodies granted the right by the president to carry out such activities need not obtain such permission. There is no 

evidence of screening involving the reading of organisms' DNA code on the websites of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of  

Defense, and the Ministry of Transport [5, 6, 7]. Although Belarus has submitted Confidence Building Measures for 2020 and 

2019 under the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), access to the reports is restricted, and it is unclear if they contain 

information on this subject [8]. No further relevant information has been identified in the Verification Research, Training and 

Information Center (VERTIC) BWC Legislation Database [9]. 
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1.6 IMMUNIZATION 

1.6.1 Vaccination rates 

1.6.1a 

Immunization rate (measles/MCV2) 

Immunization rate (measles/MCV2), 95% or greater  = 2, 80-94.9% = 1, Less than 80%, or no data = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2019 

 

World Health Organization 

 

1.6.1b 

Are official foot-and-mouth disease (FMD) vaccination figures for livestock publicly available through the OIE database? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

OIE WAHIS database 

 

Category 2: Early detection and reporting for epidemics of potential 

international concern 

2.1 LABORATORY SYSTEMS STRENGTH AND QUALITY 

2.1.1 Laboratory testing for detection of priority diseases 

2.1.1a 

Does the national laboratory system have the capacity to conduct diagnostic tests for at least 5 of the 10 WHO-defined core 

tests? 

Evidence they can conduct 5 of the 10 core tests and these tests are named = 2, Evidence they can conduct 5 of the 10 core 

tests and the tests are not named = 1, No evidence they can conduct 5 of the 10 core tests = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

Publicly available evidence only indicates that Belarus's national laboratory system has the capacity to conduct diagnostic 

tests for 4 of the 10 World Health Organization (WHO)-defined core tests. State-owned laboratories have the capacity to 

conduct four of the diagnostic tests, but it is unknown whether these are available purely on a private basis or whether they 

conduct these as a public service. A list of private services offered by the Republican Research and Practical Center for 

Epidemiology and Microbiology indicates that the laboratory is capable of carrying out virus culture for poliovirus (polio) [1]. 

A similar list published by the Republican Research and Practical Center of Pulmonology and Tuberculosis indicates that the 

capacity exists for microscopy for mycobacterium tuberculosis [2]. A 1997 academic article by Vladimir Eremin references the 

use of serology for HIV at the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [3]. Furthermore, 

serology for HIV was specifically provided for under Ministry of Health Order No. 351 of 16 December 1998 “On the Review 

of Legislative Acts Regulating Issues Related to the HIV/AIDS Problem” [4]. No information has been identified to confirm that 

Ministry of Health Order No. 351 of 16 December 1998 has expired or been superseded by subsequent legislation. The 

webpage for the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology indicates that ELISA (a form of 

serological test) and polymerase chain reaction (PCR) tests are available for HIV testing [5, 6]. Local regulations for the Gomel 

Region Tuberculosis Clinical Hospital (a state hospital) “Sampling, Storage and transport of Infectious Material for Laboratory 

Diagnosis of Highly Pathogenic Microbes” indicates capacity to conduct PCR testing for influenza virus [7]. A news report 

indicates that prior to flying to Uganda, missionaries were equipped with rapid tests for malaria, but it is not clear that these 

tests were provided by the national laboratory system [8]. The Requirements for Sanitary and Counter-Epidemic Measures to 

Prevent the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of Malaria as approved by Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 23 of 21 March 2013 “On Approval of the Sanitary Norms and Rules ‘Requirements for Sanitary and Counter-

Epidemic Measures to Prevent the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of Malaria’ and Repeal of Resolution of the Head State 

Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 161 of 12 December 2003” refer only to laboratorial diagnosis [9]. No public 

evidence has been identified of capabilities for rapid diagnostic testing for plasmodium spp. (malaria) by the national 

laboratory system. Bacterial culture for Salmonella enteritidis serotype Typhi (typhoid) is named as the method of diagnosis 

in Order of the Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 8 April 1994 “On Measures to Prevent Typhoid and 

Paratyphoid Infections in the Republic of Belarus” [10]. Although this Order was repealed by Order of the Ministry of Health 

of the Republic of Belarus No. 650 of 17 June 2011 “On the Repeal of Order of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 74 of 8 April 1994”, it suggests that the capabilities have existed, though no recent public evidence has been 

identified of capabilities for Bacterial culture for Salmonella enteritidis serotype Typhi (typhoid) by the national laboratory 

system has been identified [11]. No public information has been identified concerning four country-defined tests has been 

identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or 

Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology [12, 13, 14] 
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Legislative Acts Regulating Issues Related to the HIV/AIDS Problem" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики 

Беларусь от 16.12.1998 N 351 "О пересмотре ведомственных нормативных актов, регламентирующих вопросы по 
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проблеме ВИЧ/СПИД"). [http://pravo.kulichki.com/otrasl/zdr/zdr00113.htm]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[5] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "HIV Testing" (Тестирование на ВИЧ). 

[http://www.rcheph.by/uslugi/grazhdanam/testirovanie-na-vich/]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "Testing biological material" 

(Исследование биоматериала). [http://www.rcheph.by/uslugi/yuridicheskim-litsam/issledovanie-biomateriala/]. Accessed 7 

August 2020.  

[7] Gomel Regional Tuberculosis Clinical Hospital. "Methodologies and Instructions" ("Методики и инструкции"). 

[https://www.gotkb.by/clinic/metodiki-i-instruktsii.html]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[8] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). "Brest Resident Contracts Malaria in Uganda" ("Житель Бреста заболел малярией в 

Уганде"). [https://www.belta.by/incident/view/zhitel-bresta-zabolel-maljariej-v-ugande-368985-2019/]. Accessed 7 August 

2020.  

[9] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 23 of 21 March 2013. "On Approval of the Sanitary Norms 

and Rules 'Requirements for Sanitary and Counter-Epidemic Measures to Prevent the Carrying, Appearance and Spread of 

Malaria' and Repeal of Resolution of the Head State Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 161 of 12 December 

2003" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 21 марта2013 No 23 '' Об утверждении 

Санитарных норм и правил «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических 

мероприятий, направленных на предотвращениезаноса, возникновенияи распространения малярии»и признании 

утратившим силу постановленияГлавного государственного санитарного врача Республики Беларусь от 12 декабря 

2003 г. No 161"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/post_mzrb_23-21032013.pdf]. Accessed 7 August 

2020.  

[10] Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 74 of 8 April 1994. "On Measures to Prevent Typhoid and 

Paratyphoid Infections in the Republic of Belarus" ("ПРИКАЗ МИНИСТЕРСТВА ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 

8 апреля 1994 г. No. 74 О МЕРОПРИЯТИЯХ ПО ПРОФИЛАКТИКЕ ЗАБОЛЕВАЕМОСТИ БРЮШНЫМ ТИФОМ И 

ПАРАТИФАМИ В РЕСПУБЛИКЕ БЕЛАРУСЬ"). [http://goicb.by/wp-content/docs/new/MZRB-Prikaz-1994-04-08-

%E2%84%9674.pdf]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[11] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Order No. 650 of 17 June 2011. "On the Repeal of Order of the Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 8 April 1994" ("Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь No. 650 

17.06.2011 '' О признании утратившим силу приказа Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 8 апреля 

1994 г. № 74"). [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[12] Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[13] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/].Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[14] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 7 

August 2020. 

 

2.1.1b 

Is there a national plan, strategy or similar document for conducting testing during a public health emergency, which includes 

considerations for testing for novel pathogens, scaling capacity, and defining goals for testing? 

Yes, there is evidence of a plan, and it includes considerations for testing for novel pathogens, scaling capacity, and defin ing 

goals for testing = 2, Yes, there is evidence of a plan, but there is insufficient evidence that it includes considerations for 

testing for novel pathogens, scaling capacity, and defining goals for testing = 1, No evidence of a plan = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a national plan, strategy or similar document for conducting testing during a public health emergency, which 

includes considerations for testing, scaling capacity, and defining goals for testing in relation to Covid-19 but not in respect to 

novel pathogens in general.  
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Ministry of Health Resolution No. 91 of 30 October 2020 establishes compulsory medical examination for those that have 

specified symptoms of Covid-19 (dry cough, fever, loss of sense of taste and smell, etc.) as well as primary contacts of such 

individuals and secondary contacts presenting with one or more of the specified symptoms; for patients attending hospital 

for planned medical procedures; and for medical personnel attending to Covid-19 patients [1].  

 

The Ministry of Health’s Recommendations (Temporary) on the Treatment of Patients with Covid-19 as approved by Order of 

the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 615 of 5 June 2020 and last amended by Order of the Ministry of Health 

of the Republic of Belarus No. 690 of 1 July 2020 set out the procedure for testing for Covid-19 at the clinical level but do not 

mention testing for other novel pathogens or for scaling capacity or goals for testing [2]. No information about a national 

plan, strategy or similar document for conducting testing during a public health in respect of emergency novel pathogens in 

general has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and 

Public Health or Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology [3, 4, 5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 91 of 30 October 2020. "On the Amendment of Ministry of 

Health of the Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 97 of 12 July 2012" ("Постановление Министерства Здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь 30 октября 2020 г. No 91 "Об изменении постановления Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 12 июля 2012 г. No 97""). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W22036008&p1=1&p5=0]. Accessed 1 April 2021.  

[2] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 690 of 1 July 2020. "On Issues Regarding the Treatment of 

Patients with Covid-19" ("Министерство Здравоохранения Республики Беларусь приказ № 690 от 01.07.2020 г. «О 

вопросах лечения пациентов с инфекцией Covid-19»"). [https://www.bsmu.by/downloads/universitet/lech/2020-1/covid-

19/690.pdf]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Healthcare of the Republic of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 7 August 2020.  

[5] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 7 

August 2020. 

 

2.1.2 Laboratory quality systems 

2.1.2a 

Is there a national laboratory that serves as a reference facility which is accredited (e.g., International Organization for 

Standardization [ISO] 15189:2003, U.S. Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments [CLIA])? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a national laboratory that serves as a reference facility that is accredited. The Belarusian State Center for 

Accreditation lists the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health and Republican Scientific and Practical 

Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology as accredited with ISO/IEC 17025:2017 with current attestation lasting from 10 

December 2019-10 December 2024 and 21 November 2016-21 November 2021 respectively [6, 7]. According to the website 

of the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology, its laboratory is accredited by the World 

Health Organization (WHO) as a national reference center for poliomyelitis, measles and rubella, and as a regional reference 

laboratory for rotavirus [1]. Two projects have been initiated in respect of medical laboratory accreditation in Belarus, both 

with funding from the European Union (EU). According to the International Aid Transparency Initiative Development Portal, 

the “International accreditation of testing laboratories for medical products and support to healthcare in Belarus” project 

began on 31 December 2014 with EUR8.3m committed to contribute to the introduction of ISO/IEC 17025 into Belarusian 

testing laboratories in the health sector, among other things [2]. The project had a planned end date of 25 October 2016, but 
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according to d-portal (a database of International Aid Transparency Initiative data), the project is still currently being 

implemented at the time of research in September 2020 [2]. The second project began on 9 February 2016 with US$ 1.6m 

committed to contribute to the introduction of international standard of quality management ISO/IEC 17025 into Belarusian 

testing laboratories in health sector [3]. This project had a planned end date of 8 February 2019, but according to d-portal, 

the project is still currently being implemented at the time of research in September 2020 [3]. The Belarusian State Center 

for Accreditation lists only one laboratory accredited as ISO 15189:2012, namely the National Anti-Doping Laboratory [4]. The 

Belarusian State Center for Accreditation states that ISO 15189:2012 accreditation work is ongoing at other laboratories 

although these laboratories are not identified [5]. 

 

[1] Belarusian State Center for Accreditation. "Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health" 

("Государственное учреждение "Республиканский центр гигиены, эпидемиологии и общественного здоровья"). 

[https://www.bsca.by/ru/registry-testlab/view?id=5250]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] Belarusian State Center for Accreditation. "Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology" 

("Государственное учреждение "Республиканский научно-практический центрэпидемиологии и микробиологии"). 

[https://www.bsca.by/ru/registry-testlab/view?id=2088]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "State Scientific-Technical Program 'New 

Methods for Healthcare' 2016-2020 Sub-program' Infections and Biological Risks" ("ГНТП «Новые методы оказания 

медицинской помощи», 2016 – 2020 годы Подпрограмма «Инфекции и биологическая безопасность»"). 

[http://belriem.by/ru/home/11-o-tsentre-ru]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[4] d-portal.org. "European Commission - Neighborhood and Enlargement Negotiations – International accreditation of 

testing laboratories for medical products and support to healthcare in Belarus". [http://d-

portal.org/ctrack.html?publisher=XI-IATI-EC_NEAR#view=act&aid=XI-IATI-EC_NEAR-2013%2F24679%2F0]. Accessed 10 

August 2020.   

[5] d-portal.org. "European Commission - Neighborhood and Enlargement Negotiations – International accreditation of 

testing laboratories for medical products". [http://d-portal.org/ctrack.html?publisher=XI-IATI-EC_NEAR#view=act&aid=XI-

IATI-EC_NEAR-2016%2F372-087]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[6] Belarusian State Center for Accreditation. "Register for the National System of Accreditation of the Republic of Belarus 

Accredited Medical Laboratories Section" ("Реестр Национальной системы аккредитации Республики Беларусь Раздел 

«Аккредитованные медицинские лаборатории»"). [https://bsca.by/ru/registry-medical/all]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[7] Belarusian State Center for Accreditation. "Medical laboratories" ("Медицинские лаборатории"). 

[https://www.bsca.by/ru/reestry/medical-laboratories]. Accessed 10 August 2020. 

 

2.1.2b 

Is there a national laboratory that serves as a reference facility which is subject to external quality assurance review? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

The national laboratory that serves as a reference facility is subject to external quality assurance review. The Republican 

Research and Practice Center of Epidemiology and Microbiology – the national laboratory serving as a reference facility for a 

number of infectious diseases – is subject to quality assurance review by the Center for Examinations and Tests in Health 

Service of the Ministry of Health of Belarus [1]. According to the website of the Republican Research and Practical Center for 

Epidemiology and Microbiology, its laboratory is accredited by the World Health Organization as a national reference center 

for poliomyelitis, measles and rubella, which necessarily subjects the laboratory to external quality assurance reviews, as 

outlined in the respective laboratory manuals for the networks [2, 3, 4]. 
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[1] Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service of the Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Republican Control and 

Analytical Laboratory // Functions". [https://rceth.by/en/Departments/Rcal]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "State Scientific-Technical Program 'New 

Methods for Healthcare' 2016-2020 Sub-program 'Infections and Biological Risks" ("ГНТП «Новые методы оказания 

медицинской помощи», 2016 – 2020 годы Подпрограмма «Инфекции и биологическая безопасность»"). 

[http://belriem.by/ru/home/11-o-tsentre-ru]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] World Health Organization. 2004. "Polio laboratory manual. Fourth edition". [http://polioeradication.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/05/Polio_Lab_Manual04.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[4] World Health Organization. 2007. "Manual for the laboratory diagnosis of measles and rubella virus infection. Second 

edition". 

[https://www.who.int/immunization/monitoring_surveillance/burden/laboratory/Manual_lab_diagnosis_of_measles_rubella

_virus_infection_ENG.pdf?ua=1]. Accessed 10 August 2020. 

 

2.2 LABORATORY SUPPLY CHAINS 

2.2.1 Specimen referral and transport system 

2.2.1a 

Is there a nationwide specimen transport system? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a nationwide specimen transport system in Belarus. Private companies offer delivery services for biological 

specimens, including AAA Cargo, CIRION (via Globex24) and Translog Biologic [1, 2, 3]. AAA Cargo specifically states on its 

website that it operates in Belarus and can deliver specimens from any region, offering a door-to-door service intended for 

doctors, clinical researchers, pharmaceutical companies, major laboratories, research centers and medical establishments 

engaged in clinical testing. The transportation of pathogens and potentially pathogenic microorganisms is regulated under 

Ministry of Health Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017 ‘On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules “Safety 

Requirements when Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and 

towards the organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them’” , which lays 

out the procedural and documentational requirements for such activities [4]. There is no evidence of a state-run transport 

system, but according to Resolution of the Ministry of Health No. 138 of 23 December 2009 "On Various Issues Related to the 

Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency Situations of the 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus", in times of raised preparedness (i.e. during a worsening of the biological 

(bacteriological) situation or upon emergence of a forecast of the possibility of an emergency situation arising) medical 

formations under the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency Situations of 

the Republic of Belarus are responsible for taking samples, transporting them and conducting laboratorial research [5]. 

 

[1] AAA Cargo. "Express Transfer of Biological Samples" ("Экспресс перевозки биологических образцов"). 

[http://www.aaacargo.by/uslugi/ekspress-perevozki-biologicheskih-obrazcov]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] CIRION. "Specimen Transportation". [http://www.cirion.com/Contenu.aspx?NavID=385&CultureCode=en-CA]. Accessed 

10 August 2020.  

[3] Translog Biologic. [http://transloginfo.com/##about]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 2 of 6 January 2017. "On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 'Safety Requirements when 

Undertaking Work with Potentially Pathogenic Microorganisms and Pathogenic Biological Agents and towards the 
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organization and Implementation of Accounting for, Storing, Transferring and Transporting Them'" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 6 января 2017 г. № 2 'Об утверждении Санитарных норм и 

правил «Требования безопасности при осуществлении работ с условно-патогенными микроорганизмами и 

патогенными биологическими агентами, к организации и проведению их учета, хранения, передачи и 

транспортировки»"). [http://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21731726p&p1=1]. Accessed 4 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 138 of 23 December 

2009. "On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and 

Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus'" ("Постановление Министерства 

Здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 23 декабря 2009 г. № 138 О некоторых вопросах деятельности отраслевой 

подсистемы государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-spetsialistov/normativno-pravovaya-baza/baza-

npa.php?ELEMENT_ID=7230]. Accessed 24 August 2020. 

 

2.2.2 Laboratory cooperation and coordination 

2.2.2a 

Is there a plan in place to rapidly authorize or license laboratories to supplement the capacity of the national public health 

laboratory system to scale-up testing during an outbreak? 

Yes = 2 , Yes, but there is evidence of gaps in implementation = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no plan in place to rapidly authorize or license laboratories to supplement the capacity of the national public health 

laboratory system to scale-up testing during an outbreak. The Ministry of Health is the licensing body for diagnostic 

laboratories in accordance with Presidential Order No. 450 of 1 September 2010 “On the Licensing of Certain Types  of 

Activity” [1]. This order makes no provision for expedited authorization or licensing [1]. The accreditation of laboratories is 

governed by Resolution of the State Committee for Standardization of the Republic of Belarus No. 27 of 31 May 2011 “On 

Approval of the Accreditation Rules”, which makes no provision for expedited attestation [2]. There is no mention of rapid 

authorization or licensing of laboratories to supplement the capacity of the national public health laboratory system to scale-

up testing during an outbreak on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, Republican Center for 

Hygiene, Epidemiology or Public Health and Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology [3, 

4, 5, 6]. Sub-component 1.3 of the World Bank Belarus Emergency Covid-19 Response Project relates to supporting the 

national surveillance system through strengthening of public health laboratories and epidemiological capacity for early 

detection, confirmation and reporting of cases [7]. It will finance medical supplies and equipment needed to detect Covid-19 

infection, including personal protective equipment, Covid-19 testing kits, laboratory reagents and other consumables, but 

makes no mention of governance changes to permit rapid authorization or licensing [7]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Order of the President of the Republic of Belarus No. 

450 of 1 September 2010. "On the Licensing of Certain Types of Activity" ("Указ Президента Республики Беларусь 1 

сентября 2010 г. № 450 О лицензировании отдельных видов деятельности"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=P31000450]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] State Committee for Standardization of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution of the State Committee for Standardization of 

the Republic of Belarus No. 27 of 31 May 2011. "On Approval of the Accreditation Rules"" ("Постановление 

Государственного Комитета По Стандартизации Республики Беларусь 31 мая 2011 г. No 27 Об утверждении Правил 

аккредитации"). [https://bsca.by/upload/images/5d8b726418748.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  
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[5] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 10 

August 2020.  

[7] World Bank. "Project Information Document - Belarus Emergency Covid-19 Response Project". 

[http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/641071585933795321/pdf/Project-Information-Document-Belarus-

Emergency-Covid-19-Response-Project-P173828.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020. 

 

2.3 REAL-TIME SURVEILLANCE AND REPORTING 

2.3.1 Indicator and event-based surveillance and reporting systems 

2.3.1a 

Is there evidence that the country is conducting ongoing event-based surveillance and analysis for infectious disease? 

Yes, there is evidence of ongoing event-based surveillance and evidence that the data is being analyzed on a daily basis = 2, 

Yes, there is evidence of ongoing event-based surveillance, but no evidence that the data are being analyzed on a daily basis 

= 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no publicly available evidence that the country is conducting ongoing event-based surveillance and analysis for 

infectious disease. In accordance with Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 183-Z of 27 November 2006 “On Civil Defense”, a 

network of observation and laboratorial monitoring for civil defense should monitor the outbreak of epidemics, epizootics, 

epiphytotics and other infectious diseases, including hygiene and epidemiological centers, veterinary laboratories and 

stations, agrochemical laboratories and environmental monitoring laboratories, among others [1]. The precise activities of 

this network are set out under Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1493 of 10 October 2008 “On the Approval of the Statue 

on the Order of Establishment and Activities of the Network of Observation and Laboratorial Monitoring For Civil Defense”, 

but this legislation is not available in the public domain, as evidenced by its omission from the National Register of Legislative 

Acts [2]. A presentation on the website of the University of Civil Protection of the Ministry for Emergency Situations of 

Belarus provides some insight into the work of the network of observation and laboratorial monitoring, including sampling 

bodies of water, air, soil and plants, food, and animal feed for radioactive, chemical or biological hazards, but there is not 

enough information to conclude that the network conducts event-based monitoring, though this material is no longer 

available [3]. No public evidence of ongoing event-based surveillance and analysis for infectious disease being carried out by 

the country is available on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture or Ministry of Emergency Situations 

[4, 5, 6]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 183-Z of 27 

November 2006. "On Civil Defense" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 27 ноября 2006 г. No. 183-З «О гражданской 

обороне»). [http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-201/2006-201(011-022).pdf&oldDocPage=4]. 

Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "National register of legislative acts of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 249 of 20 October 2008" ("Национальный реестр правовых актов Республики Беларусь 20 октября 2008 г. 

№249"). [https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2008-249/2008-249(016-043).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. 

Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] University of Civil Protection of the Ministry for Emergency Situations of Belarus. "Topic 2. Means and Capabilities of the 

State System of Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense" ("тема 2. Силы и средства 

государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций и гражданской обороны"). 

[http://do.ucp.by/pluginfile.php/4564/mod_resource/content/0/2-Prezentacija_t._2_SiS_.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  
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[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

 

2.3.1b 

Is there publicly available evidence that the country reported a potential public health emergency of international concern 

(PHEIC) to the WHO within the last two years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that Belarus has reported a potential public health emergency of international concern to the 

World Health Organization (WHO) within the last two years. No reports are present on the WHO Disease Outbreak News 

website, the WHO Regional Office for Europe country page for Belarus, or the website of the Ministry of Health [1, 2, 3]. 

 

[1] World Health Organization. "Emergencies preparedness, response". 

[http://www.who.int/csr/don/archive/country/blr/en/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Belarus, News". 

[http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus/news/news/news?root_node_selection=71225]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

 

2.3.2 Interoperable, interconnected, electronic real-time reporting systems 

2.3.2a 

Does the government operate an electronic reporting surveillance system at both the national and the sub-national level? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence of an electronic reporting surveillance system operating at the national or sub-national level, 

though a new national electronic health information system is under development and a non-electronic system exists. A non-

electronic system functions in accordance with Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017 “Health Standards and 

Rules ‘Sanitary-Epidemiological Requirements Towards organizations Rendering Medical Services, Including Towards the 

Organization and Implementation of Sanitary and Anti-Epidemic Measures To Prevent Infectious Diseases At Such 

organizations’”. Upon the discovery of an infectious disease or suspicions thereof, the local state health monitoring body 

must be informed using a standardized form as laid out under Ministry of Health Order No. 976 of 22 December 2006 “On 

the Approval of the Forms for Primary Medical Documentation to Record Infectious Diseases” [1, 2]. The System for Inter-

Ministry Document Processing for State Bodies, an electronic document processing system being rolled out through the 

country for government bodies and other organizations to share many kinds of electronic documents, was supposed to be 

close to fully implemented in the healthcare system by the end of 2015 in pursuance of the Strategy for Development of the 

Information Society to 2015 as approved under Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1174 of 9 August 2010 and Cabinet of 

Ministers Resolution No. 384 of 28 March 2011 [3, 4, 5, 6]. In July 2017 Vyacheslav Shilo, deputy health minister, indicated 

that most healthcare organizations were connected to this network, and 85% of Minsk healthcare facilities were digitalized, 

along with 45-50% of facilities outside of Minsk [7]. None of the laboratories that form the state health monitoring network 

are individually listed on the system’s website [8]. A dedicated nationwide health information system is being developed with 

support from the World Bank [9]. The project envisages a US$125 million investment from the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development between 18 November 2016 and 31 December 2023. According to the project results 
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framework, as of 2 December 2019 the indicator “Percentage of selected health facilities (phc centers/ambulatories, 

polyclinics, hospitals, and diagnostic centers) that can electronically exchange patient summaries” stood at 0%, with a target 

of 100% by 31 May 2022 [10]. In a June 2019 interview published by ilex, Victor Sidorenko, Head of Programming and Data 

Management of the Ministry of Health confirms that the work is to be completed by May 2022, but no mention is made of 

progress towards the goal [11]. The website of the Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and 

Epidemiology includes a link to the ProMed international reporting system and the service has reported on outbreaks in 

Belarus since 1997 based on local reports and media reports [12, 13]. 

 

[1] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. "Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017 

"Health Standards And Rules 'Sanitary-Epidemiological Requirements Towards organizations Rendering Medical Services, 

Including Towards The organization And Implementation Of Sanitary And Anti-Epidemic Measures To Prevent Infectious 

Diseases At Such organizations'"" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 05.07.2017 № 

73 Санитарные нормы и правила «Санитарно-эпидемиологические требования к организациям, оказывающим 

медицинскую помощь, в том числе к организации и проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических мероприятий по 

профилактике инфекционных заболеваний в этих организациях»"). 

[https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21732216p_1500930000.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] ByMed. "Ministry of Health Order No. 976 of 22 December 2006 "On the Approval of the Forms for Primary Medical 

Documentation to Record Infectious Diseases"" ("Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 

22.12.2006 No. 976 «Об утверждении форм первичной медицинской документации по учету инфекционных 

заболеваний»"). [https://bymed.top/docs/by-

regulatory/%D1%8D%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B5-

%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5-976-1245]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[3] National Center for Electronic Services. "System for Inter-ministry Document Processing for State Bodies of the Republic 

of Belarus Services" ("Услуги СМДО"). [https://nces.by/service/smdo/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Main characteristics of the National Program of Expedited Development in Information-

Communication Technology for 2011-2015" ("Основные характеристики Национальной программы ускоренного 

развития услуг в сфере информационно-коммуникационных технологий на 2011–2015 годы "). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/ministerstvo/gosudarstvennye-programmy/osnovnye-kharakteristiki-natsionalnoy-programmy-

uskorennogo-razvitiya-uslug-v-sfere-informatsionno-k.php?sphrase_id=55439]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 1174 of 9 August 2010. "On the Strategy for Development of the Information Society to 2015 and the Plan of 

Priority Measures for the Implementation of the Strategy for Development of the Information Society to 2015" 

(Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 9 августа 2010 г. № 1174 «О Стратегии развития 

информационного общества в Республике Беларусь на период до 2015 года и плане первоочередных мер по 

реализации Стратегии развития информационного общества в Республике Беларусь на 2010 год»). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-197/2010-197(010-023).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 8 

September 2020.   

[6] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 384 of 28 March 2011. "On Approval of the National Programme of Expedited Development of Services in 

Information Technology for 2011-2015" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 28 марта 2011 г. No 

384 "Об утверждении Национальной программы ускоренного развития услуг в сфере информационно-

коммуникационных технологий на 2011–2015 годы"). [https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-

197/2010-197(010-023).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 8 September 2020.  

[7] Digital.Report. 21 July 2017. "Deputy Health Minister of Belarus: Program Sponsored by World Bank will Bring Sector to 

New Level" ("Замминистра здравоохранения Беларуси: Программа, финансируемая Всемирным банком, поднимет 

отрасль на новый уровень"). [https://digital.report/zamministra-zdravoohraneniya-belarusi-programma-finansiruemaya-

vsemirnyim-bankom-podnimet-zdravoohranenie-na-novyiy-uroven/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  
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[8] National Center for Electronic Services. "Electronic document processing systems integrated with the System for Inter-

ministry Document Processing for State Bodies of the Republic of Belarus" ("Системы электронного документооборота, 

интегрированные с СМДО"). [https://nces.by/service/smdo/spisok-razrab-vsed/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[9] World Bank. "Belarus Health System Modernization Project". [http://projects.worldbank.org/P156778?lang=en]. Accessed 

10 August 2020.  

[10] World Bank. "Belarus Health System Modernization Project Results Framework". 

[http://projects.worldbank.org/P156778/?lang=en&tab=results]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[11] ilex. 3 June 2019. "Electronic Healthcare in Belarus" (" Электронное здравоохранение в Беларуси "). 

[https://ilex.by/news/elektronnoe-zdravoohranenie-v-belarusi/]. Accessed 26 September 2020.  

[12] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. "About the Center – Miscellaneous" 

("Полезные ссылки"). [http://www.belriem.by/ru/about/8-prochee/165-ssylki]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[13] ProMED. "Search ProMED Posts". [https://promedmail.org/promed-posts/]. Accessed 10 August 2020. 

 

2.3.2b 

Does the electronic reporting surveillance system collect ongoing or real-time laboratory data? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of an electronic reporting surveillance system to collect ongoing or real-time laboratory data. A 

non-electronic system functions in accordance with Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017 “Health Standards 

and Rules ‘Sanitary-Epidemiological Requirements Towards organizations Rendering Medical Services, Including Towards the 

organization and Implementation of Sanitary and Anti-Epidemic Measures To Prevent Infectious Diseases At Such 

organizations’”. Upon the discovery of an infectious disease or suspicions thereof, the local state health monitoring body 

must be informed using a standardized form as laid out under Ministry of Health Order No. 976 of 22 December 2006 “On 

the Approval of the Forms for Primary Medical Documentation to Record Infectious Diseases” [1, 2]. The System for Inter-

Ministry Document Processing for State Bodies, an electronic document processing system being rolled out through the 

country for government bodies and other organizations to share many kinds of electronic documents, was supposed to be 

close to fully implemented in the healthcare system by the end of 2015 in pursuance of the Strategy for Development of the 

Information Society to 2015 as approved under Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 1174 of 9 August 2010 and Cabinet of 

Ministers Resolution No. 384 of 28 March 2011 [3, 4, 5, 6]. In July 2017 Vyacheslav Shilo, deputy health minister, indicated 

that most healthcare organizations were connected to this network, and 85% of Minsk healthcare facilities were digitalized, 

along with 45-50% of facilities outside of Minsk [7]. None of the laboratories that form the state health monitoring network 

are individually listed on the system’s website [8]. A dedicated nationwide health information system is being developed with  

support from the World Bank [9]. The project envisages a US$125 million investment from the International Bank for 

Reconstruction and Development between 18 November 2016 and 31 December 2023. According to the project results 

framework, as of 2 December 2019 the indicator “Percentage of selected health facilities (phc centers/ambulatories, 

polyclinics, hospitals, and diagnostic centers) that can electronically exchange patient summaries” stood at 0%, with a target 

of 100% by 31 May 2022 [10]. The website of the Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and 

Epidemiology includes a link to the ProMed international reporting system and the service has reported on outbreaks in 

Belarus since 1997 based on local reports and media reports [11, 12]. 

 

[1] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017. 

"Health Standards And Rules: Sanitary-Epidemiological Requirements Towards organizations Rendering Medical Services, 

Including Towards The organization And Implementation Of Sanitary And Anti-Epidemic Measures To Prevent Infectious 

Diseases At Such organizations" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 05.07.2017 № 

73 Санитарные нормы и правила «Санитарно-эпидемиологические требования к организациям, оказывающим 
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медицинскую помощь, в том числе к организации и проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических мероприятий по 

профилактике инфекционных заболеваний в этих организациях»"). 

[https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21732216p_1500930000.pdf]. Accessed 10 August 2020.  

[2] ByMed. Ministry of Health Order No. 976 of 22 December 2006. "On the Approval of the Forms for Primary Medical 

Documentation to Record Infectious Diseases" ("Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 

22.12.2006 No. 976 «Об утверждении форм первичной медицинской документации по учету инфекционных 

заболеваний»"). [https://bymed.top/docs/by-

regulatory/%D1%8D%D0%BA%D1%81%D1%82%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B5-

%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B2%D0%B5%D1%89%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5-976-1245]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[3] National Center for Electronic Services. "System for Inter-ministry Document Processing for State Bodies of the Republic 

of Belarus Services" ("Услуги СМДО"). [https://nces.by/service/smdo/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.    

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Main characteristics of the National Programme of Expedited Development in Information-

Communication Technology for 2011-2015" ("Основные характеристики Национальной программы ускоренного 

развития услуг в сфере информационно-коммуникационных технологий на 2011–2015 годы "). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/ministerstvo/gosudarstvennye-programmy/osnovnye-kharakteristiki-natsionalnoy-programmy-

uskorennogo-razvitiya-uslug-v-sfere-informatsionno-k.php?sphrase_id=55439]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 1174 of 9 August 2010. "On the Strategy for Development of the Information Society to 2015 and the Plan of 

Priority Measures for the Implementation of the Strategy for Development of the Information Society to 2015" 

("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 9 августа 2010 г. № 1174 «О Стратегии развития 

информационного общества в Республике Беларусь на период до 2015 года и плане первоочередных мер по 

реализации Стратегии развития информационного общества в Республике Беларусь на 2010 год»). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-197/2010-197(010-023).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 8 

September 2020.    

[6] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 384 of 28 March 2011. "On Approval of the National Programme of Expedited Development of Services in 

Information Technology for 2011-2015" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 28 марта 2011 г. No 

384 "Об утверждении Национальной программы ускоренного развития услуг в сфере информационно-

коммуникационных технологий на 2011–2015 годы"). [https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-

197/2010-197(010-023).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 8 September 2020.    

[7] Digital.Report. 21 July 2017. "Deputy Health Minister of Belarus: Programme Sponsored by World Bank will Bring Sector to 

New Level" ("Замминистра здравоохранения Беларуси: Программа, финансируемая Всемирным банком, поднимет 

отрасль на новый уровень"). [https://digital.report/zamministra-zdravoohraneniya-belarusi-programma-finansiruemaya-

vsemirnyim-bankom-podnimet-zdravoohranenie-na-novyiy-uroven/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.    

[8] National Center for Electronic Services. "Electronic document processing systems integrated with the System for Inter-

ministry Document Processing for State Bodies of the Republic of Belarus" ("Системы электронного документооборота, 

интегрированные с СМДО"). [https://nces.by/service/smdo/spisok-razrab-vsed/]. Accessed 10 August 2020.   

[9] World Bank. "Belarus Health System Modernization Project". [http://projects.worldbank.org/P156778?lang=en]. Accessed 
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2.4 SURVEILLANCE DATA ACCESSIBILITY AND TRANSPARENCY 

2.4.1 Coverage and use of electronic health records 

2.4.1a 

Are electronic health records commonly in use? 

Electronic health records are commonly in use = 2, Electronic health records are not commonly in use, but there is evidence 

they are used = 1, No evidence electronic health records are in use = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Electronic health records are in use, but there is insufficient evidence that their use is common. The introduction of 

electronic health cards is a goal of the Conceptual Plan for the Development of eHealth in the Republic of Belarus 2022 [1]. In 

July 2017 Vyacheslav Shilo, deputy health minister, said that electronic health records had been in use for many years, but 

had not been fully implemented in certain hospitals, as the medical staff did not have access to computers [2]. Shilo further 

said that information was not updated automatically, being subject to manual input. He reported that 85% of Minsk 

healthcare facilities were digitalized, along with 45-50% of facilities outside of Minsk. In December 2017 Yelena Bogdan, head 

of the main directorate of medical aid and inspection at the Ministry of Health, announced that all medical records would be 

electronic by the end of 2022, except for those patients who choose to opt out [3]. The World Health Organization’s 2015 

eHealth profile for Belarus indicates that at the time of reporting, electronic health records were in use in primary, secondary 

and tertiary care facilities, however this only applied to 25-50% of facilities of each type [4]. There is no evidence of more 

recent reports about progress in the adoption of electronic health records. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. "Conceptual Plan for the Development of eHealth in the Republic of Belarus 

2022" ("КОНЦЕПЦИЯ развития электронного здравоохранения Республики Беларусь на период до 2022 года"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/CONCEPT_E-Health.pdf]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[2] Digital.Report. 21 July 2017. "Deputy Health Minister of Belarus: Programme Sponsored by World Bank will Bring Sector to 

New Level" ("Замминистра здравоохранения Беларуси: Программа, финансируемая Всемирным банком, поднимет 

отрасль на новый уровень"). [https://digital.report/zamministra-zdravoohraneniya-belarusi-programma-finansiruemaya-

vsemirnyim-bankom-podnimet-zdravoohranenie-na-novyiy-uroven/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] tut.by. "Paper Medical Records to Disappear in Belarus by End of 2022". ("К концу 2022 года в Беларуси откажутся от 

бумажных медицинских карт в поликлиниках"). [https://news.tut.by/society/572257.html]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

[4] World Health Organization. "Atlas of eHealth Country Profiles". p. 43. 

[https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/204523/9789241565219_eng.pdf?sequence=1]. Accessed 11 August 

2020. 

 

2.4.1b 

Does the national public health system have access to electronic health records of individuals in their country? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus's national public health system has access to the electronic health records of individuals. The national public health 

system in Belarus comprises public healthcare provided by the Ministry of Health [1]. The system is centralized and medical 

records remain state property under Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 323-Z of 2 November 2011 “On Archiving and Record 

Keeping in the Republic of Belarus” [2]. Letter of the Ministry of Health No. 02-3-10/738-355 “On Issues of Informing Patients 

of their State of Health” indicates that a patient’s medical records are property of the relevant healthcare facility [3]. No 
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specific law exists in relation to electronic records. The system of electronic health records is being developed by the 

government for the centralized state health service [4]. In a June 2019 interview published by Ilex, Viktor Sidorenko, Head of 

Programming and Data Management at the Ministry of Health, confirms that there will be no division in electronic record 

keeping between the state and private healthcare systems; he also confirms that medical records will be accessible through 

the Single Portal for Electronic Services of the Belarusian government [5]. An interview published by the Mogilev Central 

Polyclinic website (date unknown) indicates that electronic records are stored in the Ministry of Health's segment in the state 

storage facility beCloud [6]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 2435-XII of 18 June 

1993. "'On Healthcare" ("Закон Республики Беларусь "О здравоохранении" от 18 юня 1993 г."). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=v19302435]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 323-Z of 2 

November 2011. "On Archiving and Record Keeping in the Republic of Belarus" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 25 ноября 

2011 г. № 323-З «Об архивном деле и делопроизводстве в Республике Беларусь»"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/index.php?guid=2012&oldDoc=2011-136/2011-136(008-025).pdf]. Accessed 11 August 

2020.  

[3] 6th Central District Clinical Hospital. "Letter of the Ministry of Health No. 02-3-10/738-355 "On Issues of Informing 

Patients of their State of Health"" (Письмо Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 31.07.2009г. № 02-3-

10/738-355 «О вопросах информирования пациентов о состоянии их здоровья»). 

[http://www.poliklinika6.by/content/%D0%BE-%D0%B2%D0%BE%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B0%D1%85-

%D0%B8%D0%BD%D1%84%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D1%8F-

%D0%BF%D0%B0%D1%86%D0%B8%D0%B5%D0%BD%D1%82%D0%BE%D0%B2-%D0%BE-

%D1%81%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%8F%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B8-%D0%B8%D1%85-

%D0%B7%D0%B4%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B2%D1%8C%D1%8F]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Scientific Practical Center for Medical Technology, Informatization and the Management and Economics of 

Healthcare. "Modernization of the Healthcare System in Belarus project" (Проект «Модернизация системы 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь»). [http://belcmt.by/ru/WB_Project]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[5] ilex. 3 June 2019. "Electronic Healthcare in Belarus" (" Электронное здравоохранение в Беларуси "). 

[https://ilex.by/news/elektronnoe-zdravoohranenie-v-belarusi/]. Accessed 27 September 2020.  

[6] Mogilev Central Polyclinic. "Electronic Health Records: What Mogilev's Residents Need to Know" ("Электронные 

амбулаторные карты: что нужно знать могилевчанам"). [http://mogcp.by/information-section/information-for-

patients/item/1222-elektronnye-ambulatornye-karty-chto-nuzhno-znat-mogilevchanam]. Accessed 27 September 2020. 

 

2.4.1c 

Are there data standards to ensure data is comparable (e.g., ISO standards)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There are standards to ensure data is comparable. Two standards have been identified for the “digitalization of health” in 

Belarus. State Standard ISO 13606-5-2013 concerns electronic health record communication between systems and services. 

It describes the informational architecture required for interoperable communication between systems and services which 

can be accessed using the electronic health card and has been adopted by Belarus [1]. Secondly, State Standard ISO 21549-8-

2013 concerns the structure of data on plastic health cards and has been adopted by Belarus [2]. It provides a standardized 

structure for data stored on health cards that makes accessing the data more convenient. In accordance with point 8.37 of 

the Statute on the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus, the Ministry of Health develops and establishes the form of 

medical documents and approves the instructions for their use [3]. For example, Ministry of Health Order No. 710 of 30 
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August 2007 “On Approval of the Forms for Primary Medical Documentation for Outpatient Polyclinics” sets forth a 

standardized document for medical records at polyclinics [4]. Thus, non-electronic health records are standardized. 

 

[1] Interstate Council for Standardization, Metrology and Certification. "Interstate Standard GOST ISO 13606-5—2013" 

("Межгосударственный Стандарт ГОСТ ISO 13606-5—2013"). [https://files.stroyinf.ru/Data2/1/4293771/4293771194.pdf]. 

Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[2] Interstate Council for Standardization, Metrology and Certification. "Interstate Standard GOST ISO 21549-8—2013" 

("Межгосударственный Стандарт ГОСТ ISO 21549-8—2013"). [https://files.stroyinf.ru/Data2/1/4293771/4293771193.pdf]. 

Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. "Statute on the Ministry" ("Положение о министерстве"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-spetsialistov/normativno-pravovaya-baza/polozhenie-o-ministerstve.php]. Accessed 11 

August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Order No. 710 of 30 August 2007. "On Approval of the Forms for Primary 

Medical Documentation for Outpatient Polyclinics"" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 

30.08.2007 N 710 "Об утверждении форм первичной медицинской документации в амбулаторно-поликлинических 

организациях"). 

[https://belzakon.net/%D0%97%D0%B0%D0%BA%D0%BE%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%B5%D0%BB%D1

%8C%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B2%D0%BE/%D0%9F%D1%80%D0%B8%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%B7%D1%8B/2007/102964]. 

Accessed 11 August 2020. 

 

2.4.2 Data integration between human, animal, and environmental health 
sectors 

2.4.2a 

Is there evidence of established mechanisms at the relevant ministries responsible for animal, human, and wildlife 

surveillance to share data (e.g., through mosquito surveillance, brucellosis surveillance)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of an established mechanism at the relevant ministries responsible for animal, human and wildlife 

surveillance to share data relating to public health matters. Ministry of Health Resolution No. 105 of 17 July 2012 “On Public 

Health Monitoring” stipulates that when monitoring public health, the public health bodies must cooperate with the National 

System for Monitoring the Environment by sharing information on the environmental impact of natural and anthropogenic 

factors [1]. The websites of the Ministry of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, and the Ministry of Natural 

Resources and Environmental Protection make no mention of such a mechanism for public health, nor do the Department of 

Veterinary and Food Production Oversight, the Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology 

or the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7]. Disease-specific plans stipulate that 

upon learning of an outbreak, the state sanitary oversight bodies must inform the local executive bodies of the source of the 

infection and the plan to localize and resolve the outbreak [8]. Ecological data collected in accordance with the Statute on 

Monitoring Forests and the Use of Derived Data (adopted 2016) include changes in the condition of forests under the 

influence of harmful insects, diseases and other natural and human factors, but this information is subject to sharing only 

with other national environmental monitoring agencies [9]. 

 

[1] kodeksy-by.com. Ministry of Health Resolution No. 105 of 17 July 2012. "On Public Health Monitoring" ("Постановление 

Минздрав РБ 105 17.07.2012 О социально-гигиеническом мониторинге"). [http://kodeksy-by.com/norm_akt/source-

%D0%9C%D0%B8%D0%BD%D0%B7%D0%B4%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B2%20%D0%A0%D0%91/type-
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%D0%9F%D0%BE%D1%81%D1%82%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5/105-

17.07.2012.htm]. Accessed 6 December 2018.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection. [http://www.minpriroda.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 11 August 

2020.  

[5] Department of Veterinary and Food Production Oversight. [http://www.dvpn.gov.by/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 11 

August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. 30 December 2013. "Health Standards and Rules: Requirements for 

Organizations and the Undertaking of Anti-epidemic Measures Aimed at the Prevention of the Carrying, Appearance and 

Spread of Tularaemia" ("Санитарные нормы и правила «Требования к организации и проведению санитарно-

противоэпидемических мероприятий, направленных на предотвращение заноса, возникновения и распространения 

туляремии»"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/000393_976634_PostMZ_N134_2013_Sanpin.doc]. Accessed 11 

August 2020.  

[9] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. "Resolution No. 907 of 4 November 2016" ("Постановление Совета 

Министров Республики Беларусь 04.11.2016 No 907"). 

[http://www.government.by/upload/docs/file91482c38211b4467.PDF]. Accessed 11 August 2020. 

 

2.4.3 Transparency of surveillance data 

2.4.3a 

Does the country make de-identified health surveillance data on infectious diseases publicly available via reports (or other 

format) on government websites (such as the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Agriculture, or similar)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence that Belarus regularly makes de-identified health surveillance data on disease outbreaks 

publicly available via reports on government websites.  

 

No evidence of the regular publication of data is available through the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, 

Epidemiology and Public Health, and the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [1, 2, 

3]. De-identified health surveillance data on disease outbreaks are made publicly available at the regional level on the 

websites of some regional centers for hygiene, epidemiology and public health. For example, Gomel Regional Center for 

Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health publishes 6 monthly data for infectious disease at the regional and national level as 

well as monthly reports on rabies incidence in animals within the region [4, 5, 6]. Other regional centers do not publish such 

data, for example, similar reports have not been identified on the website of the Minsk Region Regional Center for Hygiene, 

Epidemiology and Public Health [7]. The regional centers for hygiene, epidemiology and public health publish annual reports 

on the general epidemiological status of the relevant region, including de-identified health surveillance data, for example, 

Health of the Population and Environment of Vitebsk Region 2019, Health of the Population and Environment of Minsk 

Region 2019 and Sanitary and Epidemiological Health of the Population of Brest Region 2018 [8, 9, 10]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.   

[2] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.   

[3] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 11 
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August 2020.   

[4] Gomel Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. "Overview" ("Обзоры"). 

[http://www.gmlocge.by/overviews?page=1]. Accessed 11 August 2020.   

[5] Gomel Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. "Infections for Gomel Region and the Republic of 

Belarus over 6 Months 2019-2020" ("ИНФЕКЦИОННАЯ ЗАБОЛЕВАЕМОСТЬ по ГОМЕЛЬСКОЙ ОБЛАСТИ и РЕСПУБЛИКЕ 

БЕЛАРУСЬ за 6 месяцев 2019–2020 гг."). [http://www.gmlocge.by/sites/default/files/overviews/sayt_6_2020.pdf]. Accessed 

11 August 2020.   

[6] Gomel Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. "Number of Recorded Regional Animal Rabies 

Incidences 1 August 2020" ("Количество выявленных случаев бешенства животных на территории области на 

01.08.2020"). [http://www.gmlocge.by/sites/default/files/overviews/besh07-20_optimized.pdf]. Accessed 11 August 2020.   

[7] Minsk Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://gigiena.minsk-region.by/ru]. Accessed 11 

August 2020.   

[8] Vitebsk Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. 2019. "Health of the Population and Environment of 

Vitebsk Region" ("Здоровье Населения и Окружающая Среда Витебского Района"). 

[http://cgevtb.by/files/zdorove_naseleniya_i_okruzhayushchaya_sreda_2019_0.pdf]. Accessed 25 August 2020.   

[9] Minsk Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. 2019. "Health of the Population and Environment of 

Minsk Region" ("Здоровье Населения и Окружающая Среда Минского Района"). [http://minzchie.by/images/ya.pdf]. 

Accessed 25 August 2020.   

[10] Brest Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. 2019. "Sanitary and Epidemiological Health of the 

Population of Brest Region 2018" ("Состояние санитарно-эпидемиологического благополучия населения Брестской 

области в 2018 году"). [https://www.cgebrz.brest.by/docs/Inform_bul.pdf]. Accessed 25 August 2020.  

 

2.4.3b 

Does the country make de-identified COVID-19 surveillance data (including details such as daily case count, mortality rate, 

etc) available via daily reports (or other formats) on government websites (such as the Ministry of Health, or similar)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus makes de-identified Covid-19 surveillance data available via daily reports on the Ministry of Health website. A daily 

update is uploaded to the "Events" section of the Ministry of Health website, which includes information on the number of 

recovered confirmed cases, the total number of positive case results and total number of tests administered, and the total 

number of deaths [1, 2]. Links to these posts are posted irregularly on the "News" section of the website of the Republican 

Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [3]. Worldwide data are regularly posted on the website of 

the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, which include data for Belarus [4]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Events" ("События"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/index.php?PAGEN_1=2]. 

Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "In Belarus as at 11 August 65,219 patients have recovered and been discharged" ("В 

Беларуси на 11 августа выздоровели и выписаны 65 тыс. 219 пациентов"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/v-

belarusi-na-11-avgusta-vyzdoroveli-i-vypisany-65-tys-219-patsientov/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "Sectoral news" ("Новости отрасли"). 

[http://www.belriem.by/news]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. "Coronavirus 2019" ("Коронавирус 2019") 

[https://rcheph.by/news/koronaavirus-2019.html]. Accessed 11 August 2020. 
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2.4.4 Ethical considerations during surveillance 

2.4.4a 

Is there legislation and/or regulations that safeguard the confidentiality of identifiable health information for individuals, 

such as that generated through health surveillance activities? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is legislation in place that safeguards the confidentiality of identifiable health information for individuals, such as that 

generated through health surveillance activities. Article 46 of the Law of 18 June 1993 “On Healthcare” sets out the 

requirements for medical secrecy [1]. In accordance with this legislation, diagnoses and information about medical 

intervention are considered medical secrets, but they may be disclosed without the permission of the patient upon 

application by the Ministry of Health or its bodies for the purposes of state health monitoring, among other things. Under 

Law No. 455-Z of 10 November 2008 “On Information, Digital Affairs and Data Protection”, while information on the status of 

healthcare may not be subject to limitations in terms of public access, personal data are subject to limitations, specifically 

including the state of the individual’s health [2]. 

 

[1] kodeksy-by.com. Article 46 of the Law of the Republic of Belarus of 18 June 1993. "On Healthcare" ("Статья 46. Закон РБ 

О здравоохранении от 18.06.1993 г."). [http://kodeksy-by.com/zakon_rb_o_zdravoohranenii/46.htm]. Accessed 11 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 455-Z of 10 

November 2008. "On Information, Information Technology and Data Protection" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 10 

ноября 2008 г. № 455-З «Об информации, информатизации и защите информации»"). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=H10800455]. Accessed 11 August 2020. 

 

2.4.4b 

Is there legislation and/or regulations safeguarding the confidentiality of identifiable health information for individuals, such 

as that generated through health surveillance activities, include mention of protections from cyber attacks (e.g., 

ransomware)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

The laws governing the confidentiality of identifiable health information for individuals, such as that generated through 

health surveillance activities, do not include specific mention of protections from cyber attacks, but those responsible for 

data protection are required to take measures to protect digital information. Cyber attacks are not specifically mentioned in 

either Law of the Republic of Belarus of 18 June 1993 “On Healthcare” or Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 455-Z of 10 

November 2008 “On Information, Digital Affairs and Data Protection” [1, 2]. However, Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 

455-Z of 10 November 2008 “On Information, Digital Affairs and Data Protection” requires that data protection measures be 

implemented in relation to information subject to access limitations, including personal medical data, and in relation to all 

government data [2]. This includes the use of technological and cryptographical protections certified by the relevant 

government body [2]. No mention of the protection of individuals’ data from cyber attacks is made on the Ministry of Health 

website [3]. General protections against cybercrime are outlined in the Belarusian Criminal Code, which prescribes criminal 

sanctions for relevant acts such as unauthorized access to digital data, modification of digital data, computer sabotage, theft 

of computer data and other hacking-related activities [4]. However, these do not specifically mention protection of 

identifiable health information for individuals, such as that generated through health surveillance activities. 
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[1] kodeksy-by.com. Article 46 of Law of the Republic of Belarus of 18 June 1993. "On Healthcare" ("Статья 46. Закон РБ О 

здравоохранении от 18.06.1993 г."). [http://kodeksy-by.com/zakon_rb_o_zdravoohranenii/46.htm]. Accessed 11 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 455-Z of 10 

November 2008. "On Information, Information Technology and Data Protection" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 10 

ноября 2008 г. № 455-З «Об информации, информатизации и защите информации»"). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=H10800455]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[4] kodeksy-by.com. Codices of the Republic of Belarus. "Criminal Code of the Republic of Belarus" (Уголовный кодекс 

Республики Беларусь). [https://kodeksy-by.com/ugolovnyj_kodeks_rb.htm]. Accessed 11 August 2020. 

 

2.4.5 International data sharing 

2.4.5a 

Has the government made a commitment via public statements, legislation and/or a cooperative agreement to share 

surveillance data during a public health emergency with other countries in the region? 

Yes, commitments have been made to share data for more than one disease = 2, Yes, commitments have been made to 

share data only for one disease = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

The government has made a commitment via cooperative agreements to share surveillance data during a public health 

emergency with other countries in the region for multiple diseases.  

 

A 2020 news report indicates that an agreement was signed between the member states of the Commonwealth of 

Independent States (CIS) regarding the rules for implementing the IT processes for healthcare measures to speed up existing 

initiatives in response to the coronavirus pandemic [1]. Directive of the Eurasian Intergovernment Council No. 17 of 17 July 

2020 “On the Integrated Plan of Healthcare and Epidemiological Measures to Prevent the Spread of Coronavirus and Other 

Infectious Diseases on the Territory of the Member-states of the Eurasian Economic Union” approves the Integrated Plan of 

Healthcare and Epidemiological Measures to Prevent the Spread of Coronavirus and Other Infectious Diseases on the 

Territory of the Member-states of the Eurasian Economic Union, which includes mutual data sharing on coronavirus-related 

epidemiological information immediately as well as data sharing in relation to the “Formation, Implementation and Use of  

Databases for Infectious Disease Outbreaks and Mass Non-infectious Disease Events (Poisoning) and the Dissemination of 

Products that Endanger Health or the Habitable Environment and Implemented Health Measures”, a process foreseen for 

2020-2021 [2].  

 

As a member of the CIS, Belarus has signed up to a number of international agreements to cooperate on public health 

matters and share data. One such agreement is the Statute on the Order of Information Exchange Between Member States 

of the Commonwealth of Independent States on Epidemiological Surveillance of Quarantine and Other Dangerous Infectious 

Disease and on the Control of Potentially Life-Threatening Goods (approved 2003), of which the full text is not available for 

free online [3]. A 2010 CIS report on the progress of the implementation of the Convention on Cross-Border Cooperation 

between Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS CBC Convention) notes that Belarus actively 

participates in the Coordination Committee for Problems in Health Security on the Territory of the Member States of the CIS 

Concerning Dangerous Infectious Diseases, including quarterly reporting that includes information on emergency situations 

[4]. The CIS CBC Convention itself (adopted 2010) contains a high-level commitment to facilitate development in joint 

monitoring activities for the sanitary, epidemiological and veterinary health of the population and the protection of 

territories from the import of infectious livestock and a high-level commitment to facilitate development in healthcare, but 
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no specific commitment to share surveillance data during a public health emergency [5]. 

 

[1] Soyuz. Belarus-Rossiya. 13 March 2020. "Medics Online" ("Санитары онлайн"). [https://rg.ru/2020/03/16/rossiia-i-

belarus-uprostili-obmen-dannymi-o-sanitarnyh-merah.html]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[2] Alta-Soft.ru. Eurasian Intergovernment Council No. 17 of 17 July 2020. "On the Integrated Plan of Healthcare and 

Epidemiological Measures to Prevent the Spread of Coronavirus and Other Infectious Diseases on the Territory of the 

Member-states of the Eurasian Economic Union"" ("Распоряжение Евразийского межправительственного совета от 

17.07.2020 № 16 "О комплексном плане мероприятий в области здравоохранения и санитарно-эпидемиологического 

благополучия населения по предотвращению распространения коронавирусной инфекции Covid-19 и иных 

инфекционных заболеваний на территориях государств - членов Евразийского экономического союза""). 

[https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/20mr0016/]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[3] zakon.kz. "Decision of the Council for Cooperation in Healthcare of the CIS on 3 July 2003 'Statute on the Order of 

Information Exchange Between Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States on Epidemiological Surveillance 

of Quarantine and Other Dangerous Infectious Disease and on the Control of Potentially Life-Threatening Goods'" ("Решение 

Совета по сотрудничеству в области здравоохранения Содружества Независимых Государств от 3 июля 2003 г. 

Положение о порядке осуществления информационного обмена между государствами-участниками содружества 

независимых государств об эпидемиологическом надзоре за карантинными и другими опасными инфекционными 

болезнями и о контроле за потенциально опасными для здоровья населения товарами и грузами"). 

[https://online.zakon.kz/Document/?doc_id=30582513#pos=1;-75]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[4] Unified Register of Legislative Acts and Other Documents of the CIS. Protocol Resolution of 18 November 2010. "On the 

Process of the Implementation of the Convention on Cross-Border Cooperation of the Member States of the CIS" 

("Протокольное Решение от 18 ноября 2010 года "O ходе реализации Конвенции о приграничном сотрудничестве 

государств – участников Содружества Независимых Государств"). 

[http://cis.minsk.by/reestr/ru/index.html#reestr/view/text?doc=2920]. Accessed 11 August 2020.  

[5] Tekhexpert. "Convention on Cross-border Cooperation between Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent 

States" ("Конвенция о приграничном сотрудничестве государств – участников Содружества Независимых Государств"). 

[http://docs.cntd.ru/document/902196976]. Accessed 11 August 2020. 

 

2.5 CASE-BASED INVESTIGATION 

2.5.1 Case investigation and contact tracing 

2.5.1a 

Is there a national system in place to provide support at the sub-national level (e.g. training, metrics standardization and/or 

financial resources) to conduct contact tracing in the event of a public health emergency? 

Yes, there is evidence that the national government supports sub-national systems to prepare for future public health 

emergencies = 2, Yes, there is evidence that the national government supports sub-national systems, but only in response to 

active public health emergencies = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence of a national system in place to provide support at the sub-national level to conduct contact 

tracing in the event of a public health emergency in response to an active public health emergency.  

 

No mention of such a system is made on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology 

and Public Health, and the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [1, 2, 3]. No mention 

of such a system is made in Law No. 2435-XII of 18 June 1993 "On Healthcare" or Law No. 340-Z of January 2012 "On the 



 

 
60 

Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" [4, 5].  

 

However, according to the Covid-19 Health System Response Monitor, as of 11 August 2020, contact tracing was being 

carried out by medical personnel from the sanitary epidemiological service with the involvement of the Ministry of Internal 

Affairs. By 22 March more than 23,000 contacts had been traced [6]. A news report from 25 June 2020 indicates that a 

contract tracing mobile application has been developed for use in Belarus [7]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 12 

August 2020.  

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 2435-XII of 18 June 

1993. "On Healthcare" (Закон Республики Беларусь "О здравоохранении" от 18 юня 1993 г."). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=v19302435]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 4 August 

2020.  

[6] Covid-19 Health System Response Monitor. 11 August 2020. "Belarus 1.4 Monitoring and Surveillance". 

[https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/belarus/livinghit.aspx?Section=1.4%20Monitoring%20and%20surveillance

&Type=Section#4Monitoringandsurveillance]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[7] IntelliNews. 25 June 2020. "Shoppers in Belarus get access to New Zealand's coronavirus tracking app". 

[https://www.intellinews.com/index.php/shoppers-in-belarus-get-access-to-new-zealand-s-coronavirus-tracking-app-

186226/?source=Belarus]. Accessed 12 August 2020. 

 

2.5.1b 

Does the country provide wraparound services to enable infected people and their contacts to self-isolate or quarantine as 

recommended, particularly economic support (paycheck, job security) and medical attention? 

Yes, both economic support and medical attention are provided = 2, Yes, but only economic support or medical attention is 

provided = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is some evidence that Belarus provides wraparound services to enable infected people and their contacts to self-

isolate or quarantine as recommended, particularly economic support (paycheck, job security) and medical attention. 

 

With regard to Covid-19, economic support is provided for those who are in self-isolation in accordance with Article 4 of 

Council of Ministers Resolution No. 208 of 8 April 2020 “On the Introduction of Limitation Measures” [1]. Under this 

provision, citizens who are included in the social insurance system and who must self-isolate (i.e. those infected with 

coronavirus or who have been in contact with an infected person) receive payments from the state extrabudgetary fund for 

social protection of the population of the Republic of Belarus on the basis of inability to work [2]. Furthermore, for workers 

returning from secondments abroad who must self-isolate as a result, salary is to be paid at no lower than two thirds in 

accordance with article 1.2 of Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 194 of 3 April 2020 [3].  

 

As regards medical assistance during self-isolation, hotline numbers for local regional centers for hygiene, epidemiology and 

public health are available on the Ministry of Health website as well as instructions to call the emergency services in case of a 
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deterioration in the patient’s condition [4]. No mention of any such services in relation to other diseases is made on the 

websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, or the Republican 

Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [5, 6, 7]. 

 

[1] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 208 of 8 April 2020. "On the Introduction of Limitation 

Measures" ("Совет Министровреспублики Беларусь Постановление 8 апреля 2020 г. No 208 О введении 

ограничительного мероприятия"). [http://pda.government.by/upload/docs/filee548a9878d71f89e.PDF]. Accessed 12 

August 2020.  

[2] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 194 of 3 April 2020. "On Work Secondments Abroad" 

"Совет Министровреспублики Беларусь Постановление 3 апреля 2020 г. No 194 О служебных командировках за 

границу". [http://mintrud.gov.by/system/extensions/spaw/uploads/files/Postanovlenie-SM-194.PDF]. Accessed 12 August 

2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Covid-19 Situation in Belarus" ("Ситуация с Covid-19 в Беларуси"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-belorusskikh-grazhdan/Covid-19/]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[5] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 12 

August 2020. 

 

2.5.1c 

Does the country make de-identified data on contact tracing efforts for COVID-19 (including the percentage of new cases 

from identified contacts) available via daily reports (or other format) on government websites (such as the Ministry of Health, 

or similar)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

Belarus does not make de-identified data on contact tracing efforts for Covid-19 available via daily reports (or other formats) 

on government websites. No such data was identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for 

Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [1, 

2, 3]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 26 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 26 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 26 

August 2020. 

 

2.5.2 Point of entry management 

2.5.2a 

Is there a joint plan or cooperative agreement between the public health system and border control authorities to identify 

suspected and potential cases in international travelers and trace and quarantine their contacts in the event of a public 

health emergency? 

Yes, plan(s)/agreement(s) are in place to prepare for future public health emergencies = 2, Yes, but plan(s)/agreement(s) are 

in place only in response to active public health emergencies = 1, No = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a joint plan and cooperative agreement between the public health system and border control authorities to identify 

suspected and potential cases in international travelers and trace and quarantine their contacts in the event of a public 

health emergency but only in response to an ongoing emergency.  

 

Epidemiological control at the Belarusian border is governed by Cabinet of Ministers Resolution No. 58 of 3 June 2010 “On 

Various Issues of Epidemiological Control at Entry Points at the State Border of the Republic of Belarus”, which stipulates that 

the epidemiological authorities conduct sanitary and epidemiological control at the 30 listed border crossing points, including 

Minsk National Airport and Gomel Airport, as well as by Presidential Decree No. 524 of 1 January 2014 “On Various Issues of 

Epidemiological Control at Entry Points at the State Border of the Republic of Belarus”, which stipulates that cooperation 

between customs, border service and epidemiological authorities is determined locally on the basis of local legislative 

instruments between said authorities [1, 2]. No such local agreements have been identified in the public domain.  

 

The coordination of the activities of the Border Service and Ministry of Health in respect of Covid-19 is governed by 

Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 171 of 25 March 2020 “On Measures to Prevent the 

Entry and Spread of Covid-19 Infections”, which for example stipulates that Border Service agents give out forms approved by 

the Ministry of Health to arrivals and, after they have been filled in, the agents pass them to the responsible Ministry of 

Health officials [3]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 58 of 3 June 2010. "On 

Various Issues of Epidemiological Control at Entry Points at the State Border of the Republic of Belarus" ("Постановление 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь № 58 03.06.2010 "О некоторых вопросах осуществления 

санитарно-карантинного контроля в пунктах пропуска на таможенной границе таможенного союза"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-spetsialistov/normativno-pravovaya-baza/baza-npa.php?ELEMENT_ID=7195]. Accessed 12 

August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Decree of the President of the Republic of Belarus No. 

524 of 1 January 2014. "On Various Issues of Epidemiological Control at Entry Points at the State Border of the Republic of 

Belarus" ("Указ Президента Республики Беларусь № 524 01.01.2014 О некоторых вопросах осуществления санитарно-

карантинного контроля в пунктах пропуска через Государственную границу Республики Беларусь"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=P31300524&p1=1]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[3] alta-soft.ru. Resolution of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 171 of 25 March 2020. "On Measures to 

Prevent the Entry and Spread of Covid-19 Infections" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 25 

марта 2020 г. N 171 "О мерах по предотвращению завоза и распространения инфекции, вызванной коронавирусом 

Covid-19""). [https://www.alta.ru/tamdoc/20bl0171/]. Accessed 12 August 2020. 

 

2.6 EPIDEMIOLOGY WORKFORCE 

2.6.1 Applied epidemiology training program, such as the field epidemiology 
training program, for public health professionals and veterinarians (e.g., Field 
Epidemiology Training Program [FETP] and Field Epidemiology Training 
Program for Veterinarians [FETPV]) 

2.6.1a 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Applied epidemiology training program (such as FETP) is available in country 
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- Resources are provided by the government to send citizens to another country to participate in applied epidemiology 

training programs (such as FETP) 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure. , Yes for both = 1 , Yes for one = 1 , No for both = 

0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that Belarus has an applied epidemiology training program, or that resources are provided by the 

government to send citizens to another country to participate in applied epidemiology training programs. Belarus is not 

mentioned as a host or participant of Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP) programs with the CDC or Training 

Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET), or potentially relevant regional organizations 

(European Program for Training in Epidemiological Interventions (EPIET)/European public health microbiology (EUPHEM) and 

South Caucasus Field Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP)) [1, 2, 3, 4]. No mention of government 

sponsorship of citizens to attend FETP programs abroad is made on the website of the Ministry of Health [5]. 

 

[1] US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). "Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP)". 

[https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/healthprotection/fetp/index.htm]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[2] Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET). "Training Programs". 

[https://www.tephinet.org/training-programs]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[3] European Center for Disease Prevention and Control. "Fellowship program: EPIET/EUPHEM". 

[https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/epiet-euphem]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[4] Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET). "South Caucasus Field 

Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program". [https://www.tephinet.org/training-programs/south-caucasus-field-

epidemiology-and-laboratory-training-program]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 12 August 2020. 

 

2.6.1b 

Are the available field epidemiology training programs explicitly inclusive of animal health professionals or is there a specific 

animal health field epidemiology training program offered (such as FETPV)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of any field epidemiology training programs (FETP) inclusive of animal health professionals or a specific 

animal health field epidemiology training program in Belarus. Belarus is not mentioned as a host or participant of FETP or 

FETPV programs with the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) or Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health 

Interventions Network (TEPHINET), or potentially relevant regional organizations - European Program for Intervention 

Epidemiology Training (EPIET)/European Public Health Microbiology training (EUPHEM) and South Caucasus Regional Field 

Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program (SC-FELTP) [1, 2, 3, 4]. No mention of government sponsorship of citizens to 

attend FETP or Field Epidemiology Training Program for Veterinarians (FETPV) programs abroad is made on the website of 

the Ministry of Health [5]. 

 

[1] US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). "Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP)". 

[https://www.cdc.gov/globalhealth/healthprotection/fetp/index.htm]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[2] Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET). "Training Programs". 

[https://www.tephinet.org/training-programs]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[3] European Center for Disease Prevention and Control. "Fellowship program: EPIET/EUPHEM". 

[https://ecdc.europa.eu/en/epiet-euphem]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  
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[4] Training Programs in Epidemiology and Public Health Interventions Network (TEPHINET). "South Caucasus Field 

Epidemiology and Laboratory Training Program". [https://www.tephinet.org/training-programs/south-caucasus-field-

epidemiology-and-laboratory-training-program]. Accessed 12 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 12 August 2020. 

 

2.6.2 Epidemiology workforce capacity 

2.6.2a 

Is there public evidence that the country has at least 1 trained field epidemiologist per 200,000 people? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

Completed JEE assessments; Economist Impact analyst qualitative assessment based on official national sources, which vary 

by country 

 

Category 3: Rapid response to and mitigation of the spread of an epidemic 

3.1 EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE PLANNING 

3.1.1 National public health emergency preparedness and response plan 

3.1.1a 

Does the country have an overarching national public health emergency response plan in place which addresses planning for 

multiple communicable diseases with epidemic or pandemic potential?   

Evidence that there is a plan in place, and the plan is publicly available = 2, Evidence that the plan is in place, but the plan is 

not publicly available OR, Disease-specific plans are in place, but there is no evidence of an overarching plan = 1, No evidence 

that such a plan or plans are in place = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

Belarus has a national public health emergency response plan in place, which specifically addresses planning for multiple 

communicable diseases with pandemic potential. Article 23 of Law No. 340-Z of January 2012 “On the Health and 

Epidemiological Welfare of the Population” read in conjunction with Ministry of Health Resolution No. 108 of 18 July 2012 

“On Restrictive Measures” (as amended April 2020), Ministry of Health Resolution No. 64 of 12 June 2012 “On the 

Establishment of the List of Infections and Mass Non-Infectious Illnesses to which Measures for the Sanitary Protection of the 

Territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Repeal of Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 

25 September 2006”, and Ministry of Health Resolution No. 24 of 21 March 2013 “On the Approval of the Sanitary Rules 

‘Requirements towards the Procedure for Disinfection, Deinfestation and Rodent Control Measures and the Repeal of 

Resolution of the Head State Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 143 of 26 December 2002” governs the response 

in case of multiple communicable diseases with pandemic potential (including plague, anthrax, SARS and others), namely 

through introduction of restrictive measures, i.e. quarantine of territories, observation and control of movement within and 
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into and out of such territories, self-isolation as well as disinfection [1, 2, 3, 4]. In accordance with the abovementioned 

legislation, upon the occurrence of a communicable disease with pandemic potential in Belarus, the Council of Ministers 

takes the decision to introduce the abovementioned restrictive measures and interventions as elaborated by the Ministry of 

Health. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012. "On Restrictive Measures" ("Постановление Министерства Здравоохранения Республики 

Беларусь 18 июля 2012 г. No 108 Об ограничительных мероприятиях"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21226313_1345842000.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 64 of 12 June 2012. "On the Establishment of the List of Infections and Mass Non-Infectious Illnesses to which 

Measures for the Sanitary Protection of the Territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Repeal of Resolution of the Ministry 

of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 25 September 2006" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 12 июня 2012 г. № 64 Об установлении перечня инфекционных и массовых неинфекционных 

заболеваний, на которые распространяются мероприятия по санитарной охране территории Республики Беларусь, и 

признании утратившим силу постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 сентября 2006 

г. № 74"). [https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21226086&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 24 of 21 March 2013. 

"On the Approval of the Sanitary Rules 'Requirements towards the Procedure for Disinfection, Deinfestation and Rodent 

Control Measures and the Repeal of Resolution of the Head State Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 143 of 26 

December 2002" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 21 марта 2013 № 24 Об 

утверждении Санитарных норм и правил «Требования к порядкупроведения дезинфекционных, дезинсекционных и 

дератизационных мероприятий» и признании утратившим силу постановленияГлавного государственного 

санитарного врача Республики Беларусь от 26 декабря 2002 г. No 143"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-

content/uploads/2013/02/post_mzrb_24-21032013.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020. 

 

3.1.1b 

If an overarching plan is in place, has it been updated in the last 3 years? 

Yes = 1 , No /no plan in place= 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus's overarching national public health emergency response plan has been updated in the last 3 years. Law No. 340-Z of 

January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population” was amended in July 2019 by Law No. 217-Z, 

but no amendments were made to chapter 4, which includes the public health emergency response plan [1, 2]. Ministry of 

Health Resolution No. 108 of 18 July 2012 “On Restrictive Measures”, was amended in April 2020 by Ministry of Health 

Resolution No. 32 to include self-isolation and "other sanitary and epidemiological measures to prevent the spread of 

infectious diseases and to localize and eliminate them" [3, 4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 
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[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 14 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 217-Z of 15 July 

2019. "On the of Amendment of Law of the Republic of Belarus "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the 

Population"" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 15 июля 2019 г. № 217-З Об изменении Закона Республики Беларусь "О 

санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения""). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=H11900217&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012. "On Restrictive Measures" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ МИНИСТЕРСТВА ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ 

РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 18 июля 2012 г. No 108 Об ограничительных мероприятиях"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21226313_1345842000.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 32 of 7 April 2020. "On the Amendment of Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 108 

of 18 July 2012" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 7 апреля 2020 г. № 32 Об 

изменении постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 18 июля 2012 г. № 108"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W22035247&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 64 of 12 June 2012. "On the Establishment of the List of Infections and Mass Non-Infectious Illnesses to which 

Measures for the Sanitary Protection of the Territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Repeal of Resolution of the Ministry 

of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 25 September 2006" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 12 июня 2012 г. № 64 Об установлении перечня инфекционных и массовых неинфекционных 

заболеваний, на которые распространяются мероприятия по санитарной охране территории Республики Беларусь, и 

признании утратившим силу постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 сентября 2006 

г. № 74"). [https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21226086&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution No. 24 of 21 March 2013. "On the Approval of the Sanitary Rules 'Requirements 

towards the Procedure for Disinfection, Deinfestation and Rodent Control Measures and the Repeal of Resolution of the 

Head State Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 143 of 26 December 2002" ("Постановление Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 21 марта 2013 № 24 Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил 

«Требования к порядкупроведения дезинфекционных, дезинсекционных и дератизационных мероприятий» и 

признании утратившим силу постановленияГлавного государственного санитарного врача Республики Беларусь от 26 

декабря 2002 г. No 143"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/post_mzrb_24-21032013.pdf]. Accessed 

14 August 2020. 

 

3.1.1c 

If an overarching plan is in place, does it include considerations for pediatric and/or other vulnerable populations? 

Yes = 1 , No /no plan in place= 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

Belarus's overarching national public health emergency response plan does not include considerations for pediatric and/or 

other vulnerable populations. No mention of provisions for pediatric or vulnerable populations are made in Law No. 340-Z of 

January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population”, Ministry of Health Resolution No. 108 of 18 

July 2012 “On Restrictive Measures”, Ministry of Health Resolution No. 64 of 12 June 2012 "On the Establishment of the List 

of Infections and Mass Non-Infectious Illnesses to which Measures for the Sanitary Protection of the Territory of the Republic 

of Belarus and the Repeal of Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 25 September 2006" or 

Ministry of Health Resolution No. 24 of 21 March 2013 "On the Approval of the Sanitary Rules ‘Requirements towards the 

Procedure for Disinfection, Deinfestation and Rodent Control Measures and the Repeal of Resolution of the Head State 
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Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 143 of 26 December 2002". [1, 2, 3, 4]. No mention of such considerations is 

made on the websites of the Ministry of Health, the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health, or the 

Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [5, 6, 7]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012. "On Restrictive Measures" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ МИНИСТЕРСТВА ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ 

РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 18 июля 2012 г. No 108 Об ограничительных мероприятиях"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21226313_1345842000.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 64 of 12 June 2012. "On the Establishment of the List of Infections and Mass Non-Infectious Illnesses to which 

Measures for the Sanitary Protection of the Territory of the Republic of Belarus and the Repeal of Resolution of the Ministry 

of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 74 of 25 September 2006" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 12 июня 2012 г. № 64 Об установлении перечня инфекционных и массовых неинфекционных 

заболеваний, на которые распространяются мероприятия по санитарной охране территории Республики Беларусь, и 

признании утратившим силу постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 25 сентября 2006 

г. № 74"). [https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W21226086&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution No. 24 of 21 March 2013. "On the Approval of the Sanitary Rules 'Requirements 

towards the Procedure for Disinfection, Deinfestation and Rodent Control Measures and the Repeal of Resolution of the 

Head State Sanitary Doctor of the Republic of Belarus No. 143 of 26 December 2002'" ("Постановление Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 21 марта 2013 № 24 Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил 

«Требования к порядкупроведения дезинфекционных, дезинсекционных и дератизационных мероприятий» и 

признании утратившим силу постановленияГлавного государственного санитарного врача Республики Беларусь от 26 

декабря 2002 г. No 143"). [http://www.svetlcge.by/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/post_mzrb_24-21032013.pdf]. Accessed 

14 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 14 

August 2020. 

 

3.1.1d 

Does the country have a publicly available plan in place specifically for pandemic influenza preparedness that has been 

updated since 2009? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

WHO Strategic Partnership for IHR and Health Security (SPH) 
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3.1.2 Private sector involvement in response planning 

3.1.2a 

Does the country have a specific mechanism(s) for engaging with the private sector to assist with outbreak emergency 

preparedness and response? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of a specific mechanism for engaging with the private sector to assist with outbreak emergency 

preparedness and response. Article 23 of Law No. 340-Z of January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the 

Population” and Ministry of Health Resolution No. 108 of 18 July 2012 “On Restrictive Measures” stipulate that emergency 

commissions established by the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus and local executive agencies are responsible 

for the leadership and coordination of organizations and individuals, including individual entrepreneurs (sole traders), in the 

preventing the entry, appearance and spread of infectious diseases and their localization and elimination, but no further 

detail is provided [1, 2]. The websites of the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Emergency Situations make no mention of any 

such mechanisms [3, 4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012. "On Restrictive Measures" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ МИНИСТЕРСТВА ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ 

РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 18 июля 2012 г. No 108 Об ограничительных мероприятиях"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21226313_1345842000.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

 

3.1.3 Non-pharmaceutical interventions planning 

3.1.3a 

Does the country have a policy, plan and/or guidelines in place to implement non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) during 

an epidemic or pandemic? 

Yes, a policy, plan and/or guidelines are in place for more than one disease= 2, Yes, but  the policy, plan and/or guidelines 

exist only for one disease = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

Belarus has a policy in place to implement non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) during an epidemic or pandemic for 

multiple diseases.  

 

Article 23 of Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 2012 “On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the 

Population” envisages the introduction of restrictive measures by decision of the Council of Ministers and local executive 

agencies upon representations made by vice minister for health the head state sanitary doctor, the head state sanitary 

doctors of regions, cities, districts and urban districts [1].  
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The List of Restrictive Measures and the Instructions on the Procedure for Restrictive Measures as approved by Resolution of 

the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012 includes quarantine (measures to prevent spread, 

localize and resolve outbreaks), observation (isolation of healthy individuals arriving or leaving quarantined territories who 

could have had contact with infectious individuals or carriers to observe, control and, if necessary, administer healthcare to 

prevent spread within and outside of quarantined territories), self-isolation (isolation in domestic or other settings of 

individuals arriving from countries with a poor epidemiological situation or individuals who have had or may have had contact 

with individuals with infectious diseases, carriers and those in recovery) and ‘other sanitary and epidemiological measures to 

prevent the spread of infectious diseases and to localize and eliminate them' [2, 3].  

 

The legislation provides only for non-specific criteria for the imposition of NPIs, namely the occurrence of highly contagious 

infectious diseases in Belarus, including but not limited to wild polio, SARS, novel influenzas and plague [2]. No NPI policy is 

outlined in Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 2435-XII of 18 June 1993 “On Healthcare” [4]. No further details are available 

on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican 

Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [5, 6, 7]. As regards the coronavirus response, according to 

the Covid-19 Health System Response Monitor, Belarus has only introduced mild restrictions and physical distancing 

measures with stricter measures only introduced at the municipal level in Minsk and a number of state mass-public 

gatherings have been held during the pandemic [8]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.   

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 108 of 18 July 2012. On Restrictive Measures" ("Постановление Министерства Здравоохранения Республики 

Беларусь 18 июля 2012 г. No 108 Об ограничительных мероприятиях"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21226313_1345842000.pdf]. Accessed 14 August 2020.   

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus No. 32 of 7 April 2020. "On the Amendment of Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 108 

of 18 July 2012" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 7 апреля 2020 г. № 32 Об 

изменении постановления Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь от 18 июля 2012 г. № 108"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=W22035247&p1=1]. Accessed 14 August 2020.   

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 2435-XII of 18 June 

1993. "On Healthcare" ("Закон Республики Беларусь "О здравоохранении" от 18 юня 1993 г."). 

[http://pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=v19302435]. Accessed 13 August 2020.   

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.   

[6] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://rcheph.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.   

[7] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 13 

August 2020.   

[8] Covid-19 Health System Response Monitor. 11 August 2020. "Belarus 1.2 Physical Distancing". 

[https://www.covid19healthsystem.org/countries/belarus/livinghit.aspx?Section=1.4%20Monitoring%20and%20surveillance

&Type=Section#4Monitoringandsurveillance]. Accessed 13 August 2020. 
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3.2 EXERCISING RESPONSE PLANS 

3.2.1 Activating response plans 

3.2.1a 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Is there evidence that the country has activated their national emergency response plan for an infectious disease outbreak 

in the past year? 

- Is there evidence that the country has completed a national-level biological threat-focused exercise (either with WHO or 

separately) in the past year? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure. , Yes for both = 1 , Yes for one = 1 , No for both = 

0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is evidence that Belarus has activated the national emergency response plan for an infectious disease outbreak in the 

past year, but not that it has completed a national-level biological threat-focused exercise (either with the World Health 

Organization (WHO) or separately) in the past year.  

 

In response to the Coronavirus outbreak, Belarus activated the national emergency response mechanism under Law No. 340-

Z of January 2012 by adopting Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 208 of 8 April 2020 "On the Introduction of 

Restrictive Measures" [1, 2].  

 

The WHO Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH) does not have any 

information about a national emergency response plan for infectious disease in Belarus or that it has activated one over the 

past year [3]. The Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH) also has no 

information about any conducted or planned national-level biological threat-focused exercises in Belarus [3, 4].  

 

In accordance with point 11 of the Statute on the Procedure for mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National 

State Agencies, Other Government Agencies under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive 

Bodies, organizations Involved in the Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies 

and Civil Defense Regardless of Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments 

Responsible for Emergency Situations as approved by Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 413 of 23 May 2013, 

headquarter level exercises involving the Ministry of Emergency Situations, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Health and 

other interested ministries are to be carried out once in three years and only headquarter exercises at certain civil Defense 

organizations are held on an annual basis excluding multi-agency exercises [5]. No information about national-level biological 

threat-focused exercises in the past year has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of 

Emergency Situations [6, 7]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 340-Z of January 

2012. "On the Health and Epidemiological Welfare of the Population" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 7 января 2012 г. № 

340-З "О санитарно-эпидемиологическом благополучии населения"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2012-8/2012-8(020-153).pdf&oldDocPage=1]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 208 of 8 

April 2020. "On the Introduction of Restrictive Measures" ("Постановление Министерства здравоохранения Республики 

Беларусь 8 апреля 2020 г. No 208 О введении ограничительного мероприятия"). 
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[https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/C22000208_1586379600.pdf]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[3] Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH). "Global status of International 

Health Regulation (2005) and Health Security". [https://extranet.who.int/sph/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[4] Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH). "Simulation Exercise". 

[https://extranet.who.int/sph/simulation-exercise]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 413 of 23 

May 2013. "On Approval of the Statute on the Procedure for mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National 

State Agencies, Other Government Agencies under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive 

Bodies, organizations Involved in the Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies 

and Civil Defense Regardless of Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments 

Responsible for Emergency Situations" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 23 мая 2013 г. No 413 

Об утверждении Положения о порядке обучения руководителей и работников республиканских органов 

государственного управления, иных государственных организаций, подчиненных Правительству Республики Беларусь, 

местных исполнительных и распорядительных органов, организаций независимо от форм собственности и населения 

в области защиты населения и территорий от чрезвычайных ситуаций природного и техногенного характера и 

гражданской обороны, а так же граждан, которыми комплектуются специальные формирования органов и 

подразделений по чрезвычайным ситуациям по мобилизации"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21300413&p1=1]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

 

3.2.1b 

Is there evidence that the country in the past year has identified a list of gaps and best practices in response (either through 

an infectious disease response or a biological-threat focused exercise) and developed a plan to improve response 

capabilities? 

Yes, the country has developed and published a plan to improve response capacity = 2 , Yes, the country has developed a 

plan to improve response capacity, but has not published the plan = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that in the last year Belarus has undergone an exercise to identify a list of gaps and best practices 

through either an after-action review or a biological threat-focused IHR exercise with the World Health Organization (WHO). 

The WHO after-action review page does not have any information on exercises with Belarus [1]. In October 2018 Belarus was 

one of 12 countries that participated in a 2-day polio outbreak simulation exercise (POSE) that was organized by the WHO 

and the European Center for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC). The simulation was based on a real event and 

afterwards each country made a gap analysis of the plans for responding to such an event in a poliovirus essential facility 

(PEF), but Belarus has not published its gap analysis [2, 3]. There is no additional information on the websites of the Ministry 

of Health, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food or the WHO Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) 

and Health Security (SPH) page for Belarus, and no such exercises over the past year have been identified [3, 4, 5]. 

 

[1] World Health Organization. "After Action Review." [https://extranet.who.int/sph/after-action-review]. Accessed 13 August 

2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. 1 November 2018. "Simulated poliovirus containment breach helps 

countries increase biorisk safety and security". 

[http://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/sweden/news/news/2018/11/simulated-poliovirus-containment-breach-helps-

countries-increase-biorisk-safety-and-security] Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  
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[4] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [http://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[5] World Health Organization. "Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH) - 

Belarus". [https://extranet.who.int/sph/recipient/belarus#ihrsar]. Accessed 13 August 2020. 

 

3.2.2 Private sector engagement in exercises 

3.2.2a 

Is there evidence that the country in the past year has undergone a national-level biological threat-focused exercise that has 

included private sector representatives? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence that Belarus has, in the past year, undergone a national-level biological threat-focused exercise that has 

included private sector representatives. The Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health 

Security (SPH) has no information about any conducted or planned national-level biological threat-focused exercises in 

Belarus [1, 2]. The Statute on the Procedure for Mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National State Agencies, 

Other Government Agencies under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive Bodies, 

Organizations Involved in the Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies and Civil 

Defense Regardless of Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments 

Responsible for Emergency Situations (adopted 2013) applies to organizations involved in protecting the population and 

territory from natural and anthropogenic emergencies and civil defense, regardless of their ownership, however there is no 

express provision made for biological threat-focused exercises in this legislation [3]. No information about national-level 

biological threat-focused exercises in the past year including private sector representatives has been identified on the 

websites of the Ministry of Health or Ministry of Emergency Situations [4, 5]. 

 

[1] Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH). "Global status of International 

Health Regulation (2005) and Health Security". [https://extranet.who.int/sph/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[2] Strategic Partnership for International Health Regulations (2005) and Health Security (SPH). "Simulation Exercise". 

[https://extranet.who.int/sph/simulation-exercise]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 413 of 23 

May 2013. "On Approval of the Statute on the Procedure for mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National 

State Agencies, Other Government Agencies under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive 

Bodies, organizations Involved in the Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies 

and Civil Defense Regardless of Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments 

Responsible for Emergency Situations" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 23 мая 2013 г. No 413 

Об утверждении Положения о порядке обучения руководителей и работников республиканских органов 

государственного управления, иных государственных организаций, подчиненных Правительству Республики Беларусь, 

местных исполнительных и распорядительных органов, организаций независимо от форм собственности и населения 

в области защиты населения и территорий от чрезвычайных ситуаций природного и техногенного характера и 

гражданской обороны, а так же граждан, которыми комплектуются специальные формирования органов и 

подразделений по чрезвычайным ситуациям по мобилизации"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21300413&p1=1]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  
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3.3 EMERGENCY RESPONSE OPERATION 

3.3.1 Emergency response operation 

3.3.1a 

Does the country have in place an Emergency Operations Center (EOC)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus has in place an emergency operations center (EOC) that specifically covers health issues, namely the Council of 

Ministers Commission for Emergency Situations. The State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations 

specifically covers epidemics and within this system the Council of Ministers Commission for Emergency Situations has 

coordinating and management responsibilities during emergency situations under Council of Ministers Resolution No. 495 of 

10 April 2001 “On the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations” [1]. On 3 June 2019 a 

website was created for the Republican Center for the organization of Medical Response [2]. According to the website, the 

Center was established in accordance with Order of the Ministry of Health No. 309 of 18 March 2019, however this 

legislation has not been identified in the public domain and there is no explicit reference to pandemic or epidemiological 

response on the website, though the Center is reported to have arranged the supply and delivery of 100,000 Covid-19 

antibody express tests from China in a media report of 11 May 2020 [3, 4, 5, 6, 7]. The Republican Emergency Management 

and Response Center of the Ministry of Emergency Situations is responsible for directing state bodies in reaction to general 

emergency situations and the coordination of their work, however no evidence of involvement in health issues has been 

identified on the Republican Emergency Management and Response Center of the Ministry of Emergency Situations website, 

including as regards the Coronavirus epidemic, or in its foundational document under Council of Ministers Resolution No. 688 

of 24 June 2005 [8, 9]. 

 

[1] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 495 of 10 April 2001. "On the State System for the 

Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 10 

апреля 2001 г. N 495 "О Государственной Системе Предупреждения И Ликвидации Чрезвычайных Ситуаций"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwit--

vM_8_fAhWsVBUIHY_aDhgQFjAAegQICRAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adu.by%2Fimages%2F2018%2F01%2Fpost-o-gos-

sisteme-chrezv-situac.docx&usg=AOvVaw0OKTyIEcXQBQH7mrHX93mR]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. "A Page of History" ("СТРАНИЦА ИСТОРИИ"). 

[https://rcomr.by/Home/About]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. "A Page of History. Part 2" ("СТРАНИЦА ИСТОРИИ. часть 

2"). [https://rcomr.by/Home/About2]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[6] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). [https://pravo.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[7] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 11 May 2020. "100 Thousand Express-tests for Covid-19 Antibodies Arrive in Belarus" 

("В Беларусь поступили 100 тыс. экспресс-тестов на антитела к СOVID-19"). [https://www.belta.by/society/view/v-belarus-

postupili-100-tys-ekspress-testov-na-antitela-k-sovid-19-390429-2020/]. Accessed 13 August 2020."  

[8] Republican Emergency Management and Response Center (Республиканский центр управления и реагирования на 

ЧС). [https://erc.mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[9] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 688 of 24 June 2005. "On the Establishment of the State Body 'Republican Emergency Management and 

Response Center of the Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus'" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики 
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Беларусь от 24 июня 2005 г. № 688 "О создании государственного учреждения ""Республиканский центр управления и 

реагирования на чрезвычайные ситуации Министерства по чрезвычайным ситуациям Республики Беларусь"""). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2005-103/2005-103(075-120).pdf&oldDocPage=42]. Accessed 13 

August 2020. 

 

3.3.1b 

Is the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) required to conduct a drill for a public health emergency scenario at least once 

per year or is there evidence that they conduct a drill at least once per year? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence to confirm that Belarus’s emergency operations center is required to conduct a drill for a public 

health emergency scenario at least once per year, nor that such a drill is conducted once per year.  

 

In accordance with Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 413 of 23 May 2013 “On Approval of the Statute on the 

Procedure for mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National State Agencies, Other Government Agencies 

under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive Bodies, organizations Involved in the 

Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies and Civil Defense Regardless of 

Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments Responsible for Emergency 

Situations”, table-top exercises are held in agencies and organizations with the involvement of the Ministry of Emergency 

Situations, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry of Health and other interested parties as necessary once in three years, 

comprehensive training exercises with forces and agencies leading the State System of Prevention and Elimination of 

Emergency Situations and Civil Defense once every seven years, tactical special exercises with emergency services once a 

year and training with institutions within the network of monitoring and laboratorial control at the national level once every 

three years, at the regional level once every two years and at the local level once a year [1]. However, the resolution makes 

no mention of health-specific exercises. [1] The Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations and Ministry of Internal 

Affairs websites make no reference to drill frequency requirements or annual drills having taken place [2]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers No. 413 of 23 

May 2013. "On Approval of the Statute on the Procedure for mobilization Training for Leaders and Employees of National 

State Agencies, Other Government Agencies under the Control of the Government of the Republic of Belarus, Local Executive 

Bodies, organizations Involved in the Defense of the Population and Territory from Natural and Anthropogenic Emergencies 

and Civil Defense Regardless of Ownership, as well as Citizens Recruited into Special Formations of Bodies and Departments 

Responsible for Emergency Situations" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 23 мая 2013 г. No 413 

Об утверждении Положения о порядке обучения руководителей и работников республиканских органов 

государственного управления, иных государственных организаций, подчиненных Правительству Республики Беларусь, 

местных исполнительных и распорядительных органов, организаций независимо от форм собственности и населения 

в области защиты населения и территорий от чрезвычайных ситуаций природного и техногенного характера и 

гражданской обороны, а так же граждан, которыми комплектуются специальные формирования органов и 

подразделений по чрезвычайным ситуациям по мобилизации"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21300413&p1=1]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 9 September 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Internal Affairs. [https://www.mvd.gov.by/]. Accessed 9 September 2020. 
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3.3.1c 

Is there public evidence to show that the Emergency Operations Center (EOC) has conducted within the last year a 

coordinated emergency response or emergency response exercise activated within 120 minutes of the identification of the 

public health emergency/scenario? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence to show that the emergency operations center (EOC) has conducted within the last year a 

coordinated emergency response or emergency response exercise activated within 120 minutes of the identification of the 

public health emergency/scenario. According to information posted on the Ministry of Emergency Situations website in April 

2018, the Republican Emergency Management and Response Center participated in a large-scale "tactical-special" drill at 

Vitebsk Airport to test the cooperation between government agencies, improve the agencies response to aviation 

emergencies and the management of such emergencies [1]. No information is available on response times or on incidents 

over the past year. There is no mention of such capabilities on the Ministry of Health website [2]. No information about the 

ability of the Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response to conduct a coordinated emergency response or 

to show that this emergency response exercise was activated within 120 minutes of the identification of the public health 

scenario has been identified [2, 3]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. 11 April 2018. "Large-scale Drill at Vitebsk Aeroport" ("Ваэропорту 

"Витебск»" прошли масштабные учения"). 

[https://vitebsk.mchs.gov.by/novosti/196220/?sphrase_id=134232&_ga=2.83575455.844996405.1546433745-

998182669.1542633225]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

 

3.4 LINKING PUBLIC HEALTH AND SECURITY AUTHORITIES 

3.4.1 Public health and security authorities are linked for rapid response 
during a biological event 

3.4.1a 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Is there public evidence that public health and national security authorities have carried out an exercise to respond to a 

potential deliberate biological event (i.e., bioterrorism attack)? 

- Are there publicly available standard operating procedures, guidelines, memorandums of understanding (MOUs), or other 

agreements between the public health and security authorities to respond to a potential deliberate biological event (i.e., 

bioterrorism attack)? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure., Yes for both = 1, Yes for one = 1, No for both = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence that public health and national security authorities have carried out a joint exercise to respond to 

a potential deliberate biological event (i.e. bioterrorism attack). There is no evidence of publicly available standard operating 

procedures, guidelines, memoranda of understanding or other agreements between the public health and security 

authorities to respond to a deliberate biological event. According to the Ministry of Defense website, specialist radiation, 

chemical and biological defense troops underwent a four-day tactical-special exercise on 24-27 April 2018, but there is no 

indication that the health authorities, or any other government bodies, were involved in this exercise. [1] The Ministry of 

Health, the Ministry for Emergency Situations, the Republican Emergency Management and Response Center and the 
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Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response make no mention of any such exercises or guidelines [2, 3, 4, 5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Defense. 24 April 2018. "Exercise for radiation, chemical and biological Defense troops" ("Учение 

специалистов войск РХБ защиты"). [https://www.mil.by/ru/news/73684/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Emergency Management and Response Center. (Республиканский центр управления и реагирования на 

ЧС). [https://erc.mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[5] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 17 August 2020. 

 

3.5 RISK COMMUNICATIONS 

3.5.1 Public communication 

3.5.1b 

Does the risk communication plan (or other legislation, regulation or strategy document used to guide national public health 

response) outline how messages will reach populations and sectors with different communications needs (eg different 

languages, location within the country, media reach)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus's communication strategy to guide national public health response outlines how messages will reach populations and 

sectors with different communication needs. Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1118 of November 2014 “On the Approval 

of the Statute on the System of Informing the Public and Management Bodies of the State System for the Prevention and 

Resolution of Emergency Situations” outlines that the main means of informing the public is through recorded voice 

broadcasts that interrupt television and radio programs. In certain situations, the information may be conveyed by direct 

speech or by electronic recording. The signals are to be broadcast from a number of geographically dispersed locations 

through a complex of dispersed electronic communications apparatus to ensure the consistent functioning of the 

communication system. The signals can be broadcast to all of Belarus, but also to individual locations, districts and regions 

according to requirements. For those living in areas not covered by the communication system (sparsely populated areas, 

rural localities, etc.), vehicles equipped with loudspeakers may be employed [1]. Beyond people living in rural areas, no other 

special communication groups are mentioned. The Republican Emergency Management and Response Center also highlights 

its use of five means of communicating information about emergencies to the population in all Belarusian territory, the 

commission for emergency situations at the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus, national state executive bodies 

and state organizations under the control of the Belarusian government and regional branches of the Ministry of Emergency 

Situations of the Republic of Belarus, namely through State System of Emergency Warning and Resolution and Civil Defense 

signals, interruption of radio and television broadcasts through broadcast stations, placing scrolling text on television 

channels, sending SMSs and uploading information to the Internet [2]. It is not specifically mentioned that the range of 

means of communication is designed to reach special populations with different communications needs. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1118 of November 

2014. "On the Approval of the Statute on the System of Informing the Public and Management Bodies of the State System for 

the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 28 

ноября 2014 г. № 1118 "Об утверждении Положения о системе оповещения населения, органов управления и сил 

Государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций и гражданской обороны"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21401118&p1=1]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  
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[2] Republican Emergency Management and Response Center. "Alerting and Informing the Public and State Bodies" 

("Оповещение и информирование населения и госорганов"). [https://erc.mchs.gov.by/napravleniya-

deyatelnosti/opoveshchenie-i-informirovanie-naseleniya-i-gosorganov/]. Accessed 17 August 2020. 

 

3.5.1 Risk communication planning 

3.5.1a 

Does the country have in place, either in the national public health emergency response plan or in other legislation, 

regulation, or strategy documents, a section detailing a risk communication plan that is specifically intended for use during a 

public health emergency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

The country has in place a risk communication plan that is intended for use during a public health emergency. The State 

System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations is laid out in Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the 

Republic of Belarus No. 495 of 10 April 2001 “On the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations”. It is a governance system designed to unite the state bodies managing the prevention of and response to 

emergency situations. It specifically includes provisions for epidemics [1]. The risk communication plan for the State System 

for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations is set out in Ministry of Emergency Situations Resolution No. 33 of 

31 July 2020 “On the Information-Management System of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations” [2]. The information management system envisaged under this legislation is designed to facilitate communication 

within the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations and with the public, among other things. 

The plan calls for the relevant organizations to be equipped with the necessary technology to participate in the 

communication plan and details the flow of information between organizations. Furthermore, Council of Ministers Resolution 

No. 1118 of November 2014 “On the Approval of the Statute on the System of Informing the Public and Management Bodies 

of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations” further details the communication plan, 

particularly as regards the process for communicating with the public [3]. 

 

[1] Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus. Resolution No. 495 of 10 April 2001. "On the State System for the 

Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 10 

апреля 2001 г. N 495 "О Государственной Системе Предупреждения И Ликвидации Чрезвычайных Ситуаций"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwit--

vM_8_fAhWsVBUIHY_aDhgQFjAAegQICRAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.adu.by%2Fimages%2F2018%2F01%2Fpost-o-gos-

sisteme-chrezv-situac.docx&usg=AOvVaw0OKTyIEcXQBQH7mrHX93mR]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Emergency Situations Resolution No. 33 of 

31 July 2020. "On the Information-Management System of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ МИНИСТЕРСТВА ПО ЧРЕЗВЫЧАЙНЫМ СИТУАЦИЯМ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 31 июля 

2020 г. No 33 "Об информационно-управляющей системе Государственной системы предупреждения иликвидации 

чрезвычайных ситуаций""). [https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W22035706_1597266000.pdf]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1118 of November 

2014. "On the Approval of the Statute on the System of Informing the Public and Management Bodies of the State System for 

the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 28 

ноября 2014 г. № 1118 "Об утверждении Положения о системе оповещения населения, органов управления и сил 

Государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций и гражданской обороны"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21401118&p1=1]. Accessed 17 August 2020. 
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3.5.1c 

Does the risk communication plan (or other legislation, regulation or strategy document used to guide national public health 

response) designate a specific position within the government to serve as the primary spokesperson to the public during a 

public health emergency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

The risk communication plan does not designate a specific position within the government to serve as the primary 

spokesperson to the public during a public health emergency. The risk communication plan for the State System for the 

Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations as set out under Ministry of Emergency Situations Resolution No. 33 of 

31 July 2020 “On the Information-Management System of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations” and Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1118 of November 2014 “On the Approval of the Statute on the System 

of Informing the Public and Management Bodies of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations” make no reference to the designation of a specific position within the government to serve as the primary 

spokesperson to the public during a public health emergency [1, 2]. No information about such a position has been identified 

on the websites of the Ministry of Health or the Ministry of Emergency Situations [3, 4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Emergency Situations Resolution No. 33 of 

31 July 2020. "On the Information-Management System of the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations" ("Постановление Министерства По Чрезвычайным Ситуациям Республики Беларусь 31 июля 2020 г. No 33 

"Об информационно-управляющей системе Государственной системы предупреждения иликвидации чрезвычайных 

ситуаций""). [https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W22035706_1597266000.pdf]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers Resolution No. 1118 of November 

2014. "On the Approval of the Statute on the System of Informing the Public and Management Bodies of the State System for 

the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 28 

ноября 2014 г. № 1118 "Об утверждении Положения о системе оповещения населения, органов управления и сил 

Государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций и гражданской обороны"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21401118&p1=1]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

 

3.5.2 Public communication 

3.5.2a 

In the past year, is there evidence that the public health system has actively shared messages via online media platforms (e.g. 

social media, website) to inform the public about ongoing public health concerns and/or dispel rumors, misinformation or 

disinformation? 

Public health system regularly shares information on health concerns = 2, Public health system shares information only 

during active emergencies, but does not regularly utilize online media platforms = 1, Public health system does not regularly 

utilize online media platforms, either during emergencies or otherwise = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

The government uses media platforms to inform the public about public health emergencies. A 2018 report in state media 

indicates that the Ministry of Emergency Situations has used Twitter for more than nine years to provide rapid updates on 

incidents and answer questions from the public [1]. Furthermore, the same report indicates that the ministry has Viber and 

Telegram channels. The Twitter profile has 82.4k followers as of August 2020 [2]. The Viber community has 110,440 
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members as of August 2020 [3]. The Telegram channel has 4,178 subscribers as of August 2020 [4]. The Ministry of 

Emergency Situations posts updates on its website about emergencies after they have been resolved [5]. There is no 

evidence to suggest that the Republican Emergency Management and Response Center uses their websites to post updates 

on public health emergencies [5, 6]. The Ministry of Emergency Situations uploaded a video by Ministry of Emergency 

Situations students about personal actions to prevent the spread of coronavirus, but has otherwise not actively posted about 

the epidemic [7]. The Ministry of Health has an information page about Covid-19 in Belarus which includes a link to a 

presentation entitled ‘Dispelling Myths about COVID-2019’ which contains information from the World Health organization 

[8, 9]. It also regularly posts Coronavirus updates on its Telegram channel created on 2 March 2020 [10]. 

 

[1] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 2 October 2018. "Emergency Services Experts Name Twitter Best Means of 

Communications About Emergency Situations" ("Эксперты чрезвычайных служб признали Twitter лучшим средством для 

информирования о ЧС"). [https://www.belta.by/tech/view/eksperty-chrezvychajnyh-sluzhb-priznali-twitter-luchshim-

sredstvom-dlja-informirovanija-o-chs-320022-2018/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "112.by Twitter page" (112.by МЧС Беларуси). [https://twitter.com/112by]. 

Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "Rakuten Viber page" ("МЧС Беларуси"). 

[https://invite.viber.com/?g2=AQBUf428LfexK0eQqKjVDmR9CJGGuWeznAqSHKiJLdGOlZsi7h087%2BLiiAWgcvRw&lang=en]. 

Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "Telegram page" ("МЧС Беларуси"). 

[http://t.me/mchs112by?fbclid=IwAR3rW3dPFk3FRHv5zQT5RCYv3E4mhApzpLg6ZI-VAg2ygNDdIQpQyfenloM]. Accessed 17 

August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "Main News" (Главные новости). [https://mchs.gov.by/glavnoe/]. Accessed 

17 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Emergency Management and Response Center (Республиканский центр управления и реагирования на 

ЧС). [https://erc.mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. 14 April 2020. "Ministry of Emergency Situations Students Produce STOP 

Coronavirus Video about Each Person's Personal Responsibility" ("Курсанты МЧС сняли видео "СТОП Коронавирус" о 

личной ответственности каждого"). [https://mchs.gov.by/glavnoe/305773/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Covid-19 Situation in Belarus" ("Ситуация с Covid-19 в Беларуси"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-belorusskikh-grazhdan/Covid-19/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[9] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Dispelling Myths about COVID-2019" ("Разрушаем мифы о COVID-2019"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/letter/%D0%A0%D0%B0%D0%B7%D1%80%D1%83%D1%88%D0%B0%D0%B5%D0

%BC%20%D0%BC%D0%B8%D1%84%D1%8B%20%D0%BE%20COVID-2019.pdf]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[10] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Telegram page" ("Официальный Минздрав"). [https://t.me/s/minzdravbelarus]. 

Accessed 17 August 2020. 

 

3.5.2b 

Is there evidence that senior leaders (president or ministers) have shared misinformation or disinformation on infectious 

diseases in the past two years? 

No = 1, Yes = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is evidence that the president has shared misinformation or disinformation on infectious diseases in the past two 

years. Alexander Lukashenko, the country's president, has made the following claims in public media, which constitute or 

likely constitute misinformation: that 97% of the population experience no symptoms from coronavirus; that there is a 

psychosis surrounding the virus; that not one person had died from the virus in Belarus, and the deaths alleged to have 
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resulted from the disease actually died of existing chronic diseases; that nobody in Belarus would die from the virus; that a 

combination of medicines to save people had already been identified; that having regular meals can prevent the virus; that 

40-50 ml of vodka should be consumed each day to poison the virus; that going to the sauna two or three times a week can 

prevent the virus; that simply working will protect against the virus, as the tractor and field heals everyone. [1, 2, 3] 

 

[1] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 20 July 2020. "'Today You Are Meeting with a Person Who Managed to Weather 

Coronavirus on His Feet' - Lukashenko on Yesterday's Medical Results" (""Вы сегодня встречаетесь с человеком, который 

на ногах умудрился перенести коронавирус" - Лукашенко о вчерашнем заключении врачей"). 

[https://www.belta.by/president/view/vy-segodnja-vstrechaetes-s-chelovekom-kotoryj-na-nogah-umudrilsja-perenesti-

koronavirus-lukashenko-o-400371-2020/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 13 April 2020 "Lukashenko Calls on People in Hospital Not to Give Up Hope Even 

With a Positive Coronavirus Test Result" ("Лукашенко призывает людей в больницах не опускать руки, даже при 

положительном тесте на коронавирус"). [https://www.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-prizyvaet-ljudej-v-bolnitsah-ne-

opuskat-ruki-dazhe-pri-polozhitelnom-teste-na-koronavirus-387017-2020/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[3] STV. 16 March 2020. "Alexander Lukashenko: I am Not a Drinking Man but Recently I Have Been Joking that Vodka Should 

be Used for More Than Hand Washing" ("Александр Лукашенко: Я человек непьющий, но в последнее время в шутку 

говорю, что водкой надо не только руки мыть"). [http://www.ctv.by/aleksandr-lukashenko-ya-chelovek-nepyushchiy-no-v-

poslednee-vremya-v-shutku-govoryu-chto-vodkoy-nado]. Accessed 17 August 2020. 

 

3.6 ACCESS TO COMMUNICATIONS INFRASTRUCTURE 

3.6.1 Internet users 

3.6.1a 

Percentage of households with Internet 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 82.79 

 

2019 

 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

 

3.6.2 Mobile subscribers 

3.6.2a 

Mobile-cellular telephone subscriptions per 100 inhabitants 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 122.92 

 

2019 

 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 
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3.6.3 Female access to a mobile phone 

3.6.3a 

Percentage point gap between males and females whose home has access to a mobile phone 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 2.0 

 

2019 

 

Gallup; Economist Impact calculation 

 

3.6.4 Female access to the Internet 

3.6.4a 

Percentage point gap between males and females whose home has access to the Internet 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 5.0 

 

2019 

 

Gallup; Economist Impact calculation 

 

3.7 TRADE AND TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS 

3.7.1 Trade restrictions 

3.7.1a 

In the past year, has the country issued a restriction, without international/bilateral support, on the export/import of medical 

goods (e.g. medicines, oxygen, medical supplies, PPE) due to an infectious disease outbreak? 

Yes = 0 , No = 1 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

In the past year, Belarus has issued a restriction, without international or bilateral support, on the export of medical goods 

due to an infectious disease outbreak. On 17 March 2020 Belarus introduced a ban on the export of certain types of mask, 

protective goggles, mask filters, disposable protective overalls and chemical suits, foot coverings, bandages, gauze and 

wadding, surgical gloves, surgical scrubs, other medical protective clothing and other breathing equipment and gas masks, 

effective until 1 July 2020 [1]. On 21 April 2020 the resolution was amended to include ventilators and equipment for oxygen 

therapy [2]. In restricting the export of these goods, Belarus relied on the derogation available under article 29 of the 

Agreement on the Eurasian Economic Union (EUU) of 29 May 2014 and the right to unilateral imposition of non-tariff 

restrictions under article 47 [3]. No international or bilateral support for these measures has been identified. As a member 

state of the EEU, Belarus is also subject to EEU export restrictions on medical and protective equipment such as disinfectants, 

masks, protective eyewear and various textiles with medical applications, which were introduced on 28 April 2020 and last 

until 30 September 2020 [4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 149 of 17 March 2020. "On the Introduction of a Temporary Ban on the Export of Certain Types of Goods from 
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the Republic of Belarus" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 17 марта 2020 г. No 149 О введении 

временного запрета на вывоз отдельных видов товаров из Республики Беларусь"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22000149&p1=1]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 243 of 21 April 2020. "On the Amendment of Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus 

No. 149 of 17 March 2020" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 21 апреля 2020 г. No 243 Об 

изменении постановления Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 17 марта 2020 г. No 149"). 

[https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22000243&p1=1]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "Agreement on the Eurasian Economic Union of 29 

May 2014" ("Договор о Евразийском экономическом союзе"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=f01400176]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] International Trade Center. Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission No. 41 of 24 March 2020. "On 

the Amendment of Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission No. 30 of 21 April 2015 "On Non-Tariff 

Regulatory Measures"" ("Решение Коллегии Евразийской экономической комиссии от 24 марта 2020 г. N 41"О внесении 

изменений в Решение Коллегии Евразийской экономической комиссии от 21 апреля 2015 г. N 30 "О мерах 

нетарифного регулирования""). [https://macmap.org/OfflineDocument/Covid19/COVID_EAEU_6.pdf]. Accessed 18 August 

2020. 

 

3.7.1b 

In the past year, has the country issued a restriction, without international/bilateral support, on the export/import of non-

medical goods (e.g. food, textiles, etc) due to an infectious disease outbreak? 

Yes = 0 , No = 1 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

In the past year Belarus has issued a restriction, without international or bilateral support, on the export of non-medical 

goods due to an infectious disease outbreak. On 31 March 2020 Belarus introduced a ban on the export of buckwheat, 

buckwheat groats, onions, pearl onions and garlic from 3 April 2020 to 3 July 2020 [1]. In restricting the export of these 

goods, Belarus relied on the derogation available under article 29 of the Agreement on the Eurasian Economic Union of 29 

May 2014 and the right to unilateral imposition of non-tariff restrictions under article 47 [3]. No international or bilateral 

support for these measures has been identified. As a member state of the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU), Belarus was also 

subject to EEU export restrictions on a number of food goods, namely onion, garlic, turnip, rye, rice, buckwheat, proso millet, 

cereals and course flour, hulled buckwheat, soybeans whole or broken, sunflower seeds whole or broken, prepared food 

made from buckwheat, which were introduced on 31 March 2020 and lasted from 10 April 2020 until 30 June 2020 [4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 185 of 31 March 2020. "On the Introduction of a Temporary Ban on the Export of Certain Types of Goods"" 

("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 31 марта 2020 г. No 185 О введении временного запрета на 

вывоз отдельных видов товаров"). [https://pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C22000185&p1=1]. Accessed 18 August 

2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "Agreement on the Eurasian Economic Union of 29 

May 2014" ("Договор о Евразийском экономическом союзе"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=f01400176]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] International Trade Center. "Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission No. 43 of 31 March 2020 "On 

the Amendment of Decision of the Board of the Eurasian Economic Commission No. 30 of 21 April 2015 "On Non-Tariff 

Regulatory Measures""" ("Решение Коллегии Евразийской экономической комиссии от 31 марта 2020 г. N 43"О 

внесении изменений в Решение Коллегии Евразийской экономической комиссии от 21 апреля 2015 г. N 30 "О мерах 
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нетарифного регулирования""). [https://macmap.org/OfflineDocument/Covid19/COVID_EAEU_4.pdf]. Accessed 18 August 

2020. 

 

3.7.2 Travel restrictions 

3.7.2a 

In the past year, has the country implemented a ban, without international/bilateral support, on travelers arriving from a 

specific country or countries due to an infectious disease outbreak? 

Yes = 0 , No = 1 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

In the past year Belarus has not implemented a ban on travelers arriving from a specific country or countries due to an 

infectious disease outbreak. All of Belarus's neighboring states (Russia, Poland, Ukraine, Latvia and Lithuania) closed their 

borders with Belarus [1]. However, no evidence of reciprocal measures has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of 

Health, Ministry of Foreign Affairs or Border Service. [2, 3, 4]. President Lukashenko strongly criticized such measures by 

Russia [5]. In accordance with Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 171 of 25 March 2020 “On 

Measures to Prevent the Introduction and Spread of Covid-19”, individuals arriving from countries in which Covid-19 is active 

(as listed by the Ministry of Health) must self-isolate in domestic conditions for 14 days [6, 7]. 

 

[1] Tut.by. "Russia Closes Border with Belarus Because of Coronavirus" ("Россия закрывает границу с Беларусью из-за 

коронавируса"). [https://news.tut.by/economics/676483.html]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [http://mfa.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] State Border Committee of the Republic of Belarus. [https://gpk.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[5] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 16 March 2020. "Lukashenko responds to Russia's decision to close border with 

Belarus". [https://eng.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-responds-to-russias-decision-to-close-border-with-belarus-

129020-2020/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[6] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 171 of 25 March 2020. "On Measures to Prevent the Introduction and Spread of Covid-19" 

("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ СОВЕТА МИНИСТРОВ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 25 марта 2020 г. No 171 О мерах по предотвращению 

завоза и распространения инфекции, вызванной коронавирусом Covid-19"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/upload/docs/op/C22000171_1585256400.pdf]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "List of Countries in which Covid-19 Infections Have Been Recorded" ("ПЕРЕЧЕНЬстран, в 

которых регистрируются случаи инфекции Covid-19"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-belorusskikh-grazhdan/Covid-19/]. 

Accessed 18 August 2020. 
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Category 4: Sufficient and robust health sector to treat the sick and protect 

health workers 

4.1 HEALTH CAPACITY IN CLINICS, HOSPITALS, AND COMMUNITY 

CARE CENTERS 

4.1.1 Available human resources for the broader healthcare system 

4.1.1a 

Doctors per 100,000 people 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 519.05 

 

2015 

 

WHO; national sources 

 

4.1.1b 

Nurses and midwives per 100,000 people 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 1100.27 

 

2015 

 

WHO; national sources 

 

4.1.1c 

Does the country have a health workforce strategy in place (which has been updated in the past five years) to identify fields 

where there is an insufficient workforce and strategies to address these shortcomings? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of a public workforce strategy to identify fields where there is an insufficient workforce or 

strategies to address these shortcomings.  

 

In 2004, the National Committee for Sustainable Development of the Republic of Belarus published the National Strategy for 

Sustainable Socio-Economic Development in the Republic of Belarus for the period until 2020 [1]. The strategy addresses 

general demographic problems and strategic solutions, mainly focusing on population shrinkage, but does not address 

sectoral workforce needs. [1]  

 

The Ministry of Labor and Social Protection publishes data on supply and demand by profession. [2] The data as at 1 January 

2020 show a large unmet demand for doctors (2,672 vacancies), nurses (2,548 vacancies) and medical or laboratory 
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assistants (404) [2]. However, no strategy to address shortages has been identified. A news article from February 2018 

reports that the apparent deficit posted by the Ministry of Labor is actually due to the system of accounting for vacancies, 

which does not take into consideration the fact that many hospitals keep vacancies posted on a permanent basis to attract 

interest, and the fact that many professionals work part-time at a number of different hospitals [3]. The article reports that 

the Ministry of Health does not consider there to be a shortage of medical workers and actually predicts a surplus of medics, 

which is leading the ministry to cut the number of university places for medical students. [3] However, opposition movement 

Charter 97 noted a high rate of emigration among medical professionals in 2019 and a resulting increase in the deficit of 

medical workers [4].  

 

No information about a public workforce strategy has been identified on the website of the Ministry of Health [5]. In October 

2019, President Lukashenko was asked by journalists whether the government fears the widescale flow of medical specialists 

out of the country and what steps would be taken to prevent it, to which he responded that it concerns the government, but 

not overly, as the minister of health says the problem would be resolved in two years and that Belarus would take measures 

to support specialists, in particularly by creating the necessary standards of living and working and raising salaries [6]. The 

health minister, Vladimir Karanik, announced in June 2019 that medical salaries would be doubled by 2025 [7]. In December 

2019, the president denied that there was a problem with medical workers emigrating [8]. 

 

[1] United Nations in Belarus. "National Strategy for Sustainable Socio-Economic Development in the Republic of Belarus for 

the period until 2020" ("Национальная стратегия устойчивого развития (НСУР) на период до 2020 года"). 

[http://un.by/biblioteka/tematicheskie-izdaniya/101-natsionalnaya-strategiya-ustojchivogo-razvitiya-respubliki-belarus/2835-

natsyyanalnaya-strategiya-stojlivaga-razvitstsya-nsur-na-peryyad-da-2020-goda]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Labour and Social Protection of the Republic of Belarus. "Supply and demand by profession on the labor 

market of the Republic of Belarus as at 1 June 2018" ("Спрос И Предложение По Профессиям, Востребованным На Рынке 

Труда Республики Беларусь На 01.06.2018"). [http://www.mintrud.gov.by/ru/rynok]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[3] Naviny.by. 6 February 2018. "Personnel Paradox: Two Thousand Vacancies for Doctors, but No Deficit in Medics" 

("Кадровый парадокс: две тысячи вакансий врачей, но дефицита медиков нет"). 

[https://naviny.by/article/20180206/1517892556-kadrovyy-paradoks-dve-tysyachi-vakansiy-vrachey-no-deficita-medikov-

net]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[4] Charter 97. 13 April 2020. "Coronavirus in Belarus: Deficit in Doctors and Hospitals" ("Коронавирус в Беларуси: дефицит 

врачей и больниц"). [https://charter97.org/ru/news/2020/4/13/372830/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[6] tut.by. 30 October 2019. "Lukashenko Not Particularly Concerned that Belarusian Doctors Migrate to Other Countries" 

("Лукашенко не особо озадачен тем, что белорусские врачи будут мигрировать в другие страны"). 

[https://finance.tut.by/news659351.html]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[7] The Village. 13 June 2019. "Doctors' Salaries to Double in Belarus" ("В Беларуси планируют поднять зарплату врачам в 

два раза"). [https://www.the-village.me/village/city/news-city/276711-mediki]. Accessed 17 August 2020.  

[8] tut.by. 13 December 2019. "We Spoiled the People a Little – On Emigrating Medics" ("«Мы немножко народ 

разбаловали». Президент — про уезжающих за границу медиков"). [https://finance.tut.by/news665068.html]. Accessed 

17 August 2020. 

 

4.1.2 Facilities capacity 

4.1.2a 

Hospital beds per 100,000 people 

Input number 
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  Current Year Score: 1083 

 

2014 

 

WHO/World Bank; national sources 

 

4.1.2b 

Does the country have the capacity to isolate patients with highly communicable diseases in a biocontainment patient care 

unit and/or patient isolation room/unit located within the country? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus has the capacity to isolate patients with highly communicable diseases in a patient isolation facilities located within 

the country. For example, the City Clinical Infectious Disease Hospital has 216 beds in infectious wards, including an isolation 

unit [1]. No detailed information about the equipment employed in the unit is presented on the website. According to a 

media report from 2014, the City Clinical Infectious Disease Hospital is designated as the treatment hospital should anybody 

in Belarus contract Ebola [2]. This article describes a drill response to an Ebola outbreak, indicating that the patient is 

transported in a hermetically sealed polyethylene containment stretcher with built-in gloves and air valves and the medical 

staff wear personal protective equipment, including biological protection suits. There is a special entrance to the 

containment unit for contaminated individuals with locked doors and a window for giving food and medicines while limiting 

exposure to the patient. An interview with Svyatoslav Velgin, Deputy Chief Doctor for Medicine of 6 April 2020, published by 

the Information and Analytical Portal of the Union State, shows that the City Clinical Infectious Disease Hospital has been 

engaged in the treatment of patients during the coronavirus epidemic [3]. 

 

[1] City Clinical Infectious Disease Hospital. "Hospital Structure" ("Структура больницы"). [http://gkib.by/o-klinike/struktura-

bolnitsy]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] Doktora.by. "Minsk City Clinical Infectious Disease Hospital to become hospital for Ebola victims if virus reaches Belarus" 

("Минская городская инфекционная больница станет госпиталем для больных Эболой, если лихорадка попадет на 

территорию Беларуси"). [https://doktora.by/novosti-mediciny/minskaya-gorodskaya-infekcionnaya-bolnica-stanet-

gospitalem-dlya-bolnyh-eboloy-esli]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Information and Analytical Portal of the Union State. 6 April 2020. "Patients with COVI-19 in Belarus are Treated in 

Accordance with the Recommendations of Overseas Colleagues" ("Пациентов с СOVID-19 в Беларуси лечат в соответствии 

с рекомендациями зарубежных коллег"). [https://soyuz.by/articles/pacientov-s-sovid-19-v-belarusi-lechat-v-sootvetstvii-s-

rekomendaciyami-zarubezhnyh-kolleg?locale=ru]. Accessed 18 August 2020. 

 

4.1.2c 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Is there evidence that the country has demonstrated capacity to expand isolation capacity in response to an infectious 

disease outbreak in the past two years? 

- Is there evidence that the country has developed, updated or tested a plan to expand isolation capacity in response to an 

infectious disease outbreak in the past two years?  

Yes = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 



 

 
87 

There is some evidence that Belarus has demonstrated capacity to expand isolation capacity in response to an infectious 

disease outbreak in the past two years.  

 

A press report by The Village dated 17 March 2020 titled "Hospital No. 6 in Minsk Converted into Quarantine for Suspected 

Coronavirus Cases" indicates that, during the Covid-19 pandemic, one of the buildings of Hospital No. 6 in Minsk was 

reprofiled for Covid-19 isolation [1]. A press report by BELTA dated 25 October 2020 titled "Number of Belarusian Hospitals 

Reprofiled for Covid-19 Patients" indicates that many hospitals have been reprofiled for use during the Covid-19 outbreak, 

for example, 1,762 beds were made available for Covid-19 patients in hospitals in Minsk Region [2]. 

 

[1] The Village. 17 March 2020. "Hospital No. 6 in Minsk Converted into Quarantine for Suspected Coronavirus Cases" ("6–ю 

больницу в Минске переделают в карантин для тех, у кого подозревают коронавирус"). Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[2] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 25 October 2020. "Number of Belarusian Hospitals Reprofiled for Covid-19 Patients" 

("Часть белорусских больниц перепрофилирована для приема пациентов с Covid-19"). Accessed 29 March 2021. 

 

4.2 SUPPLY CHAIN FOR HEALTH SYSTEM AND HEALTHCARE 

WORKERS 

4.2.1 Routine health care and laboratory system supply 

4.2.1a 

Is there a national procurement protocol in place which can be utilized by the Ministries of Health and Agriculture for the 

acquisition of laboratory supplies (e.g. equipment, reagents and media) and medical supplies (e.g. equipment, PPE) for 

routine needs? 

Yes for both laboratory and medical supply needs = 2, Yes, but only for one = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

There is a national procurement protocol in place, which can be utilized by the Ministries of Health and Agriculture for the 

acquisition of laboratory needs and medical supplies for routine needs.  

 

Law No. 419-Z of 13 July 2019 “On State Procurements of Goods (Work, Services)” sets out the regulations for state 

procurement [1]. Under article 18 of this law, each procurer must approve and publish an annual state procurement plan, 

and each procurement is uploaded to one of a number of official electronic trade platforms, for example 

http://goszakupki.by and http://zakupki.butb.by, as stipulated by Council of Ministers Resolution No. 395 of 15 June 2019 [1,  

2].  

 

The Ministry of Health and its subsidiary bodies, as well as the Ministry of Agriculture and its subsidiary bodies, can use this 

system for the procurement of laboratory items. For example, the Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology 

and Microbiology’s procurement plan for 29 July 2020 can be accessed on the National Center for Marketing Electronic 

Trading Platform [3]. An example of routine procurement of medical supplies is the procurement of x-ray cassettes, 

electrocardiogram paper, disposable equipment for enemas and biopsy forceps by Borisov Hospital No. 2 on 30 March 2020 

[4]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 419-Z of 13 July 

2019. "On State Procurements of Goods (Work, Services)" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 13 июля 2012 г. № 419-З «О 

государственных закупках товаров (работ, услуг)») [http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=3871&p0=H11200419]. 

Accessed 18 August 2020.  
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[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 395 of 15 June 2019. "On the Implementation of Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 419-Z of 13 July 2019 "On 

State Procurements of Goods (Work, Services)"" ("Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь15 июня 2019 

г. No 395 О реализации Закона Республики Беларусь «Овнесении изменений и дополнений в Закон Республики 

Беларусь «О государственных закупках товаров (работ, услуг)»"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21900395&p1=1]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] National Center of Marketing Electronic Trade Platform. "Procurement Plan No. 2020-100558032" ("План закупок № 

2020-100558032"). [https://goszakupki.by/purchases/15462]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] National Center of Marketing Electronic Trade Platform. "View Electronic Auction auc0000067122" ("Просмотр 

электронного аукциона auc0000067122"). [https://goszakupki.by/auction/view/67122]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

 

4.2.2 Stockpiling for emergencies 

4.2.2a 

Does the country have a stockpile of medical supplies (e.g. MCMs, medicines, vaccines, medical equipment, PPE) for national 

use during a public health emergency? 

Yes = 2, Yes, but there is limited evidence about what the stockpile contains = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Belarus has a stockpile of medical supplies for national use during a public health emergency, but there is little information 

available on what the stockpile contains.  

 

Ministry of Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993 “On the Establishment in the Republic of an Emergency Medical Service for 

Public Health Emergencies” calls on the Ministry of Health to prepare a proposal on establishing emergency supplies of 

medicines and medical supplies in designated centers, as well as linking the centers with communications and transport [1]. 

According to Ministry of Health Resolution No. 138 of 23 December 2009 "On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the 

Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health 

of the Republic of Belarus", medical formations under the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and 

Elimination of Emergency Situations are responsible for establishing, maintaining and replacing stockpiles of medical 

equipment and supplies necessary for responding to emergencies [2].  

 

According to a 2015 Ministry of Health textbook for students of the clinical and pediatric faculties at the Grodno State 

Medical University military department, emergency medical centers are located in regional centers at regional hospitals, and 

each center holds stockpiles of medical supplies for 500 patients for centers in regional institutions and 1,000 patients for 

national-level centers. [3] A 2007 textbook from the same university indicates that the emergency medical centers are also 

supplied by medical facilities, which specifically stockpile medicines and medical equipment to treat 100 patients for two 

days in case of a public health emergency [4].  

 

According to Lyudmila Reutskaya, former head of the Pharmaceutical Inspectorate and organization of Medicine Provision of 

the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus, quoted in a 2017 Ministry of Health press release, a stockpile of medicines 

is created every year for the autumn-winter period for the treatment of acute respiratory illnesses and influenza [5]. No 

further information has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Emergency 

Situations, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican Scientific and Practical Center for 

Microbiology and Epidemiology [6, 7, 8, 9, 10]. 
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[1] Valeriy Stanislavovich Levonevsky. Ministry of Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993. "On the Establishment in the 

Republic of an Emergency Medical Service for Public Health Emergencies" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 31.05.1993 N 102 ""О создании в республике службы экстренной медицинской помощи в 

чрезвычайных ситуациях""). [http://pravo.levonevsky.org/bazaby11/republic62/text041.htm]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 138 of 23 December 

2009. "On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and 

Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus" ("Постановление Совета 

Министров Республики Беларусь 23 декабря 2009 г. № 138 О некоторых вопросах деятельности отраслевой 

подсистемы государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip1-

OQvNbvAhWO8LsIHQwfDloQFjAAegQIAhAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fminzdrav.gov.by%2Fupload%2Flcfiles%2F000127_659296

_N138_2009.doc&usg=AOvVaw3bBOX1Dxk5pfwQWJz96SjL]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[3] Grodno State Medical University. 2015. "Medicine for Public Health Emergencies" ("Медицина Экстремальных 

Ситуаций"). [http://www.grsmu.by/files/file/university/cafedry/voennaya/files/posobia/posobie_1.pdf]. Accessed 18 August 

2020.  

[4] Grodno State Medical University. 2007. "The Organizational Sub-system of the State Emergency Prevention and 

Resolution System of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus. Public Emergency Medical Service" ("Отраслевая 

Подсистема Государственной Системы Предупреждения И Ликвидации Чрезвычайных Ситуаций Министерства 

Здравоохранения Республики Беларусь (Оп Гсчс Мз Рб). Служба Медицины Катастроф"). 

[https://studfiles.net/preview/6886986/page:2/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Press Tour: Current State of the Pharmaceuticals Market in Belarus" ("Пресс-тур 

"Современное состояние лекарственного рынка Беларуси""). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/press-tur-

sovremennoe-sostoyanie-lekarstvennogo-rynka-belarusi/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Defense. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[9] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[10] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 29 

March 2021. 

 

4.2.2b 

Does the country have a stockpile of laboratory supplies (e.g. reagents, media) for national use during a public health 

emergency? 

Yes = 2, Yes, but there is limited evidence about what the stockpile contains = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no publicly available evidence that Belarus has a stockpile of laboratory supplies for national use during a public 

health emergency. No mention of any such stockpile is made on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, 

Ministry of Emergency Situations, Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response or Center for Examinations 

and Tests in Health Service [1,2, 3, 4, 5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Defense. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  
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[5] Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service. [https://www.rceth.by/]. Accessed 24 September 2020.  

 

4.2.2c 

Is there evidence that the country conducts or requires an annual review of the national stockpile to ensure the supply is 

sufficient for a public health emergency? 

Yes = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence to suggest that Belarus conducts or requires an annual review of the national stockpile to ensure the 

supply is sufficient for a public health emergency.  

 

According to Ministry of Health Resolution No. 138 of 23 December 2009 “On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the 

Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health 

of the Republic of Belarus”, medical formations under the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency 

Situations responsible for establishing and maintaining stockpiles of medicines necessary for the work of the medical 

formations during normal conditions should check stockpiles for readiness during times of heightened preparedness, i.e. 

when the threat level is heightened. [1] However, no mention is made of an annual review [1]. There is also no mention 

made of an annual review of the national stockpile in Ministry of Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993 “On the 

Establishment in the Republic of an Emergency Medical Service for Public Health Emergencies” [2].  

 

According to Lyudmila Reutskaya, former head of the Pharmaceutical Inspectorate and Organization of Medicine Provision of 

the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus, quoted in a 2017 Ministry of Health press release, a stockpile of medicines 

is created every year for the autumn-winter period for the treatment of acute respiratory illnesses and influenza. [3] 

However, the press release makes no mention of an annual review of other stockpiles [3]. No further information was 

identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Republican 

Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and 

Epidemiology [4, 5, 6, 7, 8]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 138 of 23 December 

2009."On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and 

Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus" ("Постановление Совета 

Министров Республики Беларусь 23 декабря 2009 г. № 138 О некоторых вопросах деятельности отраслевой 

подсистемы государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций Министерства 

здравоохранения Республики Беларусь"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwip1-

OQvNbvAhWO8LsIHQwfDloQFjAAegQIAhAD&url=http%3A%2F%2Fminzdrav.gov.by%2Fupload%2Flcfiles%2F000127_659296

_N138_2009.doc&usg=AOvVaw3bBOX1Dxk5pfwQWJz96SjL]. Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[2] Valeriy Stanislavovich Levonevsky. Ministry of Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993. "On the Establishment in the 

Republic of an Emergency Medical Service for Public Health Emergencies" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 31.05.1993 N 102 "О создании в республике службы экстренной медицинской помощи в 

чрезвычайных ситуациях"). [http://pravo.levonevsky.org/bazaby11/republic62/text041.htm]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Press Tour: Current State of the Pharmaceuticals Market in Belarus" ("Пресс-тур: 

Современное состояние лекарственного рынка Беларуси"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/press-tur-sovremennoe-

sostoyanie-lekarstvennogo-rynka-belarusi/]. Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Defense. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  
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[6] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [http://www.rcheph.by/]. Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[8] Republican Scientific and Practical Center for Microbiology and Epidemiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 29 

March 2021. 

 

4.2.3 Manufacturing and procurement for emergencies 

4.2.3a 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Is there evidence of a plan/agreement to leverage domestic manufacturing capacity to produce medical supplies (e.g. 

MCMs, medicines, vaccines, equipment, PPE) for national use during a public health emergency? 

- Is there evidence of a plan/mechanism to procure medical supplies (e.g. MCMs, medicines, vaccines, equipment, PPE) for 

national use during a public health emergency? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure., Yes for both = 1, Yes for one = 1, No for both = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of a plan or agreement to leverage domestic manufacturing capacity to produce medical supplies for 

national use during a public health emergency, nor is there evidence of a plan/mechanism to procure medical supplies for 

national use during a public health emergency.  

 

During the Covid-19 pandemic, domestic manufacturers have been producing diagnostic tests, but there is no evidence that 

this is done on the basis of a plan or agreement [1]. A news article from 9 April 2020 states that the Ministry of Health 

refused to comment on cooperation with private companies until they had achieved figures that they had promised to 

achieve [2]. No subsequent statements have been identified. There are many examples of domestic manufacturing capacity 

being repurposed to produce medical supplies: in particular, more than 50 major companies have reportedly begun 

producing masks and medical gowns, while a number of alcoholic beverage factories have started producing disinfectant [3]. 

Media reports indicate that this resulted from instructions handed down by the president [4, 5]. However, no information 

has been identified to confirm that such efforts are based on a formal plan or agreement on the websites of the Ministry of 

Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Republican Center for the organization of Medical Response or Ministry of Industry 

[6, 7, 8, 9, 10].  

 

The Republican Center for the organization of Medical Response has been involved in the procurement of medical supplies, 

for example, 100,000 Covid-19 express tests were acquired from China [11]. According to the Ministry of Health, as of 17 

April 2020, BYN5.34m (US$2m) and EUR79,011 (US$93,000) have been received in charitable donations, which has been 

used in the procurement of masks and other protective equipment [12]. The ordinary mechanisms for state procurement are 

available for use during public health emergencies and are used as such, but this is limited to the institutional level rather 

than the national level. [13, 14]. On 31 March 2020, the Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade simplified the 

procurement procedure in response to the Covid-19 epidemic allowing for procurement from a single source in emergency 

circumstances [15]. No information about a plan or mechanism to procure medical supplies during a public health emergency 

has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Republican Center for the 

organization of Medical Response, Ministry of Industry or Ministry of Defense [6, 7, 8, 9]. 

 

[1] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 7 April 2020. "Vitebsk Company Launches Covid-19 Test Production" ("Витебская 

компания запустила производство тестов на Covid-19"). [https://www.belta.by/regions/view/vitebskaja-kompanija-

zapustila-proizvodstvo-testov-na-covid-19-386320-2020/]. Accessed 26 August 2020.  

[2] Naviny.by. 9 April 2020. "Ready to Meet the Country's Demands' Who is Making Tests for Coronavirus in Belarus" 
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("«Готовы закрыть потребности страны». Кто в Беларуси делает тесты на коронавирус"). 

[https://naviny.by/article/20200409/1586424410-gotovy-zakryt-potrebnosti-strany-kto-v-belarusi-delaet-testy-na]. Accessed 

26 August 2020.  

[3] 1PROF.BY. "Tailors, Teachers and Soldiers: Who is Producing Protective Equipment during the Pandemic?" ("И швеи, и 

учителя, и военные: кто выпускает средства защиты в ситуации пандемии?"). [https://1prof.by/news/spravimsya-

vmeste/i-shvei-i-uchitelya-i-voennye-kto-vypuskaet-sredstva-zashhity-v-situacii-pandemii/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[4] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 11 May 2020. "Bellegprom: PPE supplies in Belarus meet demand". 

[https://eng.belta.by/society/view/bellegprom-ppe-supplies-in-belarus-meet-demand-130328-2020/]. Accessed 19 August 

2020.  

[5] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 19 March 2020. "Lukashenko Orders Production of Respirators in the Country be 

Sorted Out" ("Лукашенко поручил наладить в стране производство респираторов"). 

[https://www.belta.by/president/view/lukashenko-poruchil-naladit-v-strane-proizvodstvo-respiratorov-383903-2020/]. 

Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[8] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[9] Ministry of Industry. [https://minprom.gov.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[10] Ministry of Defense. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 29 March 2021.  

[11] The Village. "Coronavirus Express-Tests Arrive in Belarus" ("В Беларусь приехали экспресс-тесты на коронавирус"). 

[https://www.the-village.me/village/city/news-city/281983-express-tests-came]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[12] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Regarding Charitable Funds" ("О благотворительных счетах"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/o-blagotvoritelnykh-schetakh/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[13] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 395 of 15 June 2019. "On the Implementation of Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 419-Z of 13 July 2019 "On 

State Procurements of Goods (Work, Services)"" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕСОВЕТА МИНИСТРОВ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ15 

июня 2019 г. No 395О реализации Закона Республики Беларусь «Овнесении изменений и дополнений в Закон 

Республики Беларусь «О государственных закупках товаров (работ, услуг)»"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21900395&p1=1]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[14] National Center of Marketing Electronic Trade Platform. "View Request for Information auc0000114174" ("Просмотр 

запроса о предоставлении сведений auc0000114174"). [https://goszakupki.by/marketing/view/114174]. Accessed 19 

August 2020.  

[15] Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade. "Explanatory Letter of the Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade of the 

Republic of Belarus No. 14-01-06/1106 K of 31 March 2020 "On Various State Procurement Issues"" ("Разъяснение 

Министерства антимонопольного регулирования и торговли о некоторых вопросах государственных закупок - письмо 

МАРТ от 31.03.2020 № 14-01-06/1106 К О некоторых вопросахгосударственных закупок"). 

[https://mart.gov.by/files/live/sites/mart/files/documents/%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B3%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%80%D0

%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%20%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B8/

%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B7%D1%8A%D1%8F%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5_%D0%BF%D0%BE_%D0%

B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BF%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC_31032020.pdf]. Accessed 19 

August 2020. 

 

4.2.3b 

Does the country meet one of the following criteria? 

- Is there evidence of a plan/agreement to leverage domestic manufacturing capacity to produce laboratory supplies (e.g. 

reagents, media) for national use during a public health emergency? 
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- Is there evidence of a plan/mechanism to procure laboratory supplies (e.g. reagents, media) for national use during a public 

health emergency? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure., Yes for both = 1, Yes for one = 1, No for both = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of a plan or agreement to leverage domestic manufacturing capacity to produce laboratory supplies for 

national use during a public health emergency, nor of a plan or mechanism to procure laboratory supplies for national use 

during a public health emergency. Belarusian laboratory equipment company Algimed has created a special Covid-19 page to 

advertise its laboratory media and reagents, but it does not mention any government plan or agreement [1]. There is no 

evidence of such a plan or agreement on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations, Republican 

Center for the Organization of Medical Response, Ministry of Industry, Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and 

Public Health or Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7]. According to 

the Ministry of Health, as of 17 April 2020, BYN5.34m (US$2m) and EUR79,011 (US$93,000) had been received in charitable 

donations, which has been used in the procurement of masks and other protective equipment [8]. The ordinary mechanisms 

for state procurement are available for use during public health emergencies and are used as such, but this is limited to the 

institutional level rather than the national level. [10, 11]. On 31 March 2020, the Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade 

simplified the procurement procedure in response to the Covid-19 epidemic, allowing for procurement from a single source 

in emergency circumstances [12]. No information about a plan or mechanism to procure laboratory supplies during a public 

health emergency has been identified on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations, 

Republican Center for the organization of Medical Response, Ministry of Industry, Republican Center for Hygiene, 

Epidemiology and Public Health or Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology [2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 

7]. 

 

[1] Algimed. "How to Research, Diagnose Covid-19 and Develop Vaccines against SARS-CoV-2" ("Как исследовать, 

диагностировать Covid-19 и разрабатывать вакцины против SARS-CoV-2"). [https://algimed.com/novosti/covid-

19.html#kits]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Industry. [https://minprom.gov.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[6] Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. [https://rcheph.by/en/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. [http://www.belriem.by/]. Accessed 19 

August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Regarding Charitable Funds" ("О благотворительных счетах"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/sobytiya/o-blagotvoritelnykh-schetakh/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[9] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 395 of 15 June 2019 "On the Implementation of Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 419-Z of 13 July 2019 "On 

State Procurements of Goods (Work, Services)" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕСОВЕТА МИНИСТРОВ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ15 июня 

2019 г. No 395О реализации Закона Республики Беларусь «Овнесении изменений и дополнений в Закон Республики 

Беларусь «О государственных закупках товаров (работ, услуг)»"). 

[https://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21900395&p1=1]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[10] National Center of Marketing Electronic Trade Platform. "View Request for Information auc0000150750" ("Просмотр 

запроса о предоставлении сведений auc0000150750"). [https://goszakupki.by/auction/view/150750]. Accessed 19 August 

2020.  

[11] Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade. "Explanatory Letter of the Ministry of Anti-Trust Regulation and Trade of the 

Republic of Belarus No. 14-01-06/1106 K of 31 March 2020 "On Various State Procurement Issues"" ("Разъяснение 

Министерства антимонопольного регулирования и торговли о некоторых вопросах государственных закупок - письмо 
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МАРТ от 31.03.2020 № 14-01-06/1106 К О некоторых вопросахгосударственных закупок"). 

[https://mart.gov.by/files/live/sites/mart/files/documents/%D1%80%D0%B5%D0%B3%D1%83%D0%BB%D0%B8%D1%80%D0

%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5%20%D1%82%D0%BE%D1%80%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%BB%D0%B8/

%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B7%D1%8A%D1%8F%D1%81%D0%BD%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5_%D0%BF%D0%BE_%D0%

B3%D0%BE%D1%81%D0%B7%D0%B0%D0%BA%D1%83%D0%BF%D0%BA%D0%B0%D0%BC_31032020.pdf]. Accessed 19 

August 2020. 

 

4.3 MEDICAL COUNTERMEASURES AND PERSONNEL DEPLOYMENT 

4.3.1 System for dispensing medical countermeasures (MCM) during a public 
health emergency 

4.3.1a 

Does the country have a plan, program, or guidelines in place for dispensing medical countermeasures (MCM) for national 

use during a public health emergency (i.e., antibiotics, vaccines, therapeutics and diagnostics)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence that the country has a national plan in place for dispensing medical countermeasures for national use 

during a public health emergency. No legislative basis for such a plan has been identified in the public domain, including the 

websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Defense and Ministry for Emergency Situations [1, 2, 3].  

 

Academic materials from Grodno State Medical University indicate that emergency medical service medical workers are to be 

organized into brigades to operate in hospitals and at the sites of public health emergencies [4]. However, plans at individual 

hospitals are made at institutional level to take into account local conditions and resources.  

 

No mention of any such plan or guidelines is made in the relevant legislation, i.e. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the 

Republic of Belarus No. 138 of 23 December 2009 "On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of 

the State System for the Forecasting and Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of 

Belarus" [5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Defense of Belarus. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] Grodno State Medical University. 2015. "Medicine for Public Health Emergencies" ("Медицина Экстремальных 

Ситуаций"). [http://www.grsmu.by/files/file/university/cafedry/voennaya/files/posobia/posobie_1.pdf]. Accessed 18 August 

2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. Resolution of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 138 of 23 December 

2009. "On Various Issues Related to the Activities of the Sectoral Subsystem of the State System for the Forecasting and 

Elimination of Emergency Situations of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus" ("ПОСТАНОВЛЕНИЕ 

МИНИСТЕРСТВА ЗДРАВООХРАНЕНИЯ РЕСПУБЛИКИ БЕЛАРУСЬ 23 декабря 2009 г. № 138 О некоторых вопросах 

деятельности отраслевой подсистемы государственной системы предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных 

ситуаций Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь"). [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/dlya-

spetsialistov/normativno-pravovaya-baza/baza-npa.php?ELEMENT_ID=7230]. Accessed 24 August 2020. 
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4.3.2 System for receiving foreign health personnel during a public health 
emergency 

4.3.2a 

Is there a public plan in place to receive health personnel from other countries to respond to a public health emergency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public plan in place that specifically relates to receiving health personnel from other countries to respond to a 

public health emergency. Belarus has at least 50 agreements relating to international emergency response and planning, a 

number of which contain provisions for the exchange of assistance during emergency situations, including with Ukraine and 

Kazakhstan, but none have been identified that specifically refer to receiving health personnel from other countries [1, 2, 3]. 

There is no evidence of specific guidelines for receiving health personnel on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry 

of Defense, Ministry for Emergency Situations, Republican Emergency Management and Response Center or Republican 

Center for the organization of Medical Response [4, 5, 6, 7, 8]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "List of International Agreements that Fall under the Remit of the Ministry of 

Emergency Situations" ("Перечень международных договоров, реализация положений которых входит в компетенцию 

МЧС"). [https://web.archive.org/web/20191205090940/https://mchs.gov.by/ministerstvo/napravleniya-

deyatelnosti/mezhdunarodnoe-sotrudnichestvo-/perechen-mezhdunarodnykh-dogovorov-realizatsiya-polozheniy-kotorykh-

vkhodit-v-kompetentsiyu-mchs/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "Agreement Between the Government of the Republic 

of Belarus and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on Cooperation in the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" 

"Соглашение Между Правительством Республики Беларусь И Кабинетом Министров Украины О Сотрудничестве В 

Области Предупреждения Чрезвычайных Ситуаций И Ликвидации Их Последствий". 

[http://pravo.kulichki.com/zak/megd/meg01434.htm]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[3] Tengri News. "On the Ratification of the Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan and the 

Government of the Republic of Belarus on Cooperation in Civil Defense and the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency 

Situations" ("О ратификации Соглашения между Правительством Республики Казахстан и Правительством Республики 

Беларусь о сотрудничестве в области гражданской обороны, предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных 

ситуаций"). 

[https://tengrinews.kz/zakon/parlament_respubliki_kazahstan/mejdunapodnyie_otnosheniya_respubliki_kazahstan/id-

Z1100000508/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Defense of Belarus. [https://www.mil.by/ru/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[7] Republican Emergency Management and Response Center. [https://erc.mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[8] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

 

4.4 HEALTHCARE ACCESS 

4.4.1 Access to healthcare 

4.4.1a 

Does the constitution explicitly guarantee citizens’ right to medical care? 

Guaranteed free = 4, Guaranteed right = 3, Aspirational or subject to progressive realization = 2, Guaranteed for some 

groups, not universally = 1, No specific provision = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 4 

 

2020 

 

World Policy Analysis Center 

 

4.4.1b 

Access to skilled birth attendants (% of population) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 99.8 

 

2014 

 

WHO/World Bank/United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 

 

4.4.1c 

Out-of-pocket health expenditures per capita, purchasing power parity (PPP; current international $) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 310.68 

 

2017 

 

WHO Global Health Expenditure database 

 

4.4.2 Paid medical leave 

4.4.2a 

Are workers guaranteed paid sick leave? 

Paid sick leave = 2, Unpaid sick leave = 1, No sick leave = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2020 

 

World Policy Analysis Center 

 

4.4.3 Healthcare worker access to healthcare 

4.4.3a 

Has the government issued legislation, a policy, or a public statement committing to provide prioritized healthcare services 

to healthcare workers who become sick as a result of responding to a public health emergency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 
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There is no public evidence of legislation, policies or public statements committing to provide prioritized healthcare services 

to healthcare workers who become sick as a result of responding to a public health emergency. No mention of any such 

commitments is made on the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Emergency Situations or Republican Center for the Organization 

of Medical Response websites [1, 2, 3]. Furthermore, no mention is made in the emergency planning legislation: Law No. 

117-Z of 24 June 2002 “On the State of Emergency” or Council of Ministers Resolution No. 495 of 10 April 2001 “On the  State 

System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations” [4, 5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. [https://mchs.gov.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[3] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 13 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 117-Z of 24 June 2002. "On the State of 

Emergency" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 24 июня 2002 г. N 117-З "О Чрезвычайном Положении"). 

[https://mchs.gov.by/upload/iblock/b71/b71c7fc8be2968c22ab512b49bc55376.pdf]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[5] National Educational Portal. Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus No. 495 of 10 April 2001. 

"On the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" (Постановление Совета Министров 

Республики Беларусь от 10 апреля 2001 г. № 495 "О Государственной системе предупреждения и ликвидации 

чрезвычайных ситуаций"). [https://www.adu.by/images/2016/07/post-sov-min-RB-ot-10.04.2001-495-o-gos-sist-pr-lik-

CHS.pdf]. Accessed 19 August 2020. 

 

4.5 COMMUNICATIONS WITH HEALTHCARE WORKERS DURING A 

PUBLIC HEALTH EMERGENCY 

4.5.1 Communication with healthcare workers 

4.5.1a 

Is there a system in place for public health officials and healthcare workers to communicate during a public health 

emergency? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient evidence of a system in place for public health officials and healthcare workers to communicate during a 

public health emergency.  

 

Ministry of Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993 “On the Establishment in the Republic of a Public Health Emergency 

Medical Service” requires that the emergency medical centers at national and subnational levels be equipped with the 

technical capabilities to maintain communications and alert systems to ensure rapid response management and cooperation 

for resolutions in the context of emergency situations [1]. This order does not lay out specific provisions for public health 

officials and healthcare workers, but it does specifically stipulate that the communication system must allow communications 

between the Republican Center for Emergency Medicine and regional emergency centers, scientific research centers and 

other ministries and government agencies for the specific purpose of managing the response to emergency situations, 

among other things. On the website of the Republican Center for Emergency Medicine, the center indicates it has 

responsibility for overseeing the alert system [2]. No further evidence was found on the websites of the Ministry of Health or 

Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response [3, 4]. 

 

[1] Valery Stanislavovich Levonevsky. Order of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 102 of 31 May 1993. "On 

the Establishment in the Republic of a Public Health Emergency Medical Service" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения 
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Республики Беларусь от 31 мая 1993 г. № 102 ""О создании в республике службы экстренной медицинской помощи в 

чрезвычайных ситуациях""). [http://pravo.levonevsky.org/bazaby/org337/basic/text0757.htm]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for Emergency Medicine. "About the Center" ("О центре"). 

[https://web.archive.org/web/20180502153644/http://rcemp.by:80/novosti/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020. 

 

4.5.1b 

Does the system for public health officials and healthcare workers to communicate during an emergency encompass 

healthcare workers in both the public and private sector? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is insufficient public evidence of a system for public health officials and healthcare workers to communicate during an 

emergency that encompasses healthcare workers in both the public and private sector. No mention is made of the inclusion 

of private sector healthcare workers in the public health emergency communication system, which is outlined in Ministry of 

Health Order No. 102 of 31 May 1993 “On the Establishment in the Republic of a Public Health Emergency Medical Service” 

[1]. There is no mention of the inclusion of private sector healthcare workers in the public health emergency communication 

system on the websites of the Republican Center for Emergency Medicine, Ministry of Health or Republican Center for the 

Organization of Medical Response [2, 3, 4]. 

 

[1] Valery Stanislavovich Levonevsky. Order of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus No. 102 of 31 May 1993. "On 

the Establishment in the Republic of a Public Health Emergency Medical Service" (Приказ Министерства здравоохранения 

Республики Беларусь от 31 мая 1993 г. № 102 ""О создании в республике службы экстренной медицинской помощи в 

чрезвычайных ситуациях""). [http://pravo.levonevsky.org/bazaby/org337/basic/text0757.htm]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[2] Republican Center for Emergency Medicine. "About the Center" ("О центре"). 

[https://web.archive.org/web/20180502153644/http://rcemp.by:80/novosti/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

[4] Republican Center for the Organization of Medical Response. [https://rcomr.by/]. Accessed 19 August 2020.  

 

4.6 INFECTION CONTROL PRACTICES AND AVAILABILITY OF 

EQUIPMENT 

4.6.1 Healthcare associated infection (HCAI) prevention and control programs 

4.6.1a 

Is there evidence that the national public health system is monitoring for and tracking the number of healthcare associated 

infections (HCAI) that take place in healthcare facilities? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is evidence that the national public health system is monitoring for and tracking the number of healthcare-associated 

infections (HCAIs) that take place in healthcare facilities.  

 

In accordance with Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017, if an infectious disease is identified in a hospitalized 
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patient, the healthcare worker who identified the disease must inform the local state health monitoring organization [1]. The 

Standards for Infectious Control in Healthcare Organizations Instruction Manual (published in 2017 by the Healthcare 

Administration of Grodno Regional Executive Committee and Grodno Regional Center of Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public 

Health) confirms that HCAI incidents should be reported to the local center for hygiene and epidemiology [2]. A 2005 

academic article further outlines the legislative basis for the monitoring of HCAIs in Belarus, including Instructions for 

Accounting for, Registering and Analyzing HCAIs (1987) and the National Program for Preventing HCAIs, approved by the 

Ministry of Health on 30 December 1998 [3]. These legislative documents are not accessible online.  

 

A November 2015 presentation by Yekaterina Varivoda, Head of Epidemiological Monitoring at Healthcare Organizations at 

the Republican Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health presents statistics on HCAIs in Belarus in 1990-2012, 

attesting that HCAIs are monitored and tracked [4]. A report issued by the Minsk Region Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology 

and Public Health in 2019 presents statistics on HCAIs at regional level, stating that 40 cases were registered in the Minsk 

Region in 2018 [5]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Ministry of Health Resolution No. 73 of 5 July 2017. 

"On the Approval of the Health Standards and Rules 'The Health and Epidemiological Requirements Towards organizations 

Providing Healthcare as well as Towards Sanitary and Anti-Epidemic Measures to Prevent Infectious Diseases in Such 

organizations' and the Repeal of Certain Resolutions of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus" (Постановление 

Совета Министров Республики Беларусь 5 июля 2017 г. No 73 Об утверждении Санитарных норм и правил «Санитарно-

эпидемиологические требования к организациям, оказывающим медицинскую помощь, в том числе к организации и 

проведению санитарно-противоэпидемических мероприятий по профилактике инфекционных заболеваний в этих 

организациях», признании утратившими силу некоторых постановлений Министерства здравоохранения Республики 

Беларусь). [https://pravo.by/upload/docs/op/W21732216p_1500930000.pdf]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[2] Healthcare Administration of Grodno Regional Executive Committee and Grodno Regional Center of Hygiene, 

Epidemiology and Public Health. 2017. "Standards for Infectious Control in Healthcare organizations Instruction Manual" 

("Стандарты Инфекционного Контроля в Организациях Здравоохранения Инструктивно-Методическое Руководство"). 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwjzkYW0i6rrAhWPTcAKHT0SBQcQFjA

BegQIARAB&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shcge.by%2Fbitrix%2Fredirect.php%3Fevent1%3Dnews_out%26event2%3D%252Fup

load%252Fiblock%252F3b4%252Finfektsionnyy-kontrol-v-

oz.docx%26event3%3D%25D0%2598%25D0%25BD%25D1%2584%25D0%25B5%25D0%25BA%25D1%2586%25D0%25B8%25

D0%25BE%25D0%25BD%25D0%25BD%25D1%258B%25D0%25B9%2B%25D0%25BA%25D0%25BE%25D0%25BD%25D1%258

2%25D1%2580%25D0%25BE%25D0%25BB%25D1%258C%2B%25D0%25B2%2B%25D0%259E%25D0%2597.docx%26goto%3

D%252Fupload%252Fiblock%252F3b4%252Finfektsionnyy-kontrol-v-oz.docx&usg=AOvVaw3LqNNYM_sdic4VFMWU40n2]. 

Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[3] E.I. Gudkova, et al. "The Problem of Hospital-acquired Infections in the Republic of Belarus: Main Areas and Prospects for 

Counteraction and Prevention" ("Проблема внутрибольничных инфекций в Республике Беларусь: основные 

направления и перспективы борьбы и профилактики"). Belarusian State Medical University. 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=3&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjB_-

ySn9zfAhWqUxUIHSLbBeQQFjACegQIBxAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bsmu.by%2Fmedicaljournal%2Fe83c126ef62a7971ce

56df4c0d8519ab%2F&usg=AOvVaw25mEqT5NuvecqO0aUDFcDE]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[4] Docplayer. November 2015. "The State of and Prospects for the Prevention of Healthcare-Associated Infections in the 

Republic of Belarus at the Current Stage" ("Состояние и перспективы профилактики инфекций, связанных с оказанием 

медицинской помощи, в Республике Беларусь на современном этапе"). [https://docplayer.ru/48423294-Sostoyanie-i-

perspektivy-profilaktiki-infekciy-svyazannyh-s-okazaniem-medicinskoy-pomoshchi-v-respublike-belarus-na-sovremennom-

etape.html]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[5] Minsk Regional Center for Hygiene, Epidemiology and Public Health. 2019 "Public Health and the Environment in Minsk 

Region: Achievements and Sustainable Development Goals" (ЗДОРОВЬЕ НАСЕЛЕНИЯ И ОКРУЖАЮЩАЯ СРЕДАМИНСКОГО 
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РАЙОНА: достижение Целей устойчивого развития). pp. 145-146. [http://minzchie.by/images/ya.pdf]. Accessed 20 August 

2020. 

 

4.7 CAPACITY TO TEST AND APPROVE NEW MEDICAL 

COUNTERMEASURES 

4.7.1 Regulatory process for conducting clinical trials of unregistered 
interventions 

4.7.1a 

Is there a national requirement for ethical review (e.g., from an ethics committee or via Institutional Review Board approval) 

before beginning a clinical trial? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a national requirement for ethical review before beginning a clinical trial. Under Article 15 of Law No. 161-Z of 20 

July 2006 “On Pharmaceuticals”, clinical trials must be approved by an ethics committee [1]. Ethics committees are 

established in state healthcare organizations to examine the protection of the rights, safety and health of the individuals 

participating in trials, assess the qualifications of the researchers and compliance with the conditions of clinical trials. The 

requirements for ethical reviews of clinical trials are detailed in Ministry of Health Resolution No. 55 of 28 March 2008 “On 

the Approval of the Statute on the Ethics Committee” [2]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 161-Z of 20 July 

2006. "On Pharmaceuticals" ("Закон Республики Беларусь от 20 июля 2006 г. № 161-З "О лекарственных средствах"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-122/2006-122(006-101).pdf&oldDocPage=29]. Accessed 20 

August 2020.  

[2] Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service. Ministry of Health Resolution No. 55 of 28 March 2008. "On the 

Approval of the Statute on the Ethics Committee" (Постановление Министерства Здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 

от 28 марта 2008 г. N 55 "Об Утверждении Положения о Комитете по Этике"). 

[https://rceth.by/Documents/3mz2po20080328N55.pdf]. Accessed 20 August 2020. 

 

4.7.1b 

Is there an expedited process for approving clinical trials for unregistered medical countermeasures (MCM) to treat ongoing 

epidemics? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of an expedited process for approving clinical trials for unregistered medical countermeasures to 

treat ongoing pandemics. No such provisions are made under Law No. 161-Z of 20 July 2006 “On Pharmaceuticals” or 

Ministry of Health Resolution No. 55 of 28 March 2008 “On the Approval of the Statute on the Ethics Committee” [1, 2]. The 

Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service of the Ministry of Health of Belarus acts as the drug regulatory authority 

in Belarus, but its website makes no mention of any such expedited process [3]. There is also no mention any such expedited 

process on the websites of the Ministry of Health [4]. 
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[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 161-Z of 20 July 

2006. "On Pharmaceuticals" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 20 июля 2006 г. № 161-З "О лекарственных средствах"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-122/2006-122(006-101).pdf&oldDocPage=29]. Accessed 20 

August 2020.  

[2] Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service. Ministry of Health Resolution No. 55 of 28 March 2008. "On the 

Approval of the Statute on the Ethics Committee" (Постановление Министерства Здравоохранения Республики Беларусь 

от 28 марта 2008 г. N 55 "Об Утверждении Положения о Комитете по Этике"). 

[https://rceth.by/Documents/3mz2po20080328N55.pdf]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[3] Center for Examinations and Tests in Health Service. [https://www.rceth.by/ru/About/Activity]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

 

4.7.2 Regulatory process for approving medical countermeasures 

4.7.2a 

Is there a government agency responsible for approving new medical countermeasures (MCM) for humans? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is a government agency responsible for approving new medical countermeasures for humans. In accordance with 

Council of Ministers Resolution No. 254 of 1 April 2015 “On the State Registration (Approval of State Registration) of 

Medicines and Pharmaceutical Substances and the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to Council of Ministers of the 

Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 1269 of 2 September 2008”, the approval of new medical countermeasures for humans is 

the responsibility of the Ministry of Health, the Committee for Medicines and Pharmaceutical Substances at the Ministry of 

Health and the Center for Examinations and Testing in Healthcare of the Ministry of Health of Belarus [1]. Although the 

resolution does not explicitly mention emergency medicines or vaccines, it relies on the definition of medicines outlined in 

Law No. 161-Z of 20 July 2006 “On Pharmaceuticals”, i.e. “a substance or combination of several substances of natural, 

synthetic or biotechnological origin that is pharmacologically active and used in a certain pharmaceutical formulation for 

medical prevention, diagnosis, treatment and rehabilitation of patients and the prevention of pregnancy through internal or 

external application” [2]. According to the website of the Center for Examinations and Testing in Healthcare, the agency is 

responsible for approving new medications, medical devices and medical equipment [3]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 254 of 1 April 2015. "On the State Registration (Approval of State Registration) of Medicines and 

Pharmaceutical Substances and the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to Council of Ministers of the Republic of 

Belarus Resolution No. 1269 of 2 September 2008" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 1 апреля 

2015 г. № 254 "О государственной регистрации (подтверждении государственной регистрации) лекарственных 

средств и фармацевтических субстанций и внесении изменений и дополнений в постановление Совета Министров 

Республики Беларусь от 2 сентября 2008 г. № 1269"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21500254&p1=1]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 161-Z of 20 July 

2006. "On Pharmaceuticals" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 20 июля 2006 г. № 161-З "О лекарственных средствах"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-122/2006-122(006-101).pdf&oldDocPage=29]. Accessed 20 

August 2020.  

[3] Center for Examinations and Testing in Healthcare. "Activities of the Center" ("Деятельность центра"). 

[https://rceth.by/ru/About/Activity]. Accessed 20 August 2020. 
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4.7.2b 

Is there an expedited process for approving medical countermeasures (MCM) for human use during public health 

emergencies? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of an expedited process for approving medical countermeasures for human use during public health 

emergencies. No provision is made for such a process in the relevant legislation, namely the Council of Ministers of the 

Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 254 of 1 April 2015 “On the State Registration (Approval of State Registration) of 

Medicines and Pharmaceutical Substances and the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to Council of Ministers of the 

Republic of Belarus Resolution No. 1269 of 2 September 2008” and Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 161-Z of 20 July 2006 

“On Pharmaceuticals” [1, 2]. The Center for Examinations and Testing in Healthcare, which acts as the drug regulatory 

authority in Belarus, has an expedited process for approving medications already registered in Belarus, but this relates only to 

changes such as new instructions for consumption, new expiry dates or new storage conditions, and does not relate to public 

health emergencies [3]. No mention is made of any such expedited process on the website of the Ministry of Health [4]. A 

news report from April 2020 indicates that at least one Belarusian manufacturer received a special one-off license to deliver a 

batch of diagnostic tests by expedited procedure, but in the article the director of the company that received the license 

suggests that there is no established process, and that decisions are made on an ad hoc basis [5]. 

 

[1] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Council of Ministers of the Republic of Belarus 

Resolution No. 254 of 1 April 2015. "On the State Registration (Approval of State Registration) of Medicines and 

Pharmaceutical Substances and the Introduction of Amendments and Additions to Council of Ministers of the Republic of 

Belarus Resolution No. 1269 of 2 September 2008" (Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 1 апреля 

2015 г. № 254 "О государственной регистрации (подтверждении государственной регистрации) лекарственных 

средств и фармацевтических субстанций и внесении изменений и дополнений в постановление Совета Министров 

Республики Беларусь от 2 сентября 2008 г. № 1269"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=12551&p0=C21500254&p1=1]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 161-Z of 20 July 

2006. "On Pharmaceuticals" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 20 июля 2006 г. № 161-З "О лекарственных средствах"). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2006-122/2006-122(006-101).pdf&oldDocPage=29]. Accessed 20 

August 2020.  

[3] Center for Examinations and Testing in Healthcare. "Attention applicants!" ("Вниманию заявителей!"). 

[https://www.rceth.by/ru/News/265]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[5] Naviny.by. 9 April 2020. "'Ready to Meet the Country's Demands' Who is Making Tests for Coronavirus in Belarus" 

("«Готовы закрыть потребности страны». Кто в Беларуси делает тесты на коронавирус"). 

[https://naviny.by/article/20200409/1586424410-gotovy-zakryt-potrebnosti-strany-kto-v-belarusi-delaet-testy-na]. Accessed 

26 August 2020. 
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Category 5: Commitments to improving national capacity, financing plans to 

address gaps, and adhering to global norms 

5.1 INTERNATIONAL HEALTH REGULATIONS (IHR) REPORTING 

COMPLIANCE AND DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 

5.1.1 Official IHR reporting 

5.1.1a 

Has the country submitted IHR reports to the WHO for the previous calendar year? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2020 

 

World Health Organization 

 

5.1.2 Integration of health into disaster risk reduction 

5.1.2a 

Are epidemics and pandemics integrated into the national risk reduction strategy or is there a standalone national disaster 

risk reduction strategy for epidemics and pandemics? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

Pandemics are integrated into the national risk reduction strategy. According to the United Nations' “National Platforms for 

Disaster Risk Reduction Overview”, published in April 2020, Council of Ministers Resolution No. 495 of 10 April 2001 “On the 

State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations” constitutes the basis for the national platform for 

disaster risk reduction [1, 2]. This resolution refers to epidemic risks, stipulating that the Ministry of Health is responsible for: 

monitoring the epidemiological situation in the country; forecasting and evaluating the epidemiological situation in 

emergency zones; developing and implementing anti-epidemic measures; monitoring, analyzing and evaluating conditions 

and changes of sources of emergencies (infectious diseases and epidemics); and forecasting their incidence [2]. 

 

[1] United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction. April 2020. "National Platforms for Disaster Risk Reduction Overview". 

pp. 6-7. 

[https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwimltyOiKzrAhXlXhUIHTIXBiwQFjAEeg

QIAxAB&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.undrr.org%2Fmedia%2F47507%2Fdownload&usg=AOvVaw1f2yVo0m9tC2opzBdfIw-v]. 

Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[2] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic 

of Belarus No. 495 of 10 April 2001. "On the State System for the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" 

(Постановление Совета Министров Республики Беларусь от 10 апреля 2001 г. № 495 "О Государственной системе 

предупреждения и ликвидации чрезвычайных ситуаций"). 
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[https://mchs.gov.by/upload/iblock/7c2/7c23a8c81c822a5f3320e9ac57f0526f.docx]. Accessed 21 August 2020. 

 

5.2 CROSS-BORDER AGREEMENTS ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND ANIMAL 

HEALTH EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

5.2.1 Cross-border agreements 

5.2.1a 

Does the country have cross-border agreements, protocols, or MOUs with neighboring countries, or as part of a regional 

group, with regards to public health emergencies? 

Yes = 2, Yes, but there is evidence of gaps in implementation = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

Belarus has a cross-border agreements as part of a regional group with regard to public health emergencies, and there is no 

evidence of gaps in implementation. Article 3 of the Agreement on Cooperation in the Sanitary Protection of the Territories 

of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States of 31 May 2001 includes a commitment to provide 

scientific, technical and other aid in carrying out anti-epidemiological measures for the sanitary protection of territories 

(detection, localization and elimination of epidemiological sources) and carrying out epidemiological control and to command 

anti-plague or anti-epidemic specialists of one or more member states at the request of any member state during 

epidemiological emergencies [1]. On 18 June 2020, an expert working group adopted a draft of a new version of this 

agreement and submitted it to the Council of State Leaders for consideration [2].  

 

In addition, Belarus has disaster-related bilateral agreements with all of its neighbors (Russia, Ukraine, Poland, Latvia and 

Lithuania) regarding general emergency situations, but these do not specifically address public health emergencies or include 

detailed provisions concerning them [3, 4, 5, 6, 7 ,8]. Belarus is a member of the Interstate Council for Natural and Manmade 

Emergency Situations of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS), which works to coordinate the resources of CIS 

governments to prevent and resolve emergency situations, including information exchange, assigning emergency resources 

between countries to deal with emergencies, coordinating evacuations and delivering humanitarian aid [9]. This body is not 

specifically designed to deal with public health emergencies, but such emergencies would likely fall within its remit. 

 

[1] Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States. "Agreement on Cooperation in the Sanitary 

Protection of the Territories of the Member States of the Commonwealth of Independent States" ("СОГЛАШЕНИЕ о 

сотрудничестве в области санитарной охраны территорий государств – участников Содружества Независимых 

Государств"). [http://cis.minsk.by/reestr/ru/index.html#reestr/view/text?doc=1158]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[2] Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States. "Experts of the CIS Countries Agree Draft Agreement 

on Cooperation in the Sanitary Protection of Territories" ("Эксперты стран СНГ согласовали проект Соглашения о 

сотрудничестве в области санитарной охраны территорий"). 

[http://cis.minsk.by/news/15083/eksperty_stran_sng_soglasovali_proekt_soglashenija_o_sotrudnichestve_v_oblasti_sanitar

noj_ohrany_territorij]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. "List of International Agreements that Fall under the Remit of the Ministry of 

Emergency Situations" ("Перечень международных договоров, реализация положений которых входит в компетенцию 

МЧС"). [https://web.archive.org/web/20191205090940/https://mchs.gov.by/ministerstvo/napravleniya-

deyatelnosti/mezhdunarodnoe-sotrudnichestvo-/perechen-mezhdunarodnykh-dogovorov-realizatsiya-polozheniy-kotorykh-

vkhodit-v-kompetentsiyu-mchs/]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[4] TekhExpert. "Agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation and the Government of the Republic of 

Belarus on Cooperation and Mutual Aid in the Prevention of Major Incidents and Natural Disasters and the Elimination of 
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their Consequences" ("Соглашение между Правительством Российской Федерации и Правительством Республики 

Беларусь о сотрудничестве и взаимной помощи по предупреждению крупных аварий, стихийных бедствий и 

ликвидации их последствий"). [http://docs.cntd.ru/document/1900783]. Accessed 20 August 2020.  

[5] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "Agreement Between the Government of the Republic 

of Belarus and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine on Cooperation in the Prevention and Resolution of Emergency Situations" 

"Соглашение Между Правительством Республики Беларусь И Кабинетом Министров Украины О Сотрудничестве В 

Области Предупреждения Чрезвычайных Ситуаций И Ликвидации Их Последствий". 

[http://pravo.kulichki.com/zak/megd/meg01434.htm]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[6] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 24 April 2015. "Belarus and Poland Step Up Cooperation in Protection Populations 

and Territories from Emergency Situations" ("Беларусь и Польша активизируют взаимодействие в области защиты 

населения и территорий от ЧС"). [https://www.belta.by/society/view/belarus-i-polsha-aktivizirujut-vzaimodejstvie-v-oblasti-

zaschity-naselenija-i-territorij-ot-chs-152247-2015/]. Accessed 18 August 2020.  

[7] Likumi.lv. "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Latvia and the Government of the Republic of Belarus 

on Cooperation in the Prevention of Catastrophes, Natural Disasters and Other Emergency Situations and the Amelioration of 

their Consequences" ("Соглашение между Правительством Латвийской Республики и Правительством Республики 

Беларусь о сотрудничестве в области предупреждения катастроф, стихийных бедствий, других чрезвычайных 

ситуаций, а также ликвидации их последствий"). [https://m.likumi.lv/doc.php?id=81620]. Accessed 9 September 2020.  

[8] e-seimas. "Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lithuania and the Government of the Republic of 

Belarus on Cooperation in the Prevention of Catastrophes, Natural Disasters and Other Emergency Situations and the 

Amelioration of their Consequences" ("Договор между Правительством Литовской Республики и Правительством 

Республики Беларусь o сотрудничестве в области предупреждения катастроф, стихийных бедствий и крупных аварий, 

а также ликвидации их последствий"). [https://e-seimas.lrs.lt/portal/legalAct/lt/TAD/TAIS.232542?jfwid=rivwzvpvg]. 

Accessed 9 September 2020.  

[9] Executive Committee of the CIS. "Interstate Council for Natural and Man-made Emergency Situations" 

("Межгосударственный совет по чрезвычайным ситуациям природного и техногенного характера (МГС ПО ЧС)"). 

[http://cis.minsk.by/page.php?id=13836]. Accessed 20 August 2020. 

 

5.2.1b 

Does the country have cross-border agreements, protocols, or MOUs with neighboring countries, or as part of a regional 

group, with regards to animal health emergencies? 

Yes = 2, Yes, but there is evidence of gaps in implementation = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

The country has cross-border agreements with neighboring countries, including as part of a regional group, with regard to 

animal health emergencies, and there is no evidence of gaps in implementation. Belarus is a signatory of the Agreement on 

Veterinary Cooperation between the member states of the Commonwealth of Independent Nations [1]. The purpose of this 

agreement is to prevent the emergence and spread of animal diseases on the countries’ territories. Belarus has also signed  a 

number of bilateral veterinary cooperation agreements with neighbors, which include provisions for animal health 

emergencies. These include the Memorandum on Cooperation between the Veterinary and Food Services of Belarus and 

Latvia of 27 April 2011 and the Agreement on Veterinary Cooperation with Lithuania of 21 February 2014 [2, 3]. Bilateral 

agreements on veterinary cooperation have also been signed with non-neighboring countries such as Turkey (Agreement 

Between the Government of the Republic of Belarus and the Government of the Turkish Republic on Veterinary Cooperation 

of 31 March 2010) [4]. 

 

[1] Executive Committee of the Commonwealth of Independent States. "Agreement on Veterinary Cooperation" 

("Соглашение о сотрудничестве в области ветеринарии"). [http://www.cis.minsk.by/page.php?id=2412]. Accessed 21 
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August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. "Memorandum on Cooperation Between the Veterinary and 

Food Services of Belarus and Latvia Signed" ("Подписан меморандум о сотрудничестве между продовольственно-

ветеринарными службами Беларуси и Латвии"). [https://mshp.gov.by/news/c74fb1b179d4d8e4.html]. Accessed 21 

August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus. "On the Signing of the Agreement on Veterinary Cooperation" ("О 

подписании Соглашения о сотрудничестве в области ветеринарии"). 

[https://poland.mfa.gov.by/print/press/news_mfa/a37506664674e093.html]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[4] National Legal Internet Portal of the Republic of Belarus (Pravo.by). "Agreement Between the Government of the Republic 

of Belarus and the Government of the Turkish Republic on Veterinary Cooperation" (Соглашение между Правительством 

Республики Беларусь и Правительством Турецкой Республики о сотрудничестве в области ветеринарии). 

[http://www.pravo.by/document/?guid=2012&oldDoc=2010-106/2010-106(004-008).pdf&oldDocPage=3]. Accessed 21 

August 2020. 

 

5.3 INTERNATIONAL COMMITMENTS 

5.3.1 Participation in international agreements 

5.3.1a 

Does the county have signatory and ratification (or same legal effect) status to the Biological Weapons Convention? 

Signed and ratified (or action having the same legal effect) = 2, Signed = 1, Non-compliant or not a member = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2021 

 

Biological Weapons Convention 

 

5.3.1b 

Has the country submitted confidence building measures for the Biological Weapons Convention in the past three years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 

 

Biological Weapons Convention 

 

5.3.1c 

Has the state provided the required United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540 report to the Security Council 

Committee established pursuant to resolution 1540 (1540 Committee)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 
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Biological Weapons Convention 

 

5.3.1d 

Extent of United Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 1540 implementation related to legal frameworks and 

enforcement for countering biological weapons: 

Very good (60+ points) = 4, Good (45–59 points) = 3, Moderate (30–44 points) = 2, Weak (15–29 points) = 1, Very weak (0–14 

points) or no matrix exists/country is not party to the BWC = 0 

  Current Year Score: 4 

 

2021 

 

Biological Weapons Convention 

 

5.3.2 Voluntary memberships 

5.3.2a 

Does the country meet at least 2 of the following criteria? 

- Membership in Global Health Security Agenda (GHSA) 

- Membership in the Alliance for Country Assessments for Global Health Security and IHR Implementation (JEE Alliance) 

- Membership in the Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction (GP) 

- Membership in the Australia Group (AG) 

- Membership in the Proliferation Security Initiative (PSI) 

Needs to meet at least two of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure. , Yes for five = 1 , Yes for four = 1 , Yes for three = 

1 , Yes for two = 1 , Yes for one = 0 , No for all = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

Global Health Security Agenda; JE Alliance; Global Partnership; Australia Group; PSI 

 

5.4 JOINT EXTERNAL EVALUATION (JEE) AND PERFORMANCE OF 

VETERINARY SERVICES PATHWAY (PVS) 

5.4.1 Completion and publication of a Joint External Evaluation (JEE) 
assessment and gap analysis 

5.4.1a 

Has the country completed a Joint External Evaluation (JEE) or precursor external evaluation (e.g., GHSA pilot external 

assessment) and published a full public report in the last five years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 
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WHO Strategic Partnership for IHR and Health Security (SPH); Global Health Security Agenda 

 

5.4.1b 

Has the country completed and published, within the last five years, either a National Action Plan for Health Security (NAPHS) 

to address gaps identified through the Joint External Evaluation (JEE) assessment or a national GHSA roadmap that sets 

milestones for achieving each of the GHSA targets? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

WHO Strategic Partnership for IHR and Health Security (SPH); Global Health Security Agenda 

 

5.4.2 Completion and publication of a Performance of Veterinary Services 
(PVS) assessment and gap analysis 

5.4.2a 

Has the country completed and published a Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) assessment in the last five years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

OIE PVS assessments 

 

5.4.2b 

Has the country completed and published a Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) gap analysis in the last five years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

OIE PVS assessments 

 

5.5 FINANCING 

5.5.1 National financing for epidemic preparedness 

5.5.1a 

Is there evidence that the country has allocated national funds to improve capacity to address epidemic threats within the 

past three years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 
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There is insufficient evidence that South Korea has cross-border agreements, protocols or MOUs with neighboring countries, 

or as part of a regional group, with regard to animal health emergencies. 

 

[1] Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Belarus. "Budget of the Republic of Belarus for Citizens 2020" ("Бюджет 

Республики Беларусь для граждан на 2020 год"). [http://www.minfin.gov.by/upload/bp/budjet/budjet2020.pdf]. Accessed 

24 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Belarus. "Budget of the Republic of Belarus for Citizens 2019" ("Бюджет 

Республики Беларусь для граждан на 2019 год"). [http://www.minfin.gov.by/upload/bp/budjet/budjet2019.pdf]. Accessed 

24 August 2020.  

[3] Ministry of Finance of the Republic of Belarus. "Budget of the Republic of Belarus for Citizens 2018" ("Бюджет 

Республики Беларусь для граждан на 2018 год"). [http://minfin.gov.by/upload/bp/budjet2018.pdf]. Accessed 24 August 

2020.  

[4] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Work Plan of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 2020" ("План работы 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь на 2020 год"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/upload/dadvfiles/work%20plan/%D0%9F%D0%BB%D0%B0%D0%BD%20%D1%80%D0%B0%D0%B1%

D0%BE%D1%82%D1%8B.pdf]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Work Plan of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 2019" ("План работы 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь на 2019 год"). [http://www.cardio.by/files/299/plan-raboti-

Minzdrava-na-2019-god.pdf]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "Work Plan of the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus 2018" ("План работы 

Министерства здравоохранения Республики Беларусь на 2018 год"). [http://www.cardio.by/files/299/plan-raboti-

Minzdrava-na-2018-g.pdf]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[8] Ministry of Agriculture. [https://www.mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 24 August 2020. 

 

5.5.2 Financing under Joint External Evaluation (JEE) and Performance of 
Veterinary Services (PVS) reports and gap analyses 

5.5.2a 

Does the Joint External Evaluation (JEE) report, National Action Plan for Health Security (NAPHS), and/or national GHSA 

roadmap allocate or describe specific funding from the national budget (covering a time-period either in the future or within 

the past five years) to address the identified gaps? 

Yes = 1 , No/country has not conducted a JEE = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

WHO Strategic Partnership for IHR and Health Security (SPH); Global Health Security Agenda 

 

5.5.2b 

Does the Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) gap analysis and/or PVS assessment allocate or describe specific funding 

from the national budget (covering a time-period either in the future or within the past five years) to address the identified 

gaps? 

Yes = 1 , No/country has not conducted a PVS = 0 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

OIE PVS assessments 

 

5.5.3 Financing for emergency response 

5.5.3a 

Is there a publicly identified special emergency public financing mechanism and funds which the country can access in the 

face of a public health emergency (such as through a dedicated national reserve fund, an established agreement with the 

World Bank pandemic financing facility/other multilateral emergency funding mechanism, or other pathway identified 

through a public health or state of emergency act)? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence of a special emergency public financing mechanism or funds that the country can access in the face of a 

public health emergency. Belarus is not an International Development Association (IDA)-eligible borrowing country and, as 

such, does not qualify for the World Bank pandemic financing facility [4, 5]. Law No. 117-Z of 24 June 2002 “On the State of 

Emergency” stipulates that measures to resolve emergencies are to be funded through the budgets of the responsible 

organizations, and states that if funds are insufficient or non-existent, funds from the republican budget are to be allocated 

[6]. In response to the Covid-19 pandemic, Belarus secured US$98.5 million in financing from the World Bank and EUR15 

million (US$18 million) from the European Investment Bank, but this was an ad hoc arrangement not based on existing 

agreements [1, 2]. It has been reported, for example by BELTA on 19 June 2020, that Belarus has struggled to attract 

financing from other providers such as the International Monetary Fund, based on a reluctance to commit to various 

conditions, such as lockdown measures [3]. 

 

[1] World Bank. "Belarus Emergency Covid-19 Response Project". [https://projects.worldbank.org/en/projects-

operations/project-detail/P173828]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[2] European Investment Bank. "Belarus Covid-19 Public Healthcare Loan". 

[https://www.eib.org/en/projects/pipelines/all/20200007]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[3] Belrusian Telegraph Agency (BELTA). 19 June 2020. "Belarus president unwilling to accept additional terms to get foreign 

loans". [https://eng.belta.by/president/view/belarus-president-unwilling-to-accept-additional-terms-to-get-foreign-loans-

131164-2020/]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[4] International Development Association. "Borrowing Countries". [http://ida.worldbank.org/about/borrowing-countries]. 

Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[5] World Bank. "Pandemic Emergency Financing Facility (PEF) Operational Brief for Eligible Countries December 2017". 

[http://pubdocs.worldbank.org/en/119961516647620597/PEF-Operational-Brief-Dec-2017.pdf]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Emergency Situations of Belarus. Law of the Republic of Belarus No. 117-Z of 24 June 2002 "On the State of 

Emergency" (Закон Республики Беларусь от 24 июня 2002 г. N 117-З "О Чрезвычайном Положении"). 

[https://mchs.gov.by/upload/iblock/b71/b71c7fc8be2968c22ab512b49bc55376.pdf]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  
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5.5.4 Accountability for commitments made at the international stage for 
addressing epidemic threats 

5.5.4a 

Is there evidence that senior leaders (president or ministers), in the past three years, have made a public commitment either 

to: 

- Support other countries to improve capacity to address epidemic threats by providing financing or support? 

- Improve the country’s domestic capacity to address epidemic threats by expanding financing or requesting support to 

improve capacity? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure., Yes for both = 1, Yes for one = 1, No for both = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no evidence that, in the past three years, senior leaders have made a public commitment to support other countries 

to improve capacity to address epidemic threats by providing financing or support, or to improve Belarus’s own domestic 

capacity to address epidemic threats by expanding financing or requesting support to improve capacity. No reports of such 

commitments have been published on the websites of the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, World Health 

Organization, or the United Nations [1, 2, 3, 4, 5]. 

 

[1] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[2] Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Belarus. [http://mfa.gov.by/]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[3] World Health Organization. [https://www.who.int/]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[4] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Belarus". [https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus]. 

Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[5] United Nations. [http://www.un.org/en/index.html]. Accessed 21 August 2020. 

 

5.5.4b 

Is there evidence that the country has, in the past three years, either: 

- Provided other countries with financing or technical support to improve capacity to address epidemic threats? 

- Requested financing or technical support from donors to improve the country’s domestic capacity to address epidemic 

threats? 

Needs to meet at least one of the criteria to be scored a 1 on this measure., Yes for both = 1, Yes for one = 1, No for both = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is evidence that the country has, in the past three years, invested finances (from donors) to improve the country’s 

domestic capacity to address epidemic threats, but not that Belarus has invested finances or provided technical support to 

other countries to improve capacity to address epidemic threats.  

 

Belarus has attracted financing from the World Bank and European Investment Bank for its response to Covid-19, both of 

which aim to provide longer-term capacity building for pandemic preparedness in general [1, 2]. The Global Health Security 

Funding tracker has no information regarding financial support from Belarus for other countries to improve capacity to 

address epidemic threats [1]. The Global Health Security Funding tracker indicates that funds have been disbursed for 

investment in various epidemic preparedness categories, including the national laboratory system, antimicrobial resistance, 

workforce development, reporting, zoonotic disease, national legislation, policy and financing, linking public health and 

security policies and real-time surveillance [1]. The Ministry of Health has stated that the World Bank funds are being used, 

among other things, to modernize intensive care units, improve the capacity of national laboratories and the epidemiological 
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control services [4]. 

 

[1] World Bank. "Project Information Document Belarus Emergency Covid-19 Response Project (P173828)". 

[http://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/641071585933795321/pdf/Project-Information-Document-Belarus-

Emergency-Covid-19-Response-Project-P173828.pdf]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[2] European Investment Bank. "Belarus Covid-19 Public Healthcare Loan Environmental and Social Data Sheet". 

[https://www.eib.org/attachments/registers/131790722.pdf]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[3] Global Health Security Funding Tracker. "Belarus". [https://tracking.ghscosting.org/details/30/funder]. Accessed 21 

August 2020.  

[4] Sputnik.by. 1 June 2020. "Ministry of Health Explains Where the World Bank's Money is Going" ("Минздрав рассказал, на 

что пойдут деньги Всемирного банка"). [https://sputnik.by/health/20200601/1044812070/Minzdrav-rasskazal-na-chto-

poydut-dengi-Vsemirnogo-banka.html]. Accessed 21 August 2020. 

 

5.5.4c 

Is there evidence that the country has fulfilled its full contribution to the WHO within the past two years? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 

 

Economist Impact analyst qualitative assessment based on official national sources, which vary by country 

 

5.6 COMMITMENT TO SHARING OF GENETIC AND BIOLOGICAL DATA 

AND SPECIMENS 

5.6.1 Commitment to sharing genetic data, clinical specimens, and/or isolated 
specimens (biological materials) in both emergency and nonemergency 
research 

5.6.1a 

Is there a publicly available plan or policy for sharing genetic data, clinical specimens, and/or isolated specimens (biological 

materials) along with the associated epidemiological data with international organizations and/or other countries that goes 

beyond influenza? 

Yes = 1 , No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

There is no public evidence of policies for sharing genetic data, epidemiological data, clinical specimens, and/or isolated 

specimens (biological materials) with international organizations or other countries that goes beyond influenza and beyond 

sharing of routine surveillance data. Belarus does share routine surveillance data. According to the website of the Republican 

Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology, the laboratory is accredited by the World Health 

Organization (WHO) as a national reference center for antimicrobial resistance, rotaviruses, acute respiratory infections, 

poliomyelitis, measles and rubella [1]. As a member of the relevant laboratory networks, Belarus shares epidemiological data 

on these diseases. For example, as a member of the WHO European Measles and Rubella Laboratory Network, Belarus shares 

epidemiological data on measles and rubella [2]. Belarus is a member of the Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU) and according 

to paragraph 7 of the EAEU Protocol on the Application of Sanitary, Veterinary-Sanitary and Phytosanitary Quarantine 
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Measures, the sanitary-epidemiological authorities of a member state are entitled to request reports on laboratory studies 

and tests from those of other member states [3]. However, this does not constitute a plan for sharing such data when 

requested. Belarus has signed a number of bilateral agreements concerning cooperation in medical science and healthcare. 

For example, the Agreement Between the Ministry of Health and Social Development of the Russian Federation and the 

Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus on Cooperation in Healthcare and Medical Science was signed on 28 April 2011 

[4]. Under this agreement, the parties agree to cooperate in scientific research and the timely exchange of information. 

Specific commitments to share genetic data, epidemiological data, clinical specimens, and/or isolated specimens (biological 

materials) are not made. An extensive list of such bilateral treaties can be found on the Ministry of Health website, with other 

similar agreements having been made with Latvia and China [5]. No further relevant commitments are available through the 

websites of the Ministry of Health and Ministry of Agriculture [6, 7]. 

 

[1] Republican Research and Practical Center for Epidemiology and Microbiology. "Republican Reference Laboratory for the 

Diagnosis of Enteric Viral Infections and Sanitary Virusology" ("Республиканская референс-лаборатория по диагностике 

кишечных вирусных инфекций и санитарной вирусологии"). [http://belriem.by/ru/home/11-o-tsentre-ru]. Accessed 24 

August 2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Measles and Rubella Laboratory Network". 

[http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/communicable-diseases/measles-and-rubella/activities/measles-and-rubella-

laboratory-network]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[3] Consultant.ru. "EAEU Protocol on the Application of Sanitary, Veterinary-Sanitary and Phytosanitary Quarantine 

Measures" (Протокол о Применении Санитарных, Ветеринарно-Санитарных и Карантинных Фитосанитарных Мер). 

[http://www.consultant.ru/cons/cgi/online.cgi?from=313342-

3803&rnd=5B3A572761A633AE1D87828070C6ECE3&req=doc&base=LAW&n=293753&REFDOC=313342&REFBASE=LAW#vj

1o222myk]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[4] Valeriy Stanislavovich Levonevskiy. "Agreement Between the Ministry of Health and Social Development of the Russian 

Federation and the Ministry of Health of the Republic of Belarus on Cooperation in Healthcare and Medical Science" 

(""Соглашение между Министерством здравоохранения Республики Беларусь и Министерством здравоохранения и 

социального развития Российской Федерации о сотрудничестве в области здравоохранения и медицинской науки"") 

[http://pravo.levonevsky.org/bazaby11/republic02/text099.htm]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[5] Ministry of Health of Belarus. "International Activities" ("Международная деятельность"). 

[http://minzdrav.gov.by/ru/ministerstvo/mezhdunarodnaya-deyatelnost/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[6] Ministry of Health of Belarus. [http://www.minzdrav.gov.by/ru/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[7] Ministry of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Belarus. [https://mshp.gov.by/]. Accessed 24 August 2020. 

 

5.6.1b 

Is there public evidence that the country has not shared samples in accordance with the Pandemic Influenza Preparedness 

(PIP) framework in the past two years? 

Yes = 0 , No = 1 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is no public evidence to suggest that the country has failed to share samples in accordance with the Pandemic 

Influenza Preparedness framework in the past two years. No such reports are made on the websites of the World Health 

Organization or in international or local media outlets [1, 2, 3]. 

 

[1] World Health Organization. [https://www.who.int/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Belarus". https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus]. 

Accessed 24 August 2020.  
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[3] World Health Organization. "Virus Sharing". [https://www.who.int/influenza/pip/virus_sharing/en/]. Accessed 24 August 

2020. 

 

5.6.1c 

Is there public evidence that the country has not shared pandemic pathogen samples during an outbreak in the past two 

years? 

Yes = 0 , No = 1 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

There is no public evidence that the country has failed to share pandemic pathogen samples during an outbreak in the past 

two years. There is also no evidence to suggest that Belarus has not shared Covid-19 samples. No such reports are made on 

the websites of the World Health Organization, or in international or local media outlets. [1, 2] 

 

[1] World Health Organization. [https://www.who.int/]. Accessed 24 August 2020.  

[2] World Health Organization Regional Office for Europe. "Belarus". [https://www.euro.who.int/en/countries/belarus]. 

Accessed 24 August 2020. 

 

Category 6: Overall risk environment and vulnerability to biological threats 

6.1 POLITICAL AND SECURITY RISK 

6.1.1 Government effectiveness 

6.1.1a 

Policy formation (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.1b 

Quality of bureaucracy  (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 
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Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.1c 

Excessive bureaucracy/red tape (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2020 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.1d 

Vested interests/cronyism (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.1e 

Country score on Corruption Perception Index (0-100, where 100=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 47 

 

2020 

 

Transparency International 

 

6.1.1f 

Accountability of public officials (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.1g 

Human rights risk (Economist Intelligence score; 0-4, where 4=best) 

Input number 
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  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.2 Orderly transfers of power 

6.1.2a 

How clear, established, and accepted are constitutional mechanisms for the orderly transfer of power from one government 

to another? 

Very clear, established and accepted = 4, Clear, established and accepted = 3, One of the three criteria (clear, established, 

accepted) is missing = 2, Two of the three criteria (clear, established, accepted) are missing = 1, Not clear, not established, 

not accepted = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.3 Risk of social unrest 

6.1.3a 

What is the risk of disruptive social unrest? 

Very low: Social unrest is very unlikely = 4, Low: There is some prospect of social unrest, but disruption would be very limited 

= 3, Moderate: There is a considerable chance of social unrest, but disruption would be limited = 2, High: Major social unrest 

is likely, and would cause considerable disruption = 1, Very high: Large-scale social unrest on such a level as to seriously 

challenge government control of the country is very likely = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.4 Illicit activities by non-state actors 

6.1.4a 

How likely is it that domestic or foreign terrorists will attack with a frequency or severity that causes substantial disruption? 

No threat = 4, Low threat = 3, Moderate threat = 2, High threat = 1, Very high threat = 0 

  Current Year Score: 3 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 
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6.1.4b 

What is the level of illicit arms flows within the country? 

4 = Very high, 3 = High, 2 = Moderate, 1 = Low, 0 = Very low 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2020 

 

UN Office of Drugs and Crime (UNODC) 

 

6.1.4c 

How high is the risk of organized criminal activity to the government or businesses in the country? 

Very low = 4, Low = 3, Moderate = 2, High = 1, Very high = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.5 Armed conflict 

6.1.5a 

Is this country presently subject to an armed conflict, or is there at least a moderate risk of such conflict in the future? 

No armed conflict exists = 4, Yes; sporadic conflict = 3, Yes; incursional conflict = 2, Yes, low-level insurgency = 1, Yes; 

territorial conflict = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.1.6 Government territorial control 

6.1.6a 

Does the government’s authority extend over the full territory of the country? 

Yes = 1, No = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 
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6.1.7 International tensions 

6.1.7a 

Is there a threat that international disputes/tensions could have a negative effect? 

No threat = 4, Low threat = 3, Moderate threat = 2, High threat = 1, Very high threat = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.2 SOCIO-ECONOMIC RESILIENCE 

6.2.1 Literacy 

6.2.1a 

Adult literacy rate, population 15+ years, both sexes (%) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 99.76 

 

2018 

 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO); 

The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

6.2.2 Gender equality 

6.2.2a 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) Gender Inequality Index score 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0.88 

 

2018 

 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); The Economist Intelligence Unit 

 

6.2.3 Social inclusion 

6.2.3a 

Poverty headcount ratio at $1.90 a day (2011 PPP) (% of population) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2018 
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World Bank; Economist Impact 

 

6.2.3b 

Share of employment in the informal sector 

Greater than 50% = 2, Between 25-50% = 1, Less than 25% = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

The latest available figures indicate that less than 25% of Belarus's employment is in the informal sector. The most recent 

estimate made by A. Vankevich and quoted by the European Training Foundation in a 2016 document was that the share of 

informal employment remained below 8% [1]. A more recent European Training Foundation document, published in 2018, 

states that there are no available estimates of informal employment [2]. The statistical databases maintained by the World 

Bank and the International Labor Organization do not provide statistics on informal employment in Belarus [3, 4]. 

 

[1] European Training Foundation. "Belarus Education, Training and Employment Developments 2016". 

[https://www.etf.europa.eu/sites/default/files/m/7F5D62282C53860DC12580E600523ED0_Belarus%202016.pdf]. Accessed 

21 August 2020.  

[2] European Training Foundation. "Belarus Education, Training and Employment Developments 2018". 

[https://www.etf.europa.eu/sites/default/files/2019-03/Belarus%202018.pdf]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[3] ILOSTAT. "Statistics on the informal economy". [https://ilostat.ilo.org/topics/informality/]. Accessed 21 August 2020.  

[4] World Bank. "Informal employment (% of total non-agricultural employment) - Belarus". 

[https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SL.ISV.IFRM.ZS?locations=BY]. Accessed 21 August 2020. 

 

6.2.3c 

Coverage of social insurance programs (% of population) 

Scored in quartiles (0-3, where 3=best) 

  Current Year Score: 3 

 

2016, or latest available 

 

World Bank; Economist Impact calculations 

 

6.2.4 Public confidence in government 

6.2.4a 

Level of confidence in public institutions 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence Democracy Index 
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6.2.5 Local media and reporting 

6.2.5a 

Is media coverage robust? Is there open and free discussion of public issues, with a reasonable diversity of opinions? 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence Democracy Index 

 

6.2.6 Inequality 

6.2.6a 

Gini coefficient  

Scored 0-1, where 0=best 

  Current Year Score: 0.25 

 

Latest available. 

 

World Bank; Economist Impact calculations 

 

6.3 INFRASTRUCTURE ADEQUACY 

6.3.1 Adequacy of road network 

6.3.1a 

What is the risk that the road network will prove inadequate to meet needs? 

Very low = 4, Low = 3, Moderate = 2, High = 1, Very high = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.3.2 Adequacy of airports 

6.3.2a 

What is the risk that air transport will prove inadequate to meet needs? 

Very low = 4, Low = 3, Moderate = 2, High = 1, Very high = 0 

  Current Year Score: 1 

 

2021 
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Economist Intelligence 

 

6.3.3 Adequacy of power network 

6.3.3a 

What is the risk that power shortages could be disruptive? 

Very low = 4, Low = 3, Moderate = 2, High = 1, Very high = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.4 ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS 

6.4.1 Urbanization 

6.4.1a 

Urban population (% of total population) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 79.04 

 

2019 

 

World Bank 

 

6.4.2 Land use 

6.4.2a 

Percentage point change in forest area between 2006–2016 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 0.87 

 

2008-2018 

 

World Bank; Economist Impact 

 

6.4.3 Natural disaster risk 

6.4.3a 

What is the risk that the economy will suffer a major disruption owing to a natural disaster? 

Very low = 4, Low = 3, Moderate = 2, High = 1, Very high = 0 

  Current Year Score: 3 
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2021 

 

Economist Intelligence 

 

6.5 PUBLIC HEALTH VULNERABILITIES 

6.5.1 Access to quality healthcare 

6.5.1a 

Total life expectancy (years) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 74.18 

 

2018 

 

United Nations; World Bank, UNICEF; Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME); Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 

World Factbook 

 

6.5.1b 

Age-standardized NCD mortality rate (per 100 000 population) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 608 

 

2019 

 

WHO 

 

6.5.1c 

Population ages 65 and above (% of total population) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 15.2 

 

2019 

 

World Bank 

 

6.5.1d 

Prevalence of current tobacco use (% of adults) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 26.6 

 

2018 
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World Bank 

 

6.5.1e 

Prevalence of obesity among adults 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 24.5 

 

2016 

 

WHO 

 

6.5.2 Access to potable water and sanitation 

6.5.2a 

Percentage of homes with access to at least basic water infrastructure 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 96.48 

 

2017 

 

UNICEF; Economist Impact 

 

6.5.2b 

Percentage of homes with access to at least basic sanitation facilities 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 97.79 

 

2017 

 

UNICEF; Economist Impact 

 

6.5.3 Public healthcare spending levels per capita 

6.5.3a 

Domestic general government health expenditure per capita, PPP (current international $) 

Input number 

  Current Year Score: 797.39 

 

2018 

 

WHO Global Health Expenditure database 
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6.5.4 Trust in medical and health advice 

6.5.4a 

Trust medical and health advice from the government  

Share of population that trust medical and health advice from the government , More than 80% = 2, Between 60-80%, or no 

data available = 1, Less than 60% = 0 

  Current Year Score: 0 

 

2018 

 

Wellcome Trust Global Monitor 2018 

 

6.5.4b 

Trust medical and health advice from medical workers  

Share of population that trust medical and health advice from health professionals , More than 80% = 2, Between 60-80%, or 

no data available = 1, Less than 60% = 0 

  Current Year Score: 2 

 

2018 

 

Wellcome Trust Global Monitor 2018 
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